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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ARAB AID TO CARIBBEAN STATES ON INCREASE 





London 8 DAYS in English No 36, 12 Sep 81 p 35 


[Text] 


cSO: 


THE RECENT Opec loans to the Domini- 
can Republic ($10m) and Dominica ($1 m) 
show the cxtcnt to which, within Latin 
American, the Caribbean states are benefi- 
tong from the assistance programmes of var- 


ious Arab-backed development funds. Libya, Algeria and Syria have also been 
During the past two years, Opec and the caus ds Callan Wah tun oe 
Iraqi Fund for External Development tries do not possess specialised to 


(IFED) disbursed 63.5 per cent of the 
$113.6m loaned to Latin America to the 
Caribbean. The loans were esther interest- 
free or carried rates below Libor. Other 
generous terms included a 15-20 year 
repayment period and a two- to five-year 
grace period. Venezucia used its influence 
to persuade Opec to channel some of its 
business to Latin America’s poorest coun- 
tries. 

Opec loans have never exceeded $10m 
for any one transaction and have concen- 
trated on short-term problems rather than 
financing infrastructure projects. This 
year's loans to Grenada, Dominica and the 
Dominican Republic were granted to sup- 
port these countries balance of payments. 

IFED. on the other hand, gives out larger 
tural projects. The Iraqi Fund granted 
$43.2m for Jamaica's South Manchester 
alumina plant and back in 1979 Iraq gave 
Grenada $185,000 to build the Point 
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Third World oll exporter: and importers 


It remains to be seen whether Saudi 
Arabia's interest in plaving a role in the 
Organisation of American - -'-<' Develop- 
ment programmes will draw funds into the 
Caribbean from either the Saudi Fund for 
Development or the Islamic Development 
Bank. 

















INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ARAB INVESTOR PURCHASES CANADIAN SPACE COMPANY 


London 8 DAYS in English No 36, 12 Sep 81 p 39 








[Article by Peter Ward] 


— ARAB INDUSTRIALIST Saad Gabr has satellites into space. Bull's development 
bought the land and property of the Space work on the launching of satellites with the 
Research Corporation, 160km east of huge cannon was financed by both the US 
Montreal, and is considering using the and Canadian governments for a time. 
defunct company’s facilities for launching There are potential applications of this 
space satellites. method for both commercial and military 

Gabr, who recently bought half the use. There has also been widespread specu- 
Quebec resort settlement of nearby North lation in Canada about whether or not 
Hatley and settled there, was blocked from Bull's launching technology was passed on 
buying the rest of the town's commercial to South Africa. 
centre by an alarmed citizens group, which The Space Research property, about half 
feared that the multi-millionaire wanted to of which is in Canada and half in Vermont. 
turn the town into a private domain. includes administration, shipping, storage 

His purchase, for $1.5m, of 1,700 hec- and research buildings. The cannon ts on 
,tares of the Space Research property, which the Canadian side, along with two firing 
straddles the Canadian-US border, indi- ranges which could be used for launches. 
cates that Gabr may have deeper plans. Earl Wallick, general manager of Space 
Space Research went bankrupt when com- Technologies Incorporated, the new name 
pany executives Gerald Bull and Roger of the company Gabr purchased, said satel- 
Gregory were sentenced to jail in the US lite launching is under study. Both Cana- 
and fined heavily in Canada for selling arms dian and US governments are monitoring 
to South Africa. Bull is rated a genius of activities at the space technology facility, 
space technology. and the key elements of however, and US government sources say 
his experiments on low-cost satellite no launching or export of satellites would be 
launching go with the sale to Gabr. allowed from the US without special per- 

Also included is a 400mm diameter, 52 mits from the bureau of political-military 
metres long cannon capable of launching affairs. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SWEDISH, FINNISH FIRMS INCREASE SALES TO ARAB STATES 


London 8 DAYS in English No 40, 10 Oct 81 p 39 


[Text] 


CSO: 


THIS AUTUMN has shown that Sweden 
and Finland, neighbours with high stan- 
dards in engineering and a ncutral political 
stance that nonctheless displays sympathy 
for the Arab cause, have retained their 
interest in the Middle East. despite a drop in 
their oil imports and a tendency to explore 
for new markcts in southcast Asia and Latin 
Amcrica. While the giant Kockums ship 
contract for Saudi Arabia has captured the 
headlines, a string of smaller deals indicates 
the overall thrust of the two countries’ 
export efforts. 

In Sweden, Asea, the engineering group, 
has won a $62m turnkey order from Libya's 
Electrical Construction Company for the 
design and supply of equipment to be instal- 
led in six electric substations. A company 
official told 8 Days: ‘We have been con- 
tracting in several Middle East markets that 
are building up an infrastructure and need 
electricity from large power stations.’ 

According to its latest annual report: 
*‘Asea’s order bookings and backlog were 
adversely affected by the conflict between 
Iran and Iraq.’ But the company has hopes 
of new deals in the Middle East — ‘a very 
important region’. 

The Egyptian Ministry of Construction 
has placed a $15m order for two light con- 
crete factorics from Ytong International of 
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‘Sweden. The world’s largest manufacturer 


of this material, Ytong is already working 
on a $7m contract in Egypt. Each plant will 
produce 150,000 cubic metres a year, with 
equipment. technological knowhow and 
training of local personnel supplied by 
Ytong. 

Meanwhile, Egypt's Rural Electrification 
Authority has turned to Strémberg of Fin- 
land for four substations comprising out- 
door switchgear truck-out type circuit- 
breakers developed by the company to 
facilitate quick deliveries abroad. Strém- 
berg is also to subcontract for the General 
Enterprises Company of Dubai by installing 
four substations at Umm al Quwain by next 
August. The ultimate client is the UAE 
Ministry of Electricity and Water, which is 
already using two Strémberg substations. 

In Libya the Finnish company Kurikan 
Puunjaiostustehdas has secured an unusual 
$3m order for pinewood kitchen fittings, 
bathroom cupboards, wardrobes and fold- 
ing doors. The contract, won against stiff 
international competition, could be a 
springboard for more deals involving the 
fitting out of hospitals abroad. 

Following several similar agreements in 
the last few years, the national airline Fin- 
nair has undertaken to fly two large batches 
of Muslim pilgrims to Jeddah. 














INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ARAB BANKS LEAD IN LOAN TO FRANCE 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 37, 14 Sep 81 pp 11-12 


aes The National Bank of Abu Dhabi is lead managing an 


issue of $75 million of guaranteed floating rate notes 
on behalf of France’s Crédit Foncier, it was announced 
in Abu Dhabi last week. The net proceeds of the issue 
will be used to finance mortgages and guaranteed real 
estate loans as part of the French government’s special 
housing programme and the notes bear the unconditional 
guarantce of the government of France. 

An application is being made to have the notes 
listed on the Luxembourg Stock Exchange. The notes 
mature in 1988 and will be issued at par. They will : 
bear interest, payable semi-annually, of 1/4 of | per : 
cent above the arithmetical mean of the six-months 
London bid and offered rates for dollar deposits quoted 
by the London offices of five reference banks, with a 
minimum rate of 5.25 per cent a year. The signing of 
the subscription agreement is due to take place in 
Paris on September 18. 

The notes may not be offered or sold in France 
or the US or to nationals of these countries, subject to 
certain unspecified exceptions. Residents of Britain 
are also barred from dealing in the notes unless these 
persons’ regular business is buying and selling securities. 

Managers of the issue include the Abu Dhabi Inter- 
nauonai Bank Inc, the Alahli Bank of Kuwait, the Arab 
Bann Investment Company Ltd, Banque Arabe et Intema- 
ticnate d’Investissement (BAII), the Gulf International 
Bank, .ne Gulf Riaydh Bank, the Kuwait Foreign 
Tit, Contracting and Investment Company, the 
Riyuu* Bank Ltd, the Saudi International Bank, Al- 
Bank «i-Saudi al-Alami Ltd, and the Union de Banques 
Atabes et Frangaises (URAF). Non-Arab banks partici- 
pv"? in managemen: of the issue include the Banque 
N+tionale de Paris, Goldman Sachs Intemational Corp, 
Murgan Stanley International and Nomura Intemational 
Ltd. 
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ARAB BANKS ACTIVE IN CREDIT MARKET 





INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 34, 29 Aug 81 p 37 


[Text ] 


TOTAL volume of all new euromarket 
syndicated credits raised this year to 
end-July reached $93bn. according to the 
Euromoney Syndication Guide. Present 
estimates suggest a final 12-month volume 
of up to $150bn. almost half again as much 
as the previous record year of 1979. 

The total has been considerably swelled 
by the megajumbos arranged for the oil 
majors and other US companies, several of 
which have already been drawn down. 
There are indications there will be more 
such deals this year, again for merger or 
acquisition purposes. Because of the 
mcgajumbos the big three Ainerican banks 
are now firmly entrenched at the top of the 
lead manager tables, also compiled by the 
Guide. 

The publication computes its ratings by 
assigning the full amount of the credit to a 
sole lead manager. and apportioned 
amounts if there were several lead 
managers. On that basis Chase Manhattan 
Bank, as sole lead manager of several of the 
megajumbos. surged to the top of the 
interim table, leading 81 loans for an 
apportioned total of $16.3bn. 

Citicorp. in second place, has lead 
managed one more deal than Chase, but for 
a much lower apportioned total oi almost 
$8.8bn. Bank of America. which led the 
table to end-June after successfully 
managing the Pemex $4bn_ bankers 
acceptance facility, was third with 55 loans 
for a total of just over $7bn. 

Several loans with substantial Arab bank 
participation have been completed. Al 
Bahrain Arab African Bank lead managed 
(and was agent for) a syndicated guarantee 


facility to the Landoi!l Resources 
Corporation of the Philippines for $20m. 
The guarantee commission was 1 per cent 
and the maturity four years, with Arab 
African International Bank and KFTCIC 
managing the deal. Participants were Arab 
Solidzzity Bank (Bahrain OBU), Bahrain 
Investment Company, Gulf Bank Kuwait. 
Kuwaiti French Bank and Saudi European 
Bank. 

The proceeds of the loan were for the 
issue of bid bonds up to 180 days, advance 
payment guarantees up to three years, and — 
performance bonds up to four years. The 
net funds will be used for contracts won by 
the company in Iraq. 

Arab Latin American Bank (Arlabank). 
which is based in Lima, was lead manager 
and agent for a $30m credit to Banco 
Minero del Peru. The terms in this 
successful syndication were % per cent 
above Libor for five years. 

Managers in the deal were Arab African 
International Bank, Bank Ambrosiano 
Andino, Credit Suisse Euro-Latin 
American Bank, European Arab Banking 
Group, International Commercial Bank. 
Gulf International Bank, KFTCIC, 
National Bank of North America (the 
North American lending arm of National 
Westminster Bank), Toronto-Dominion 
Bank International and UBAF Arab 
American Bank. 

Participants were Al Saudi Bank and 
Nederlandsche Middenstandsbank. 
Commitment fee was 2 per cent and 
participation fees were 0.4 per cent for 
$im, 0.5 for $2m and 0.7 for $3m and 
manager status. Drawdown is available for 
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one yesr and repayment is in eight 
semi-annual instalments. Proceeds are to be 
on-lent to mining companies within Peru. 

The $250m credit to the National Bank 
of Yugoslavia has now been signed — with 
very little publicity — in Belgrade. The loan 
was divided into two tranches of $100m and 
$150m, the latter being denominated in 
Kuwaiti dinars. 

The deal included a grace period of three 
years. KFTCIC, KIC and KIIC were the 
three lead managers, underwriting 
respectively $100m and $75m_ twice. 
Commitment fee was % per cent and 
managers received Ye per cent on 
underwriting for $10m and 1 per cent on 
final take. 

Two loans arranged by Gulf 
International Bank are near completion. 
The club deal to Portland General Electric 
NV of the US for $25m will be signed soon 
in Bahrain. This one was arranged at 4 per 
cent above Libor for two years, the 
providing banks being Gulf International 
Bank, Arab Bank (Bahrain OBU), Bank 
Bumiputra Malaysia, KFTCIC, National 
Bank of Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi 
International Bank. 








INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI, TAIWAN TRADE FIGURES--Trade between Taiwan ani Saudi Arabia increased from 
$950m in 1978 to $2.2bn in 1980, Assad Abdul Aziz al Zuhair, Saudi ambassador to 
Taiwan, announced on 23 September. He said the Saudi government accorded ‘top 
priority’ to Taiwan's oil requirements. Taiwan has been importing 140,000 b/d 
from Saudi Arabia, 40 percent of its oil imports. Zuhair praised the achievements 
of the two countries in bilateral cooperation ir, the economic, agricultural, 
fishery, scientific and technological fields. He scic that relations between the 
two countries would be strengthened further with the setting up of a Saudi 
— exchange in Taipei. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81. 
p 43 
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TUNIS-ALGIERS JOINT BANK PLANNED 


INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 p 41 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 


[Text] SEPTEMBER wasa busy month for senior 


CSO: 


Tunisian officials as the country expands 
cconomic cooperation with its Maghreb 
neighbours Algcria and Libya. 

Early in the month, Prime Minister 
Mohammed Mzali visited Algiers for talks 
with President Chadli Benjedid. One result 
was an ambitious agreement for a joint 
investment bank — La Banque de Coopera- 
tion du Maghreb Arabe (BCMA). 
Scheduled for opening in January 1982, the 
bank will be bascd in Tunis and will have an 
initial capital of $40m, to be equally divided 
between the two states. The BCMA will 
help finance joint industrial and agricultural 
projects. 

In mid-September Tunisia’s minister of 
housing and urban planning, Moncef Belhaj 
Amor. and his Algerian counterpart 
Ahmed Ali Ghazali. «::::alled an accord for 
a joint institute of housing and construction. 
Tunisian firms will aisu participate in the 
construction of a nuusing complex at 
Tebessa near the buidc: between the two 
countries. 

' This could be the start of a promising 
relationship. “Algeria and Tunisia have 
much in common in the development of 
their industrial infrastructures and could 
work profitably together in the claboration 
of finished goods needed in both countries, 
Azouz Ennifar, director general of the 
Centre de Promotion des Exportations 
(Cepex), told 8 Days in Tunis. 

After a number of years of stormy politi- 
cal ties, economic cooperation between 
Tunisia and Libya reached an all-time low 
in 1980. Now, however, it appears that 
fences are being mended. most notably in 


the economic sector. In mid-September the 
two countrics signed an agreement to 
Cstablish a joint maritime transport com- 
pany. Other arcas of mutual intcrest include 
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"New Joint Bank for Maghreb"] 


the petrochemical and chemical fertiliser 
industries and an increase in the numbcr of 
skilled Tunisian workers in Libya. 
Moreover, under the new accord, Libya's 
and Tunisia’s electricity grids are to be 
linked up, at a cost of Tunisian dinars 40m 
($22m). 

Tunisian exports to Libya increased 
dramatically during the first six months of 
this year. ‘We expect Libyan purchascs of 
our manufactured goods and agricultural 
products to grow by about tenfold in 1981, 
Ennifar told 8 Days.‘ A major point in our 
favour concerning the Libyan markct, 
added Ennifar, ‘is the fact that Tunisian 
goods can be speedily shipped to Libya. 
which suffers from the problem of clogged 
ports.’ 

The final phase in the hearings on the 
continental plateau dispute between Tunis 
and Tripoli opened before the International 
Court of Justice in the Hague in mid- 
September. The court will advise on this 
delicate issue at the beginning of 1982. and 
the two countries will then have three 
months to negotiate a settlement. If they 
don't succeed, the two have agreed in prin- 
ciple to accept the court's ruling. 

So far, this dispute has prevented Tunisia 
from developing the promising Isis offshorc 
field in the Gulf of Gabes. The ficld is 
believed to hold reserves of some 104m 
tonnes. ‘We proposed to the Libyans the 
setting up of a joint company to exploit the 
hydrocarbon resources of the disputed 
zone, but an agreement was unable to be 
worked out, Tahar Belkhoja, Tunisian 
minister of information, told 8 Days. He 
added: ‘We have not given up hope that the 
improving relations between our two states 
will finally lead to some form of cooperation 
in this key domain. 

















OIL COUNTRIES INCREASE EUROPEAN DEPOSITS 


OPEC AFFAIRS 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 41, 12 Oct 81 pp 15-16 


[Text ] 


The oil-exporting countries placed a greater proportion 
of their investible current account surplus in the West 
during the first quarter of this year compared to last 
year. They channeled 90 per cent of their total iden- 
tified net cash into Western investments, compared to 
86 per cent in 1980. This is the trend discernible from 
the latest figures published by the Bank of England on 
the deployment of OPEC surpluses, but it is of course 
too early to tell whether the first quarter has set a 
pattern for the rest of the year. High dollar prices and 


good returns on Eurocurrency deposits may mean the - 


continuation of this trend in the remaining quarters of 
1981. 

Another noticeable trend in this year’s surplus 
deployment is the continued preference for long-term 
investments and away from holdings with shorter 
maturitics, such as bank deposits (See AmNahar Arab 
Report & MEMO, June 29). During the first quarter of 
this year, funds deposited in Westem banks accounted 
for 27 per cent of total new funds invested, compared 
to a ratio of 36 per cent in the last quarter of 1980. All 
in all, the OPEC surplus countries placed $5.2 billion out 
of an investible total of $19.1 billion in Western banks. 
Comparative figures for the last quarter of 1980 are $5.2 
billion and $14.5 billion. 

The Bank of England figures also show that the 
proportion of OPEC placements in the West, outside the 
US and Britain, also fell to 40 per cent in the first quarter 
from close to 50 per cent, which was the ratio achieved 


last year. This signals a shift away from the OPEC 
surplus countries’ preference in 1980 for spreading their 
reserves in other currencies than the dollar and sterling. 

The proportion of placements in Britain during the 
first three months of this year rose, reaching 27 per 
cent of newly-deployed identified cash surplus, com- 
pared to 2] per cent in the last quarter of 1980. The 











at 
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figure for the whole of last ycar was 20 per cent. Similar- 
ly, placements in the US during the first quarter of 
1981 represented 26 per cent of total identified net cash 
surplus, a rise of 9 per cent over the 1980 fourth quarter 
proportion of 15 per cent. 

There was a marked drop in lending to IMF and 
the IBRD during the first two quarters of this year, 
from $1.9 billion in the last quarter of 1980 to $700 
million in the first three months of this year, down to 
$600 million in the second quarter. This pattern is likely, 
however, to be altered later this year following Saudi 
Arabia’s pledge in March to lend the IMF $10 billion, 
and maybe $'5 billion, over the next three years (An 
Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, April 6). 


Direct loans to developing countries rose, by cont- 
rast, going from $900 million in the last quarter of 
1980 to $1.2 billion in the first three months of this 
year, and to a further $1.3 billion in the second quarter. 

The latest figures released by the Bank of England 
reveal the following changes between the fourth quarter 
of last year and the first quartcr of this year: 


— A net increase in Eurocurrency bank deposits in 
Britain of $1.1 billion during the first quarter, compared 
with a net increase of $1.8 billion in the last quarter of 
1980; 

— A net addition of $400 million in American banks 
compared with a net withdrawal of $1.1 billion in the 
previous quarter, 

— A 36per cent increase in US treasury note and bond 
holdings during the first quarter of this ycar over the 
$2.2 billion level achieved in the last quarter of 1980; 


— A steep decline in bank deposits outside the US and 


Britain, with a net withdrawal of $100 million compared 


with deposits of $2.8 billion in the previous three- 
month period; 
— In contrast to that decline in bank deposits, a steep 
rise in non-bank investments outside the US and Britain 
reaching a total of $7 billion, or 36 per cent of total 
identified deployed capital, compared to the 28 per 
cent ratio achieved in the fourth quarter of 1980. 
The surge in non-bank Western investments outside 
the US and Britain and the uptum in lending to Third 
World countries, after a two-year pattern of decline, 
show a shift both in terms of geographical diversification 
and a switch from massive cash holdings. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MOUNTING DIFFICULTIES REPORTED FROM WAR SITUATION 


Heavy Soviet Casualties 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Oct 81 p 3 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct 21l--In its recent issue the ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF INDIA 
has carried an article captioned "Inside Afghanistan" which says that "Russia 
has had imperial designs on Afghanistan for more than a century." 


The weekly said, the failure to fulfil these colonial ambitions through indirect 
methods led to direct Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. Commenting on the 
far-reaching adverse impact of the war the article says: "The war has all but 
ruined and depopulated already underdeveloped country and has cost the USSR 
heavily in men, money and international prestige." 


The article outlines the enormous military losses in equipment and material which 
the Soviet Union has had to endure in 20 months of fighting, more than 1,600 
Russian armoured fighting vehicles have been destroyed. About 150 helicopters 
and a dozen jet fighters have also been lost. 


Speaking about the casualties borne by the ‘Red Army,' the article says 
‘casualties are so high that, according to Mohammad Siddiq Farhang, former 
Karmal"s economic adviser, ‘the army has stopped shipping the bodies home to 
avoid calling attention to the casualties. 


It said that wrecked by outrageous Sovdet intervention the economy of 
Afghanistan has been shattered and is beset by an acute state of crisis which 
is depicted in a report circulated by Karmal regime to the embassies in Kabul 
which stated that the yearly plan had registered a decline of 33 per cent in 
anticipated investments in 1979-80 and 20 per cent in 1980-81. The Government 
has been dipping into its own reserves, believed to be less than 900 million 
dollars, and desparately need foreign capital, the article added.--APP. 


Tidal Waves of Refugees 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 19 Oct 81 p 3 
[Article by Abdullah, Commissioner Afghan Refugees: "Afghan Refugees in NWFP" ] 


[Text] The population of Afghanistan is estimated at 1.6 million spreading over 
an area of 25,386 square miles and sharing a border of 1,500 miles with Pakistan. 
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The first batch of refugees which crossed over to Pakistan was a batch of 
1,500 people who escaped in 1976 during Dawood regime. In December 1978, 
the refugees population shot up to 18,329, afterwards the trickle developed 
into a torrent and by 30th September 1981, we have 1,887,640 Afghan refugees 
in the province. 


The complication of the refugee population may be of some interest to the refugee 
watchers. They have come from different provinces of Afghanistan and the main 
Tribal groupings are Nooristani, Tajiks, Mishwanis, Salarzai, Kohistani, 

Gujars, Badakhshi, Safi, Ahmedzai, Shinwari, Mamund, Mohmand, Khugiani, 

Ghiljai, Hazara, Mangal, Jaji, Zadran, Sabri Sulemankhel, Qandaharis, Uzbeks 

and Turkmans. 


Uncertainties 


The problems of refugees administration have to be understood in the context 
of the inherent uncertainties of the Afghan situation as a whole. We are 
dealing with the unknown and that explains both the intensity and magnitude 
of the situation which we have to deal with. It is a continuing emergency 
and should be appreciated as such. 


Before November 1980, the Provincial Government dealt with the situation with 

the existing administrative and physical resources, but when the number of 
refugees crossed one million persons, it became impossible to look after 

the refugees problem without having a separate organisation. This organisation 
has been established which deals with 210 refugee camps with a minimum population 
of 500 refugees each. Most of the population lives in the camps while some 

others live in the built-up areas but are duly registered in their respective 
districts and agencies. The high density areas are Peshawar, Kurram, Bajaur, 
North Waziristan, Mardan and Kohai. The organisation has three tiers, the village 
which is known as RTV (Refugees Tented Village), the area consisting of five 

RTV's or more and the district or the Agency whose limits co-expand with the 
administrative districts and Agencies of the province. Each RIV contains six 
sections to deal with its problems and is administered by the Refugees Tented 
Village Administrator (RTVA). Apart from the administrative structure of the 
refugees organisation, some voluntary organisations both national and foreign 

are also working for the welfare of the refugees whose activities are co-ordinated 
by the Commissionerate Afghan Refugees. The main financial assistance has been 
provided by the UNHCR whose representatives work in the entire province and 
coordinate with the functionaries of the Commissionerate at various levels. 


An amount of Rs.230,815,849 has been released by the UNHCR during the last two 
years. The World Food Programme provides the foodstuffs according to the 
prescribed scales of wheat, sugar, edible oils, dry skimmed milk, etc. Regular 
coordination meetings are held to streamline the procedure and facilitate the 
process of relief distribution. Administrative actions are taken whenever 
genuine complaints are received and such action vartes from suspension to 
registration of criminal cases. 
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A tentative plan of developmental activities needed to meet the essential 
requirements cf the refugees has been prepared and the main areas of develop- 
mental work are health, veterinary, drinking water supply, education and 
income-generating schemes. The Commissionerate is running 27 mobile health 
units and 72 static dispensaries under the control and guidance of the Protect 
Director who is exclusively looking after the medicare of the refugees. 


Beside this, nine voluntary organisations are running 24 mobile health units 
and 40 static dispensaries. 


Similarly, 15 mobile units organised by the Animal Husbandry Department are 
providing necessary veterinary cover to the livestock brought by the refugees 
with them. Forty two drinking water supply schemes have been taken up out 

of which 18 have been completed and the work on the rest of the schemes is in 
progress. These schemes consist of sinking the tube-wells, augmentation of 

the existing resources and the gravity flow through the nearest available 

source. The small Industries Department has opened eight carpet weaving centres 
where the trainees have »roduced 1,839 sq. feet of carpet. A survey of available 
skills in the refugee caps has been taken up which will provide necessary 
information for future p?anning. 


Two hundred primary schools have been established in the camps and more will 
be opened soon. Apart from this, educational facilities are provided at all 
levels wherever feasible. Maintenance allowance is being distributed at the 
rate of Rs.50 per individual for which an amount of Rs.100 million is required 
on monthly basis in view of the refugees number at present. 


Relief items like tents, blankets, quilts, old clothes, shoes, etc., have also 
been distributed in large quantities in order to provide storage facilities, 

67 godowns are being constructed in the province in various districts and agencies. 
The Government is also planning to supply kerosene oil to the refugees for which 

a scheme has already been drawn up. . 


It will be interesting to point out that despite the rising number of the refugees 
and their camps dotted all over the province, there has been no visible law and 
order problem which explains the moral involvement of the local population with 
the cause of the Afghan refugees. The spirit of accommodation can be fully 
understood in the light of Islamic values whose manifestation in the context 

of the refugees influx has been a stimulating experience for all those associated 
with the refugees welfare. 
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NEW POLICY TOWARDS FUNDAMENTALISTS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 pp 22-23 


[Article by Mary Gearhart: 


[Text] 


THE ALGERIAN authorities appear to 
have stepped up the campaign against Mus- 
lim fundamentalists by their recent revers- 
ing of the policy of not publicising violent 
incidents involving ‘harmful extremists’. 
Although at the moment the country is 
calm, the last few months have seen clashes 
between fundamentalists and the Algerian 
authorities in Oran, Bel Abbes, Algiers and 
— the most serious — at the end of last 
month at Laghouat, a town in the high 
plateau 350km south of the capital. The 


clashes have led to hundreds of arrests and 


at least two deaths. 

The socialist government has long taken a 
serious view of internal groups, on both the 
left and the right, which it sees as a threat to 
national unity — and a challenge to the only 
party permitted, the National Liberation 
Front (FLN). The authorities have moved 
against Berber groups in Kabylie, against 
Communists (although officially their Parti 
de l'Avantk-Garde Socialiste, PAGS, is 
tolerated and against the religious fun- 
damentalists. 

Of the three, the fundamentalists are 
considered to pose the most serious threat. 
The government is coping better with the 
Communists, who complain that they are 
being picked off one by one and prevented 
from joining the ‘mouvements de masse’. 
Under Article 120, an Algerian must be an 
FLN member to join. Some PAGS men 
have claimed they were members — but 
were spotted by the FLN’s highly efficient 
intelligence service. | 

In a communiqué put out from Paris in 
Scptember, the PAGS threatened for the 
first time to withdraw support from Presi- 
dent Benjedid unless what it called the 
‘deviationist, opportunist and reformist 
tendency’ was halted. Essentially, the group 
is convinced that Algeria is moving to the 


“Algeria To Curb Extremists"] 


right and is poised to switch arms suppliers 
from the USSR to the West. Many obser- 
vers would agree. 

By meeting the Berbers’ demands for cul- 
tural autonomy halfway, the authorities — 
displaying a surprising degree of modera- 
tion and liberalism — have succeeded in 


- neatly outflanking them. The provision of a 


new chair in many Algerian universities last 
month for language and dialects, including 
Berber, undercut many of the demands of 
this group, which makes up a quarter of the 
20m-strong Algerian population. It was 
this — and refraining from sending in troops 
to quell a threatened general strike in 
Kabylie last month — which defused the 
situation. Hardly anyone obeyed the call to 
strike, and many dissidents were unhappy 
that the demands were political rather than 
cultural. This was in strong contrast to the 
Situation last year, when security forces 
were sent into Tizi Ouzou, capital of the 
Kabylie region to the east of Algiers; 
clashes led to at least two deaths (denied by 
the authorities) and numerous arrests. 

The government insists that if it were to 
concede all the Berbers’ demands it would 
then have to give in to the Muslim fun- 
damentalists, whom they fear far moze. 
Although, so far, it appears that the latter 
group’s political ambition is limited, the 
Algerian regime does fear the latent power 
of the extremists. 

In a major change of tactic, the 
authorities are now publicising violent inci- 
dents involving fundamentalists, in order to 
swing public opinion against ‘harmful 
extremists . E/ Moudjahid, the semi-official 
daily, claimed that those involved are 
‘ignorant adventurers who try to carry out 
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suspicious designs against the interests of 
Algeria, the Islamic nation and the path of 
religion. 

The authorities have some reason for 
concern. Some of the more violent incidents 
took place in the tourist resort oasis of El 
Oued. close to the Tunisian frontier in 
January 1980. A group of fundamentalists 
burnt down a hotel, emptied all the bottles 
of alcoholic beverages they could find and 
took holiday-makers hostage. Less seri- 
* gus incidents have occurred throughout the 
country in the past two years. Last month a 
group of zealots tried to convert the 
inhabitants of a poor suburb of Algiers. cal- 
led le Clos Salembier. They were promptly 
imprisoned by the authorities. 

But by far the most serious incident took 
place in Laghouat on 28 September. A 
group of Muslim fundamentalists, furious at 
the arrest of their chief, Said Sayah. for 
desertion from national service, barricaded 
themselves in a mosque they had trans- 
formed into a fort. 

From there they used a loudspeaker to 
launch an appeal for a Jihad (holy war) 
against the authorities. After two days of 
unsuccessful attempts at conciliation by a 
member of the higher Islamic council, the 
police attacked. During the fighting, at Icast 
one policeman was killed by dagger thrusts 
and a fundamentalist was killed by the 
police. Some reports claim two policemen 
and two fundamentalists were killed. 

According to El Moudjahid, the group ot 
‘trouble makers’ had taken control of the 
mosque some time previously, after ousting 
the mullah officially appointed by the mints- 
ter of religious affairs and replacing him 
with Said Sayah. It is understood the 
authorities had wanted to move against the 
group for sometime. Said Sayah’s desertion 
provided the pretext. 

At a meeting held the following weck. 
Minister of Religious Affairs Chibanc 
denounced, in a communiqué, ‘all 
behaviour, resulting in a false understand- 
ing of Is:. ~ used to spread a false faith. 
This leads to the setting up of a false leader- 
ship and encourages vandals to violate 
religious sites.. The minister demanded that 
the Algerian authorities ‘put an end to 
anarchy in mosques and ensure that dignity 
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and respect be accorded all those 
who work in the religious sector, 
including imams and muezzins.' 


This is the first time that such 
incidents have been openly discussed 
in the press. The government is 
determined to contain and control a 
movement it sees as harmful to 
national unity, imprisoning dissidents 
when it deems it necessary. 
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TOWN DEVELOPMENT OUTLINED 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2836, 13 Oct 81 p 17 
[Article by Bachir Sahel] 


[Text] El Asnam, October 11—A year after its destruction in an earthquake 
which killed 3,000 people and made some 400,000 homeless, the town of El Asnam 
is rising again. 


The authorities appear certain to keep their promise to rehouse the 200,000 
whose homes were destroyed in the town itself by the end of the year, with at 
least 75 per cent of the planned 20,000 new prefabricated houses already com- 
plete. 


However, the situation is not so encouraging in the surrounding countryside, 
mainly due to the shortage of building materials, the scattered nature of the 
rural communities and above all the difficulties of meeting the construction 
standards now enforced by the Government to guard against future earthquakes. 


School rebuilding is also behind schedule, and classes for 150,000 local chil- 
dren at the beginning of the new academic year have been held under canvas for 
the most part. 


In spite of these deficiencies the exceptional efforts--material, financial 
and human--of the authorities since the disaster show the Government's deter- 
mination to get the town on its feet again. And observers note that the results 
achieved, though hampered mainly by the lack of skilled workmen, compare very 
favourably with communities in other countries hit by similar catastrophes. 


In the town itself, which was destroyed for the second time in 30 years, the 
local population is also determined to remain, and activity is thriving. The 
new mosque, with its zinc dome shining in the sun, is now too small. 


For the local governor the main objective, after rehousing of all the homeless 
and the replacement of communal services, is the launching of a regional eco- 
nomic plan covering more than 120 development projects in the industrial and 
agricultural sectors. But it still depends on the final shape and siting of 
the reconstructed town, which will be decided by the Government in Algiers 
before the end of the year. (A.F.P.) 
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REFINANCING OF LOANS REQUESTED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 p 48 


[Article by Lionel Peters: 


"Sonatrach Returns to Euromarkets"] 


ALGERIA 


[Text] SONATRACH, Algeria's state-owned oil though to a non-Islamic borrower. The cus- 
and gas company, has caused a major stir in tomer is East Germany's Deutsche 
the euromarkets. The organisation has Aussenhandelsbank, one of the most secre- 
proposed to the major lending banks that it tive borrowers using the markets. The 
wants to refinance some of its syndicated $20m facility is repayable over three years 
loans raised between 1975-1979. at ¥%s above Libor. In a syndicate consisting 

Only one loan has been specified so far: entirely of Arab banks, Libyan Arab Fore- 
the $500m credit arranged for Sonatrach in ign Bank, National Bank of Kuwait and 
October 1979, the last time that Sonatrach Arab Bank Limited acted as managers; the 
used the euromarkets. The terms of the participants were Kuwaiti-French Bank 
facility were at that time the most favour- Banque Continentale Arabe and Arab Hel- 
able Sonatrach had ever been awarded: 10 lenic Bank, with -Arab Bank Investment 
years at 1 per cent above Libor, as opposed _ Company as agent. 
to the 1 ¥s per cent margin for previous cre- Middle East Airlines (MEA) has decided 
dits. to go ahead with its plans to revitalise the 

Sonatrach wants a substantially finer airline and buy in the latest European A ‘:- 
margin on the refinancing. say a split margin bus. Earlier this month in Paris MEA oiti- 
of %2-%e per cent above Libor for the cials met representatives from the banks of 
remaining eight years of the facility. Bear- two syndicated loans postponed from April 
ing in mind that the syndication of the this year. The airline is seeking extra funds 
$500m facility was not a success — it from the Beirut government to ease its cash 
required all the expertise of the lead man- flow problems. / 
agement group (which included Bank of Both the syndicated loan of $70m and the 
America, Chase Manhattan and Citibank) export credit of $350m are now likely to go 
to sell the deal to the markets. So it is any- ahead but the facilities may be modified. 
one’s guess whether Sonatrach will have its Meanwhile, one of the most complicated 
wish fulfilled. guarantee facilities has been arranged: 

At that time. the market believed that $291m for Samho Construction Interna- 
Algeria rated a margin of above 1 per cent tional of South Korea to build new barracks 
on its loans. Needless to say Scuatrach was for the Saudi Arabian National Guard at Al 
displeased with the terms. It believed that as Hassa. There are seven tranches in the facil- 
a state utility of an Opec member it should ity. including performance bonds, advance 
have commanded a margin nearer 7% per payment bonds, letters of credit and a 
cent. Indeed, one of the tender bids for the medium-term loan, with the maturity rang- 
$500m mandate was from Crédit Lyonnais, ing between 180 days and 30 months. 
who offered to arrange the loan for % per The loan was arranged by BA Asia (Bank 
cent throughout, although the offer was of America’s lending arm in Hong Kong), 
rejected in favour of the Bank of America with Arab African International Bank, Al 
group. Baab, Arab Asian Bank, Arab Banking 

Dar al Maal al Islami, the bank created to Corporation and Saudi American Bank as 
finance development in the Islamic world, co-lead managers, and Bank of Bahrain and 
has lead managed its first syndicated credit, Kuwait as the sole manager. 

CSO: 4500/33 


17 














OIL BARTER PRECEDENT FEARED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 pp 36-37 


[Article by Mary Gearhart: "Oil Barter Precedent Feared"] 


[Text ] 


ALGERIA’'S business partners are keeping 
a careful watch on tough negotiations in 
which the Algerian government is insisting 
on changing the terms of a $43.5m agree- 
ment with the Japanese automobile firm, 
Honda. 

Because of the continuing oil glut, 
Algiers is resorting to barter deals, as it did 
in 1975, to offload oil and continue imports 
without having to pay hard cash. But unlike 
Libya, which is pressing for only 30 per cent 
of import payments to be accepted in oil, 
Aigeria is asking for 100 per cent. F-rther, 
it is insisting that the oil it proposes tc barter 
is valued at the official price of $40 a barrel. 
And the recipients have to undertake to use 
the oil in their own country instead of trying 
to sell it on the already-glutted spot market. 

The Honda negotiations are seen as a test 
case. Algiers is clearly seeing what effect its 
new ploy would have on imports of non- 
essential consumer goods such as cars. In 
choosing their ground, the Algerians have 
been careful to avoid jeopardising the 
import of vital capital equipment. 

Honda has never signed an agreement 
like this anywhere in the world — and is 
loath to do so now. The Algerian govern- 
ment's decisicn te offer oil, and oil alone, in 
return for Honda’s cars was completely 
unexpected. Honda had concluded an 
agreement, through another Japanese “rm. 
Nichimen, with the state-owned Algerian 
mechanical construction company, 
Sonacome, to supply 15,000 vehicles. 

According to Japanese business sources, 
Honda was about to deliver the vehicles 


when, on 26 August, it was confronted with 
the demand for a barter deal. Honda's con- 
tract had not yet received the final, formal 
Signature of approval from the Algerian 
government. Technically, therefore, 
Algiers did not break the contract by insist- 
ing on a change of terms, but western busi- 
ness sources are alarmed at what they con- 
sider a breach of ethics. 

‘To comply with the terms of the contract, 
Japan had to build the cars and supply them 


at the required time — before“the signa- | 


ture,’ said a French businessman who has 
been watching developments with concern. 
‘This is well known, a sort of gentlemen's 
agreement. Algeria has broken this unwrit- 
ten code. The implications for the rest of us 
are considerable.” 


Another source said that the Honda 


episode was putting Algeria’s credibility at 
stake. ‘So far Algeria has enjoycd an envi- 
able reputation for being a reliable and cor- 
rect business partner, and for paying on 
time,’ he said. ‘But what it is doing now, 
though not illegal, is !ighly unethical.’ 
Honda, although the first to be faced with 
the barter demands, is not the only foreign 
company to be affected. Italy's Fiat has 
been asked to do barter deals, and so have 
French, West German, Belgian and British 
firms. So far none has agreed, although 
Algerian officials say Fiat may agree. 
Honda was given until 30 September to 
accept the new deal or scrap the agreement. 
The firm is continuing to negotiate with 
Sonatrach, the state-owned hydrocarbons 
monopoly. Some western diplomatic 
sources say they are ‘optimistic that the 
Algerians will show flexibility in reaching a 
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mutually acceptable solution. 

Algeria's new insistence on oil barter 
deals is clearly part of the country’s 
aticmpts to shore up its $106bn Five Year 
Plan despite difficulties stemming from the 
world oil glut. Oil liftings have fallen from 
1m b/d early this year to only 600,000 b/d. 

The country has yet to reach agreement 
on gas prices with most of its clients, 
although a deal with France is expected 
soon. The shortfall in both oil and gas has 
resulted in a liquidity crisis. Officially 
Algeria is keeping quiet about the severity 
of the impact, but with its ambitious Five 
Year Plan for 1980-84 underway and a 
population of 18m with ever-growing 
expectations, the consequences are clearly 
considerable. There is no sign of an end to 
the oil glut and Algeria is showing no wil- 
lingness to lower its price of $40 a barrel for 
crude, along with Libya's the highest in the 
world. Nigeria, which has similar quality oil, 
has recently dropped its price to $36 to 
stave off economic catastrophe. Algeria's 
strategy instead is to opt for oil barter deals. 

While western firms look on in dismay — 

‘If Japan today, it could be us. tomorrow,’ 
said one business source — there is a grow- 
ing feeling of solidarity among them. But 
alarm is most keenly felt in Japanese busi- 
ness circles. They see Algeria’s demands as 
possibly setting a dangerous precedent; 
Japanese industry fears it could now face 
similar demands from other oil-rich coun- 
tries in Africa and the Middle East — and 
Japan needs these markets more than ever. 
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Africa and the Middle East are seen as 
offering the greatest potential growth mar- 
kets for Japan, particularly its car industry. 
Its domestic market has shrunk with the 
world recession. The US recently imposed 
restrictions On imports of Japanese cars 
until 1984, and similar steps have. been 
taken by Canada and several countries in 
Western Europe. In the first half of this 
year, Africa and the Middle East bought 
470,000 cars from Japan. 

Now, the prospect of barter deals has sent 
4 cuill through Japanese industry and these 
new markets could develop into a 
headache. ‘It was one thing accepting barter 
deals in the mid-1970s when oil cost $12 a 
barrel,’ said one source. ‘But at $40 it's 
unsaleable. Most of the West has as much 
oil as it can stockpile. It certainly does not 
want more.’ 

The Japanese embassy in Algiers is not 
yet involved in the negotiations between 
Honda and Sonatrach and, according to dip- 
lomatic sources, will do so only ‘if things 
turn sour. One diplomat said he was hope- 
. ' ‘Algeria has too much to lose.’ Japan 
was taking about 600,000 b/d in condensate 
from Algeria earlier this year, but uncon- 
firmed sources in Algeria say Japan has now 
stopped buying since the snag in the Honda 
deal arose. 
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BRIEFS 


FUNDAMENTALISTS WARNED--Algiers, October 12-—-Having countered leftwing extrem— 
ists in the ruling FLN party and the mass organisations in Algeria, the authori- 
ties have now warned off Islamic fundamentalists who might be tempted to exploit 
to political ends the growing attraction of religion fer the country's youth. 
The violent clash between security forces and armed elements apparently organ— 
ised in a religious brotherhood at Laghouat, 250 kms (about 160 miles) south of 
here, at the beginning of the month is an illustration. The situation is 
Laghouat, which had been developing for nearly a year, appears to have been 
taken very seriously by the authorities from the moment when it became clear 
that, after having expelled the town's official imam from a mosque, the activ— 
ists had set themselves up as an organisation. Head of State Chadli Benjedid 
gave a clear warning to activists of all sorts who might be tempted to make 
Algeria "a field of ideological experiment" in a recent speech aimed at Marx-- 
ists and religious fundamentalists alike. "No-one has the right to monopolise 
socialist thinking," he said. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 

No 2836, 13 Oct 81 p 16] 


HOUSING AGREEMENT--The UK government has signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Algerian ministry of housing, paving the way for detailed negotiations 
by British contractors to supply 20,000 housing units worth about $380m. The 
agreement, signed on 11 October, was described by Peter Rees, the British minister 
for trade, as 'very significant.' It provides a framework for the commercial 
negotiations and signifies that if the British companies can agree on terms with 
Algeria they will win substantial contracts. The companies involved in talks 
with the Algerian government are Comentation, McAlpine, Paulings, Wimpey and 
W.S. Atkins, the consultants. The memorandum has an addendum which states that 
the Algerian government is seeking negotiated contracts for 20,000 housing units 
and their associated infrastructure. This figure has been geared to the pro- 
ductive capacity of the British contractors to meet Algerian demands within the 
scope of the 1980-1984 Development Plan. Contractors seeking entrance to the 
Algerian market had found that the authorities were not anxious to work on the 
private industrial level without some form of official understanding. The 


memorandum provides that. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 
p 23) 
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DAM AGREEMENTS-~Algeria and the USSR have concluded a protocol on the construction 
of a dam. This follows a meeting of an Algerian-Russian working party examining 
hydraulics and land improvement. The working party also examined the prospects 
of cooperation between Algeria and the Soviet Union in bringing about four other 
big dams included in the present Algerian Five Year Plan and of other similar 
projects so as to better master Algerian resources in surface waters. The two 
sides also examined the conditions under which studies will be carried out on 
hydraulic development projects, particularly in the areas of Annaba and the 
South Atlas. They also agreedon a new drilling programme to increase water 
supply especially in the south. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 

3 Oct 81 p 43] 
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BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


BRITISH COMPANY WINS CONTRACT--Britain's John Howard and Company has won a contract 
to provide docking facilities for a 4 million tonne a year iron pelletising plant 
to be built by the Arab Iron and Steel Company. Howard is to start immediately 
on the L8 million $15.2 million) contract, which provides for the construction 
of a deep water jetty and associated civil works. The company will build a 145- 
metre-long piled jetty approach, a piled jetty head 300 metres long by 35 metres 
wide and two piled dolphins. These structures will all be decked with reinforced 
concrete, Ancillary works include the installation of fenders, bollards and 
similar facilities and some work on the existing rock protection bund. Some 670 
tubular steel piles, 800 mm and 100 mm in diameter and up to 30 metres long, will 
be driven into the sea bed and 34,000 cubic metres of concrete placed. The Arab 
Iron and Steel Company has engaged the Kuwait Engineering, Operation and Manage- 
ment Company (KENOMAC) as engineer for the project, which is due for completion 
in 16 months, A turnkey contract for the pelletising plant is expected to be 
awarded soon, with Japan's Kobe Steel and a Japanese-German consortium made up of 
of Hitachi and Lurgi-Zosen as the main contenders for the $500 million deal (An- 
Nahar Arab Arab Report & MEMO, September 28). [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB 
REPORT & MEMO in English No 42, 19 Oct 81 p 5] 
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EGYPT 


OPPOSITION LEADER CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT'S SEARCH OF 'AL-DA'WAH' OFFICES 
Cairo AL-I'TISAM in Arabic No 10, 8 Aug 81 pp 10-12 


[Article by 'Umar al-Talmasani: "Strange Conduct in the State of Institu- 
tions: A Team of Policemen Break into Offices of AL-DA'WAH Magazine, Rifle 
Papers, Seal Premises with Wax and then Leave as though Nothing Had Hap- 
pened" | 


[Text] Dawn visitors or police guests visit AL-—DA'WAH 
Magazine without an invitation. 

Why is it that unless the commander orders them to 

take action the People's Assembly and the Consultative 
Assembly take no action when the law is violated and the 
Constitution is ignored right before their eyes? 

Why doesn't the vice squad take action when television 
shows the episodes of Nelly and Shuwaykar as well as 

sex films and dangerous kinds of cance which are killing 
all the rudiments of good morals? 

Why don't the police agencies which raided our offices 
go to the lairs of vice and the dens of crime when 

they failed to find anything that was banned or 
prohibited in the offices of AL-DA'WAH? 

With the power and tyranny they gained, they were not 
able to draw us away from our religion, our values, 

our faith and our Islam. 

They failed, but our cause lived on. 


[Editor's Foreword] Last Wednesday afternoon, 28 Sha'ban 1401 Hegira [1 
July 1981] people were taken by surprise in the state of institutions. They 
were alarmed and horrified [when they learned] that a team of policemen had 
stormed into the offices of AL-—DA'WAH Magazine in Cairo in a visit to the 
premises at dawn. They had no justification tor their action on security 
grounds and no permit from the prosecutor's office. They began rifling with 
the magazine's papers, searching its offices and questioning its guards. 
When they failed to locate any publication or anything that was banned, 
they returned with a sense of regret and failure. 


Such a scene had become customary and well-known in the days of darkness 








and gloom, when a tyrant who was called Nasir was Egypt's chief and an 
unjust man called al-Sha'rawi was in charge of the Ministry of the 
Interior. But now when the people of Egypt have freedom of speech and the 
right to express [their thoughts]--and to them [free speech] is more secure 
and more lasting than a piece of bread, a piece of butter and a slice of 
meat--what happened last week is considered a blow to the constitution, a 
violation of the law and a disgrace for the state of institutions. 


Amidst a wave of resentment and disapproval AL-I'TISAM turned to the most 
important man in the offices of AL-DA'WAH. He is the man who carries its 
banner, who directs its course and leads its young people. He is Mr ‘Umar 
al-Talmasani. We asked him his opinion, and this is what he wrote. 


On Wednesday afternoon, 28 Ramadan 1401 Hegira, which coincides with 29 
July 1981, policemen stormed into the offices of AL-DA'WAH Magazine. They 
took some of the newspaper's papers and led its clerks and custodians to 
the police station in the area after instructing them to take their clothes 
along because they were going back to their home towns. There was nothing 
peculiar about what happened; what happened was not peculiar. However, the 
odd nature of this conduct became evident to me when I compared what had 
happened with what I hear and read almost every day. 


First, we read and hear that the constitution rules and that the law is 
sovereign,. but we wonder about a constitution under which citizens are 
treated in a manner that scorns all citizens' rights. 


Second, storming into people's homes and offices can only be carried out 
with a warrant from the prosecutor's office. None of the people whose 
offices policemen had stormed into were presented with a warrant, if there 
was one. One wonders about the contempt for a law which the intruders them- 
selves are [supposed] to protect and abide by. 


“hird, the fact that such a matter took place these days just before the 
feast may be construed as the policemen's greetings extended to us on the 
occasion of the feast. It were as though they were telling us, "We are 
here!"' as though we did not know they are here and as though we had not 
seen such conduct before in our lives. We are the most knowledgeable people 
about the conduct of policemen, the defenders and protectors of the law. 
This is because they serve the people. Isn't this what we read and hear? 


Fourth, was a report written about the papers that were collected to 
indicate their importance and the details they comprise? Did anyone who was 
in the office at that time sign that report? How can it be determined after 
that what papers were collected? What guarantee is there to provide 
assurance that no other papers were slipped in [with those that were picked 
up from the magazine's offices]? 


Fifth, why didn't the police put the office under observation before 
storming into it? Why didn't the police then call a magazine official to 
watch the inspection and make a list of what was taken in a special report? 
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Sixth, what are the charges or even the faults that induced such conduct 
which is constitutionally unacceptable, legally reprehensible and inconsis- 
tent with any claims that the law is being respected and the [notion of 
the] inviolability of homes and offices is being honored? 


Seventh, why were the offices of AL-DA'WAH Magazine sealed with wax at 
3 pm and then reopened at 9 pm? Was it not enough that policemen con- 
ducted an illegal search? Did they have to seal the office with wax too? 


Eighth, what is more spurious than all this in a peculiar and mind boggling 
way is the fact that the existing regime, the parties and all the people 
inside the country and abroad know that we are the opposition who do not 
take exception to ‘ndividuals. We do not make charges without evidence; we 
do not stir up riots; and we do not provoke demonstrations or marches lest 
paid agents, people with ulterior motives or opportunists infiltrate those 
ranks to project an image of Egypt as a country where conditions are 
unstable and insecure. 


Ninth, is it not curious that some officials have sought our aid in preven- 
ting disturbances in more than one location? We used to help them not out 
of loyalty to anyone, but rather because our religion instructed us not to 
provoke disturbances and clashes. This is because Islam is a religion of 
charity and peace, and its advocates are advocates of peace and security. 


Tenth, those who are involved in this peculiar conduct, don't they know 
that nothing good could come out of it for themselves, for their religion, 
their homeland ana their citizens? 


Eleventh, what is the relationship between confiscating an issue [of a 
magazine], searching an office and sealing it with wax? Is it a desire to 
show power and might? Or is it a desire to make a public proclamation 
against the advocates of Islam to satisfy some hidden need? 


If I were to go on relating these violations, I could go on incessantly. 
But this matter cannot go by without comment, not for the sake of the 
lesson derived therefrom, not for remembrance, not for singing the praises 
of the constitution and boasting about the law and not for bemoaning the 
respect that the protectors of the law have for the law. But we do make a 
comment for the record to monitor the events that take place under the 
auspices of the law, which is protected by its guardians and under the 
auspices of the constitution which is respected by its authors. If we 
wanted to exploit the situation, the field is wide open for a comment on 
what happened, but we are too decent to engage in such activity. 


Others find in such conduct an ample opportunity to defame, to slander and 
to bemoan [the loss of | freedoms and the inviolability of homes and indivi- 
duals' rights. However, we are not good at that. In fact, we neither like 
such actions nor accept them. Our reactions to such actions are magnani- 
mous; what provokes ordinary people does not provoke us. It is not because 
our senses are dull that we are not provoked, but rather because we exer- 
cise control over our feelings, and this indicates the difference between 














those whose intentions are pure and those whose intentions aren't. Others 
would not have let such conduct go by without seeking defense and protec- 
tion from the courts. However, we will not resort to such methods because 
we are not opportunists and we are not fond of clinging to the consequences 
of facts we know are not unlikely for those who carried them out. We know 
that we have a small measure of freedom, but this freedom is incomplete. 
For it is on the basis of these freedoms that much is being committed which 
creates a big gap between what freedom is and freedom in action. We will 
not take the matter to court because God Almighty is the only One who can 
establish the truth between us and them. We will not slander, because it is 
not in our character to do so. We will not rebuke because we have no right 
to rebuke anyone. We are certain about where we stand with all the rulers 
of the Islamic countries. They want blind obedience, and we deny them what 
they want. They want to have an autocracy and exclusive authority, and we 
tell them, "No one rules but God.” 


Let it be known to everyone that we are not people who give in to desire. 

We do not fear the violence which makes others tremble. We believe that 

what befell us does not establish that we were mistaken and that if we were 

mistaken, this would not have befallen us. "God plans all things" [al-Ra'd: 

8]. We have a divine calling, and it is the decree of God Almighty to test 

those who have a calling. We chose our course with open eyes. When we took | 
it upon ourselves to carry the message, we were quite certain about what we 
would find. We made our choice, and there is no other choice to be made 
after that. This is beaause we made an agreement with Him who rules the 
heavens and the earth. “Allah's reward is better and more lasting" 
[al-Qassas: 60]. We will proceed on our course, confident in God's promise 
that "Happy shall be the lot of the righteous" [al-A'raf: 128]. Let those 
who have power do with us what they will. It makes no difference for us; it 
will not divert us from the plans we made for ourselves. The road we will 
travel is rocky, and the seas we will sail are stormy, but we will choose 
to travel on the rocky road and to sail the stormy seas. It is only God who 
makes things easy and difficult. Let them proceed as they wish on their 
course, for God is everywhere around them. We will go on our way. He whom 
God champions will triumph, even if the world with all its gear were to 
throw him down; [even then] the world remains defeated and unsuccessful. 


What happened was a blessing to us from God Almighty. Some people had been 
suspicious of our attitude as [members of the] opposition toward the 
existing regime. Some parties even said that we supported the existing 
regime, that our support for it was veiled and that there was a "gentle- 
man's" agreement between us and the existing regime. But God Almighty 
wanted to disprove what they said [and to show] that we were not [the kind 
of people] they thought we were. Only God Almighty knows that we oppose the 
existing regime and that we criticize it strongly for hesitating to put 
into effect in this Muslim country the law of God Almighty. But we express 
our opposition in an honest, clean, Islamic style. We do not slander, and 
we do not accuse; we do not defame, and we do not take advantage of oppor- 
tunities; we do not calumniate and we do not cast doubts. We are purely 
objective. We have nothing to do with persons or personalities. We discuss 
an action, not the person who carried out the action. We oppose conduct, 
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not the person who was engaged in that conduct. We are aware of the fact 
that this style does not please the regime and does not please its oppo- 
nents. But when did we take [the pleasure of] either one of them into con- 
sideration? It is God alone that we want to please, and we ask God that we 
remain on the path of righteousness. The most we hope for is that He be 
pleased with us, even though all people become angry with us. 


As the sanctity of the law and the prestige of the constitution are 
degraded in front of their eyes will the People's Assembly and the Consul- 
tative Assembly take action and denounce this conduct? Or will they listen 
to the justifications for this conduct if they are made immune to its 
actions? We are not asking them for anything. However, we are presenting 
their position to God Almighty and then to the people. We wonder, what will 
our national newspapers say? Will they defend a right they may squelch one 
day? Or will they commend the regime for what it did against freedom and 
against the dignity of citizens? What has happened will not hurt us. Every- 
one who heard about what happened expressed his regrets. But what happened 
does hurt what they did. We would not have accepted for them what they have 
accepted for themselves. But what are we to do when we do everything we 

can to protect people who do not want to be protected, but who proclaim 

in public what displeases God Almighty, His prophet, may God bless him 

and grant him salvation, and all fair-minded people? 


A final warning! 


If we had papers, weapons or forbidden objects and if we were afraid of 
being legaily questioned about them, would we have left these objects 
readily available to everyone in the magazine or in our homes? If we did, 
we would be stupid, and no one is accusing us of being stupid. It may occur 
to those who are intelligent that in view of this self-evident fact we may 
deceive the police who would not think of undertaking an action such as 
that which they undertook, and we would then leave what the law cautions 
against where everyone can have access to it. Good Lord! This meaning does 
not escape anyone who knows that everyone is lying in wait for him 
indefatigably and persistently. On our part it also saves efforts. It is 
curious that the morals police sees and hears what is being shown on tele- 
vision and takes no action even though what is being presented through that 
device is a dangerous cancer that stifles the growth of good morals in the 
hearts of young people. But the Ministry of Interior is shaken by a mere 
article that neither reforms nor corrupts, and no one in the state budges 
when AL-AHRAM newspaper dares to publish cartoons that are sheer heresy and 
violate the constitution. All people know who is behind this heresy. If 
officials do not show that they have an interest in this matter that 
approaches the interest they demonstrated in pursuing the Muslim Brothers 
by eavesdropping on them and spying on them, this country will not be 
spared the consequences of dangers that are approaching us every day. 


But it seems to us that the state's slogan toward the Muslim Brothers is 
this: "Any danger other than that posed by the Muslim Brothers is of little 
consequence." What I fully believe in is that every officiai in this 
country is quite confident that the Muslim Brothers are as far as anyone 
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can be from being someone's clients, conspirators, saboteurs, instigators 

and provocateurs. Despite all this, investigative and intelligence agen- 

cies are focusing all their efforts on the Muslim Brothers. Anyone who 

thinks that the Muslim Brothers are unaware of this has to correct his 

understanding [of the situation]. We never deceive anybody. At the same 

time we have not been and we will not be deceived by any method no matter 

how it appears to us to be lenient and sympathetic. Such statements may 

make some people angry. This is their business. We do not control anyone's 

pleasure or anger. How wonderful it would be if events were to take a down- 

turn and the [regime] were to close, confiscate, arrest, accuse, harrass 

and put [people] on trial. It would be wonderful if this were to happen. 

This would be like smelting pure gold and getting rid of all its 

impurities. We do not wish to encounter difficulties. We ask God Almighty 

for health. But if [such difficulties] are inevitable, people will know 

that those who were not driven away from their religion and their efforts 

by 'Abd-al-—Nasir, Hafiz al-Asad and al-Qadhdhafi, will not be dissuaded 

from promoting their faith by the vehemence of storms, the rage of tempests 

or the gloom of murky darkness. "Allah has purchased of the faithful their 

lives and worldly goods and in return has promised them the Garden" 

[al-Tawbah: 111]. The deal has been struck, and the only thing that remains 

is to fulfill its terms. We ask God Almighty to show us where He would Like | 
us to be. We ask this not out of fearlessness or a show of courage, but | 
rather in consideration and acceptance of God's decree: "You may hate a : 
thing although it is good for you" [al-Baqarah: 216]. 


The circumstances which Egypt is experiencing these days would forbid such 
conduct, especially with those who advocate the cause of God. Persistence 
in increasing their adversaries is not in the interests of those who [advo- 
cate the cause of God]. Did intelligent politicians overlook that? The 
conference of Islamic communities was the first and foremost factor, after 
the favor of God Almighty, in doing away with the events of al-Zawiyah 
al-Hamra'. Everybody knows this. They perceived it themselves, even if 
officials were to deny it. But the bitterness of a threat which is signaled 
one day from here and another day from there will only be experienced by 
those who hint at the threat. For God Almighty is omniscient; nothing 
escapes Him. "Actions as small as a grain of mustard seed shall be weighed 
out. Our reckoning shall suffice" [al-Anbiya': 47]. 


We have in our possession published leaflets: some of them are political 
and some are ideological. Their purpose is to slander the regime, and to 
infringe upon Islam. The government knows this quite weil, and it cannot 
deny it. If it denies it, people will accuse it of being unaware of what 

is happening throughout this country. The president announced that some 
citizens are engaging in conduct that he as a Muslim ruling a Muslim 
country finds unacceptable. What firm and decisive measures did officials 
take to drive those who strayed away from their erroneous ways and put the 
contemptuous in their rightful place? So far, nothing. But AL-DA'WAH Maga- 
zine is published, and everything in it is truthful and factual, decent and 
honest and [suddenly] noses turn red, ears twitch and officials violate the 
law and the constitution without hesitation. This is where we stand with 
the government, and this is where the government stands with us. "We shall 
both be judged by our works" [al-Baqarah: 139]. 
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Taking liberties with peopte's dignity and violating the sanctity of their 
homes is a sin forbidden by God. "Believers, do not enter the dwellings of 
other men until you have asked their owners' permission and wished them 
peace. That will be best for you. Perchance you will take heed. If you find 
no one in them, do not go in until you are given leave. If you are refused 
admission, it is but right that you should go away. Allah has knowledge 

of all your actions" [al-Nur: 27]. Thus, people denounced an action because 
it violated the law and the constitution. We denounce it on the strength of 
what was mentioned in God's Holy Book, the book which laid down for us 

the course of conduct in this life and in the hereafter. We also think 

that we are more committed to the constitution than its authors who had 
determined in its articles that Islamic law wass the principal source of 
legislation in this Muslim country. Thus our condemnation of this conduct 
is based first on God's law and, second, on the constitution, which they 
claim to respect. Which one of the two presents a stronger argument? Which 
one of them is a more reliable factor? By the way, doesn't the socialist 
prosecutor get into the act of censuring this conduct on the basis of the 
Law of Shame or the Law of Values? "Say, 'Each man behaves after his own 
fashion. But your Lord best knows who is best guided' "[al-Isra': 84]. 
There is no power or strength save in God. "If anyone thinks that Allah 
will not give victory to His apostle in this world and in the world to 
come, let him tie a rope to the ceiling of his house and hang himself. Then 
let him see if his device has done away with that which has enraged him" 
[al-Hajj: 15]. | 
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INVESTIGATION INTO TOP ISLAMIC LEADERS SLATED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 21 Sep 81 pp l, 6 


/Article:_ "Investigation into ‘Abd-al-Fattah Hasan Today, Shaykh Kishk on 
Thursday"/ 


/Text/ Yesterday the socialist public prosecutor's apparatus continued the inves- 
tigation of people detained in the cases of factional dissension. The investiga- 
tion, which Counsellor ‘Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali, the socialist public prosecutor, 
supervised, took place with the second group, which included 20 persons, headed by 
Salah ‘Ashmawi, owner of the franchise of the Islamic magazine AL-DA'WAH. Investi- 
gation of him went on for more than 2 hours, after which it was decided that his 
investigation would resume next Sunday. 


The investigation began when the detainee was questioned about his former political 
activity. He denied carrying out any political activity, but declared that he had 
been engaged in religious activity since joining the Society of the Moslem Brothers 
in 1937. He reviewed the history of the brothers and the brothers’ secret Special 
Organization. He said that he was imprisoned in the period 1948-50 and that he 
brought before ‘Umar al-Talmasani the notion of issuing the magazine AL-DA'WAH in 
its new form and demands for the application of Islamic law in 1976. ‘Umar-al- 
Talmasani was won over by the idea and established the Islamic Publishing and Dis- 
tribution Company, which was to finance AL-DA'WAH magazine, ‘Umar al- Talmasani 
was its board chairman, since he was the person who financed it, and he became its 
editor in chief. 


The investigation also involved two Christian religious figures, His Eminence Tadrus, 
Archbishop of the Orthodox Copts in Port Said, and Aliqs Ibrahim ‘Abdu, priest in 
the Church of Mar Jirjis, al-Jiyushi, Shubra, as well as 18 members and personnel 
from Islamic groups in Alexandria, al-Minya and Port Said Universities. 


The investigations, undertaken by 20 heads of prosecutor's offices in the apparatus, 
lasted about 4 hours, during which the detainees were confronted with the informa- 
tion available against them on their participation in kindling factional strife 
through provocation or approval. With regard to the lawyers detained, an investi- 
gation took place yesterday into the lawyer Muhammad Abu-al-Fadl al-Jizawi on the 
evidence present against him on his participation in kindling the factional strife, 
through his relationship and contacts with the communists, which he denied. At- 
tending with him was the lawyer Dr Ibrahim Darwish. 
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Investigation will also start today into ‘Abd-al-Fattah Hasan, the lawyer and fornm- 
er Wafdist minister. Attending with him will be the lawyer Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Ghani. 
The investigation of Ahmad Nasir and Muhammad ‘Id, lawyers, will start tomorrow, 
that of Muhammad Fahim Amin will start Wednesday, and that of Hamid al-Azhari will 
start Thursday. The investigation of ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al-Shurbaji, former head of the 
Lawyers’ Union, will start next Saturday, and attending with him will be the lady 
lawyer ‘Atiyat al-Shafi'i. 


The investigation of detained journalists will start tomorrow, Tuesday, when Husayn 
"Abd-21-Raziq is interrogated. 


Investigation will also take place today into a second group of persons who stirred 
up strife, who are 20 in number. 


The fourth group, which will be investigated tomorrow (Tuesday) by the socialist 
public prosecutor's apparatus, will consist the archpriest Bulus Basili Ghubriyal, 
priest in the Church of Our Lady the Virgin and head of the al-Karimah Coptic Ortho- 
dox Society in Shubra; Mahmud Sayyid Ahmad ‘Id, a former deliverer of sermons with 
the Ministry of Religious Endowments, who is now retired; Mukhtar Muhammad Ahmad 
Husayn, student in medicine, Cairo, and commander of the Islamic group in medicine 
in Cairo; Muhammad Naji Muhammad Bayyumi, a student in the Faculty of Fine Arts at 
Hilwan University and commander of the Islamic group in the faculty; ‘Ala'Muhammad 
Ahmad al-Tijani, student in science at the University of Alexandria and commander 
of the Islamic group in the faculty; Usamah Sa'd-al-Din ‘Ali al-"Iraqi, student in 
engineering in Alexandria and cimmander of the Islamic group in the faculty; 
Muhammad ‘Isa Dayf Muhammad, graluate of the Faculty of Education, al-Minya, and 
member of the leadership of the Islamic group in the faculty; Jamal Hibah ‘Ubayd, 
Muhammad, student of engineering at Port Said and member of the leadership of the 
Islamic group in the faculty; Muhammad ‘Abbas Muhammad Ahmad, student in letters 
in al-Zaqaziq and member of the Islamic group in al-Isma'iliyah; Ihab Sa‘'id 'Abd- 
al-Baqi, student in commerce in Asyut and member of the Society to Command the 
Proper and Forbid the Reprehensible;‘Ali Jabir Muhammad Darwish, student in science 
in Cairo and member of the Islamic group in the faculty; ‘Abd-al-Rashid Saqr Ahmad 
Saqr, doctor and giver of sermons in the Department of Religious Endowments, Cairo; 
Wahid ‘Abd-al-Fattah Muhammad, student ir letters, Sawhaj; Ahmad Mustafa Mughrabi, 
student in letters, Sawhaj, and a leader of the Islamic groups in Sawhaj; Tal'‘at 
Fahmi ‘Abd-al-Fattah Khafaji, student in letters, Cairo, and commander of the 
Islamic group in the faculty; Mahir Raghib Hanna, a lawyer and provoker of faction- 
al strife and religious faraticism; Ahmad al-Sayyid al-Khashshab, student in let- 
ters, Alexandria, a leader of the Islamic group in the faculty and leader of the 
orientation which is loyal to the Society of Brothers; Tal‘at Hafiz ‘Abdallah Hasan, 
a carpenter in the Suez Canal Authority and member of the Islamic societies in al- 
Isma'iliyah; Muhammad Sa‘id al-Sayyid ‘Abduh, known as al-Shadhili, student in com- 
merce, al-Zaqazig, a leader of the Islamic group in al-Isma'iliyah; and Sayyid 
Mahmud Shahin, a student in letters, Alexandria, a member of the Islamic group in 
the faculty. 


The Fifth Group on Wednseday 


The fifth group, to be investigated on Wednesday, will consist of Dr Mitwalli 
Yusuf Shalabi; Hamad Abu-al-Yazid Hayawi; Mustafa ‘Abd-al-Baqi Ahmad Hamad; 
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Midhat Subhi Hasan al-Muqaddam; Ahmad al-Sayyid Ahmad ‘Atiyah; Milham Badir Hamad 
"Abd-al-Latif; Muhammad Muhammad Ahmad Madi; Mahmud ‘Abd-aleKhaliq al-‘Aqidi; Aligs 
Yusuf As‘ad; ‘Abd-al-Masih Basit Abu-al-Khayr; Usamah Ahmad Khalifah Ibrahim; 
Muhammad Sa'id Isma'il; 'Ali Hasan al-Muzayyin; ‘Umar Hamdan Ahmad; Hasan Sa'id 
"Ali al-Shini; Fahmi Muhammad Muhammad ‘Amir; Jamal Muhammad Najib Salim; Hasan al- 
Mughrabi Karim; ‘Ala’ Hamid ‘Abd-al-Salam; Muhammad al-Sawi Muhammad Makhluf; and 
Ahmad ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Hasaballah. 


The Sicth Group on Thursday 


The sixth group, on which the investigation will take place on Thursdiy, will con- 
sist of Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Hamid Kishk, Mustafa ‘Abd-al-Latif Darwish, Sharif Husayn 
"Ala‘-al-Din, Sami Fahmi Qutb Rida, ‘Ala'-Al-Din Muhammad Mahmud Shawqi, Muhammad 
al-Sa'id al-Shahhat Salamah, Ahmad Duwaydar Shahhatah Duwaydar, Muhammad Rajab 
Sa'd al-Fishawi, Zaydan Muhammad Khayr ‘Afifi, Muhammad Muhammad Shawqi ‘Ali, 
Usamah Mustafa al-‘Ashmawi, Karam ‘Abd-al-'Alim Muhammad Hasanayn, Nasr Jindi 
Sulayman, Rif'at Mahmud Khalifah, ‘Abdallah Muhammad Hasanayn al-Shimi, and Ra‘fat 
Muhammad Hasan. 





11887 
CSO: 4504/18 


32 











EGYPT 


CRITIC PROBES OFFICIAL EXPLANATIONS OF STRIFE 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2780, 21 Sep 81 p 15 


/Article by Salah Hafiz: "Stop--A Question for the Media: Where Are the People 
Who Are Fabricating the Dissension?"/ 


/Text/ Our media's position really provokes amazement at this time. 


They are really preoccupied with the people exploiting the factional strife in 
Egypt, but are ignoring the people who are fabricating it! 


The people fabricating the dissension, on the Christian side, are of course domin- 
ated by people who have made a profession out of recruiting young Christians to 
travel to Lebanon, training them in combat in the Lebanese Phalange camps, bringing 
them back to Egypt and smuggling weapons to them. There are funds behind this or- 
ganized effort whose sources the government knows by name; the reports which the 
newspaper MAY has published declare that these sources are the World Council of 
Churches, German intelligence and American intelligence. 


However, our media do not seem yet to have received knowledge of this. There is 
no word of any of this story, nor any followup on the details of it. People have 
not heard on the radio, read in the papers or seen on television any young 
Christians who are witnesses to the conspiracy, any pictures or recordings of any 
of the people in it, or any symposia explaining its dimensions or exposing the in- 
terests that lie behind the people financing it. 


On the Islamic side, as well, we have not seen any pictures, heard any recordings, 
or watched any interviews that would expose the people fabricating the dissension, 
or the effects of their crimes, to use. We have not seen any of the professors 
that the Islamic groups have dealt with contemptuously under the cupola of the uni- 
versity, any of the students who have been stabbed by their knives, any of the girl 
students who have jumped out of a window to escape from their Tatarlike onslaughts 
during a university gathering, or any husbands they have prevented from walking in 
the street with their wives. The names of all these people exist, and are on 
record, and one can coniact the people to whom they belong. 


The media are no longer even opening the old files on these groups’ terrorist 
acts--the file on the slaughter at the Military Secondary School and its victims 
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or the file on the assassination of Shaykh al-Dhahabi, after his kidnapping and 
torture; we have not seen the victims’ families on television, nor have we heard 
them on the air, nor have we seen any security officials recounting the details 
and the background of these crimes and the efforts that have been exerted to con- 
tain and control them. 


So: 


The media have completely ignored the people fabricating the dissension on the 
Christian and Moslem sides; they have busied themselves completely with the people 
who have tried to exploit it! 


Isn't that a situation that provokes amazement? 


It is natural, when a fire breaks out, that we should be concerned first of all 
with the people who have set it, then after that with the people who have tried to 
engage in looting while it was going on. The real danger, in any struggle, is the 
one that makes the bomb and aims the cannon, not the one that yearns to strip the 
rings and gold watches off the dead after the fighting. 


However, our media, it appears, are of the opposite opinion. 


Since President al-Sadat took his bold decision to oppose the people who were fab- 
ricating and exploiting the strife, these media have been preoccupied with the ex- 
ploiters, not the fabricators. 


I do not deny that much of what these media have presented is striking and import- 
ant, but it is not worth summing up their attack on factional strife in the country 
with that. 


Likewise, the problem is that none of this is the essence of the issue in the case 
of Egypt, and in al-Sadat's struggle against factional dissension. 


The issue in Egypt now is that this country's peace and future are almost being 
blown apart by dissension. In this dissension there are well-known parties, well- 
known leaders, well-known financers, and interests behind the financers that are 
well known also. 


The government performed its duty when it decided to stand up to the danger and ar- 
rested about 1,000 people on the charge of fabricating the strife and at least 50 
people charged with trying to exploit it. 


Why, in the media, are the TV screens, the airwaves and the pages devoted to the 
people exploiting the strife and not to the people fabricating it? 


The future of Egypt is serious and there is nothing funny about it. 
The dangers of factional strife increase the closer the date for Israel's evacua- 


tion of Sinai comes. The forces that are concerned that Egypt explode internally 
before this evacuation are very numerous: foremost among them Israel itself, then 
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the Arab countries that are antagonistic to Camp David, then some anarchistic cur- 
rents which raise revolutionary banners. 


The real danger to Egypt from all these comes from the well-organized forces that 
are recruiting, massing, paying and perpetrating; the battle now is with these 
forces in the first place. 


And so forth. 

Masters of the media, at least act the way the government is acting. 

Set aside 1,000 minutes to exposing the people who are fabricating strife in ex- 
change for 50 minutes on exposing the people accused of exploiting it. Set aside 
1,000 lines to the former in exchange for 50 lines for the latter! 


Fight the people who are pointing the artillery at the heart of Egypt first, then 
allot the remaining time to the people who are waiting to pick up the pieces! 
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EGYPT 


SOME RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS INTO STRIFE ARE DISCLOSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 26 Sep 81 pp l, 11 


/Article: "Results of Socialist Prosecutor's Investigations Are to Be Presented 
to the People"'/ 


/Text/ Today the investigations by the socialist public prosecutor's apparatus 
are to begin on 13 detainees who belong to Islamic groups, to the dissolved Moslem 
Brothers and to the Repentance and Atonement /Soctety/. These are Muhammad Muhamnad 
Raja‘i, a student in commerce at Bani Suwayf; ‘Abd-al-Hakim Ahmad Mustafa, student 
in agriculture, Cairo; Ahmad Abu-al-Fattuh ‘Abd-al-Hadi, a student in medicine, 
Cairo; Muhammad Zakariya Sha'ban, a graduate of the Faculty of Engineering, Uni- 
versity of the Canal; Ihab Ramzi Muhammad Badir, student in the Faculty of Tech- 
nology in al-Minufiyah; Nash'at Kamal Ibrahim Isma'il, Faculty of Educatior, 
Alexandria; Husayn Mahmud Kamil Muhammad, student in agriculture, Cairo (branch 
of Al-Fayyum); Ibrahim ‘Abbas ‘Atallah, Faculty of Education, University of Tanta; 
and, from the Repentance and Atonement Groups, the students Wahid-al-Din Ahmad 
Sulaymsn, Muhammad Sa'id Mahdi Ahmad, al-Husayni ‘Abdallah Musa Sharaf-al-Din, and 
‘Izzat ‘Abd-al-Rashid Mihammad. 


The investigation may or may not be continued tomorrow, in the case of ‘Abd-al- 
‘Aziz al-Shurbaji, depending on the state of his health; the socialist public pros 
ecutor excused him alone, among the group of detainees, and permitted his wife and 
son to visit him. Today the investigation will be completed on ‘Umar al-Talmasani, 
editor in chief of the magezine AL-DA'WAH, Muhammad Fahim, lawyer and former mem- 
ber of the buard of the Lawyers’ Union, and Muhammad Abu-al-Fadl al-Jizawi, a law- 
yer. Investigation will also start tomorrow into ‘Abd-al-Muhsin Hammudah, an en- 
gineer belonging to pre-revolutionary parties. 


An. official source in the socialist public prosecutor's apparatus stated that the 
investigations were still underway and that their results would be announced to 
the people as soon as they were completed. The measures of investigation have 
taken place in the context of legitimacy and within the limits of the law and the 
constitution, in accordance with the legal organization of Islamic law, which makes 
the socialist public prosecutor alone, to the exclusion of others, the person con- 
petent to investigate various aspects of political responsibility. 


One cannot describe the measures that have been taken as exceptional ones, since 
they have derived their legitimacy from the people's approval of them as 
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represented by the unanimous results of the referendum. The detainees’ destiny 
will be determined in the light of the invertigations that have taken place regard- 
ing their activities, and, if the evidence of the investigation regarding any of 


them determines adequate cause, it will be handed on to the court; if not, it will 
not be handed over to the court /sic/. 
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STATUS OF LATEST PROSECUTOR'S INVESTIGATIONS INTO STRIFE REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 22 Sep 81 ppl, 6 


/article: Socialist Prosecutor Continues His Investigations into the People Who 
Stirred up Strife''/ | 


/Text/ Yesterday the socialist public prosecutor's apparatus began the investiga- 
tion into ‘Abd-al-Fattah Hasan, lawyer and former Wafdist minister, in the presence 
of the lawyer Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Ghani. The investigation, which was supervised by 
Counsellor ‘Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali, the socialist public prosecutor, took a number 
of hours. 


The investigation into Muhammad Abu-al-Fadl al-Jizawi, the lawyer, on his political 
history and relations with communist organizations, was completed yesterday. It 
was decided that the investigation which started the day before yesterday into 
Salih ‘Ashmawi, proprietor of the franchise of the Islamic magazine AL-DA'WAH, 
would be completed next Saturday, and the socialist public prosecutor allowed him 
to go to the prison hospital on account of the circumstances of his health, along 
with ‘Umar al-Talmasani. 


Yesterday 20 heads of public prosecutor's offices in the agency started investiga- 
tion into a third group of detainees, They were presented with the available evi- 
dence on their participation in kindling factional strife. This group contains 20 
people, including Muhammad ‘Abdallah al-Khatib, employee in the Ministry of Religi- 
ous Endowments, who has been engaged in writing and publishing religious books; and 
Mahmud Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Fattah Badawi, first instructor of Arabic language at the 
al-Saniyah School, who gave sermons in the ‘Imad-al-Din Mosque on assignment from 
the Ministry of Religious Endowments, and against whom the office of the public 
prosecutor made the charge of working assiduously in sermons to stir up factional 
strife, attack the regime and criticize the Camp David agreements, as well as birth 
control, on the basis of investigations by the security office. The investigation 
also included a number of commanders of Islamic groups in the universities includ- 
ing ‘Asim Hasan ‘Ali, student in the University of Asyut, whom the investigator, 

in the presence of his lawyer, Mahmud Tuffahah, confronted with intelligence re- 
ports on his resistance to security forces and aggression against the people in it, 
together with some of his colleagues, on 5 January. 


For the first time, the socialist public prosecutor also permitted the detainees 
to be visited. He agreed to a permit for a visit to ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al-Shurbaji, 
former chief of the Lawyers’ Union, by his wife and son, in the cardiac unit 

in al-Imbabah, where he has been detained. The investigation into the former union 
chief will take place next Saturday. 
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INVESTIGATION OF PEOPLE INVOLVED IN FACTIONAL STRIFE BEGINS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 20 Sep 81 pp 1, 10 


/article: "Investigation of the First Group of People Detained in Factional Events 
Has Started."/ 


/Text/ Yesterday the socialist public prosecutor's agency started the investiga- 
tion of people detained in the events of factional strife. The investigation, 

which Counsellor ‘Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali, the socialist public prosecutor, super- 
vised, dealt with the first group of people detained, including ‘Umar al-Talmasani, 
editor in chief of the Islamic magazine AL-DA'WAH; Hilmi al-Jazzar, general com- 
mander of the Islamic groups; Archpriest Zakariya Butrus Hanin, priest of the church 
of Mar Jirjis of the Orthodox Copts in Heliopolis; and Archpriest Athanasios Butrus, 
priest of the Church of the Angel Michael in al-Matariyah. 


The detainees appeared yesterday morning in the headquarters of the socialist pros- 
ecutor, where 15 agency members who are heads of public prosecutor's offices began 
investigating them on matters attributed to them regarding participation in the 
events of factional strife. Each detainee confronted the evidence present against 
him on his commission of acts which led to the creation of the factional strife or 
its escalation in any form, by provocation, actual assistance or approval, through 
articles, participation in symposis, distribution of pamphlets, or the exploitation 
of places of worship to give sermons and exhortations to enflame the fire of dis- 
sension. The investigators listened to each person's defense. 


The investigation continued in the presence of the lawyers, more than 10 of whom 
appeared with ‘Umar al-Talmasani alone. The lawyers praised the method of investi- 
gation and declared that the detainees had been granted all their requests in their 
places of detention. 


Counsellor Yusuf Daraz, chairman of the technical bureau of the office of the soci- 
alist prosecutor, stated that the detainees had been provided all the guarantees 
stipulated in the Criminal Procedures Law. 


The number of grievances the socialist prosecutor's received from the defense of 
the detainees came to about 300, in addition to 76 requests to receive medicine, 
clothes and food. 
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The investigation of a second group of detainees will start tomorrow. They are 
Muhammad ‘Abdallah al-Khatib, employee in the Ministry of Religious Endowments whc 

is engaged in writing and publishing religious books; Mahmud Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Fattah 

Badawi, a teacher, who is engaged in giving sermons in mosques; Ahmad Mahmud Hanafi, 
a student in commerce at Alexandria, a group leader; Ahmad Yahya Muhammad Matar, 
medicine, Alexandria; Hasan al-Barnas Bidar, medicine, Alexandria; Muhammad al- 
Sayfi, a driver with the Aluminum Company in al-Isma'iliyah; and Tahir Tawfiq, vice 
principal of the al-Zahra' primary school in al-Minya. 


This group also includes Ibrahim Muhammad ‘Umar, a student in the Faculty of Con- 
merce and Management Sciences in the University of the Canal, who is the commander 
of the group; Ahmad Salim Fu'ad Mustafa, a student in Medicine in Cairo; Hajjaj 
Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Ghani, a student in commerce, Asyut; ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Banna 
Mahmud ‘Ata, commander of the group in dentistry in Cairo; Aliqs ‘Abd-al-Massih 
Yusuf ‘Abd-al-Massih, a priest in the Church of the Angel Michael in a village in 
the District of Tahta; ‘Asim Hasan ‘Ali, letters, Sawhaj; al-Shamamisah ‘Abd-al- 
Massih and Rufa'il Ni'matallah of the Church of Kafr Ayyub ‘Awad; Mustafa 'Abd-al- 
Hamid, a student in medicine, Cairo; Hamadayn ‘Abd-al-'Ati al-Sabahi; muhammad 
Khalil, secretary of the Grouping Party; and Jamal As'ad ‘Abd-al-Mallak. 
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EGYPT 


BROTHERHOOD VERSION OF AL-ZAWLYAH AL-HAMRA' RIOT 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 63, Jul 81 pp 20-21 
[Article: "Facts We Offer Officials on the Events of al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' "] 


[Text] We are bringing these facts to the attention of state officials 

and to the attention of the Egyptian people so that they would all realize 
the real magnitude of the events that took place and [understand] the 
hidden motives of those who are fomenting sedition. [We are bringing these 
facts to their attention] so they would know who are the real criminals who 
are making threats by using the national unity of the Egyptian people, 
which was for the past 10 years and still is a sword hanging over the necks 
of Muslims only. 


The events began after the evening prayer on Wedensday, 17 June 1981 in 
front of al-Nasr Mosque. As Muslims were praying, they were surprised when 
a football hit the worshipers inside the mosque. A few young Christians 
had been playing football [in the neighborhood]. When the worshipers came 
out of the mosque and chided the young men, their response was rude and 
provocative. This moved one of the worshipers to warn his fellows against 
being dragged into [a confrontation], and he asked them to go away. 


However, before the Muslims went away, a shower of bullets was fired at 
them from the building across the street from the mosque, and one of the 
worshipers was killed. There was confusion and turmoil, and news of the 
incident traveled throughout the section of the city. Consequently, some 
Muslims reacted against Christians. 


After the night prayer as the worshipers were leaving the al-Nadhir mosque, 
which is almost 500 meters from al-Nasr mosque, the Christian Kamil 
al-Mawwan and his sons fired their automatic guns on the Muslims inside and 
outside the mosque. They. continued shooting until 2 a.m. Thursday, but 

the shooting did not cease until they were arrested. Other Christians also 
shot Muslims in the area of al-—Jinaynah and Abu Laylah farm. 


More than 60 persons were killed or injured since early Thursday morning. 
Until Thursday morning no Christian had been hurt, and it is known that 
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bullets had caused all the casualties among Muslims. Records at the hos- 
pitals of Ahmad Mahir, Bab al-Shi'riyah, Manshiyah al-Bakri, Heliopolis and 
al-Zahra' attest to that. 


Majdi Muhammad 'Abd-al—Mun'im, one of the injured in al-Nadhir mosque, gave 
an account of how he was injured. 


He said, "When the call to night prayer was announced, I went to al-Nadhir 
mosque to pray. When I bent over to pick up my shoes [after the prayer], I 
was hit by a bullet in my stomach. It tore up my intestines, my spleen and 
settled in my spine." 


Those who were injured also relate that the attitudes of Christian 
physicians in the hospitals to which they had been taken were inhuman. 

The anesthesiologist at Ahmad Mahir hospital declined to administer anes- 
thesia to one of the wounded so that a quick surgical operation can be 
performed. The Muslim physician performed the surgery without anesthesia. 
Another physician also declined to interfere to stop the bleeding of one of 
the wounded. He ignored him until his wound festered. When the wounded man 
was transferred to another hospital, the physicians [there] decided that 
his Life could not be saved because it was too late. 


Reactions from the Muslim and the Christian communities followed each other 
all day Thursday and Friday. There were casualties in both communities, and 
a number of people from both communities was also killed. [Finally], it 
became possible to bring the area under control, and a few officials 
assisted by a few Muslim advocates calmed the fury of Muslims in the area 
and restored stability and peace to the area. 


The outcome of this sedition was 96 Muslim casualties; by Friday evening 
more than 10 of them had died. 


Ancient and modern history attest to the tolerance of Islam and to Muslims' 
good treatment of Christians and others. This is based on the orders of 
their religion and the advice of their prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation. Muslims have never been advocates of intolerance. They have 
never initiated sedition. They have rather always been victims of 
intolerance. 


No religious minority in any country in the world enjoys what the Christian 
minority in Egypt enjoys. The whole world attests to that. 
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EGYPT 


BROTHERHOOD APPEALS TO CITIZENS 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 63, Jul 81 p 21 


[Article: "An Appeal" ] 


[Text] Today, this dear country is charting its course amidst events that 
are extremely dangerous for its future. Unless the people of this country 
can see their way in the light of God's Koran and the tradition of His 
Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, only God knows what the 
consequences will be. 


A brief pause in relation to the history of this homeland would provide 
incontrovertible evidence that Muslims and Christians lived under Islam the 
most tranquil and the most noble life led by citizens of different faiths. 


Events that occurred recently would alarm everyone who is loyal to his 
country. He would be alarmed by the fact that storms which are neither 
materially nor morally justified would loom in its clear skies. As long as 
Islam has provided all the citizens of this country with their full rights 
for these past hundreds of years, it would be a grave mistake for anyone to 
try to change this situation as long as Islam remains immutable. 


Recent events and the injuries, bloodshed and shootings that accompanied 
them affected Muslims only. These must be stopped so that an imminent 
danger can be averted. We are appealing to Muslim and Christian citizens of 
this nation to appreciate the sensitivity of the circumstances which this 
country is going through. We are also appealing to the government to adopt 
promptly all the measures that would restore to everyone a sense of peace. 
through measures that are based on firmness, justice, equality and a con- 
sideration of all circumstances so that every citizen can feel secure and 
safe. 


We are making this appeal to all citizens from a position of confidence 

in God and faith in His endless assistance. We have faith in the ability 
bestowed by God on His creatures to protect themselves, their funds, their 
honor and their faith from anyone near or far who tries to undermine them. 
This is an appeal that does not lack candor, and a hint is enough for free 
men. 
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We are asking citizens not to go along with foreign plans that seek to 
undermine internal security because of unjustified provocations whose early 
signals appeared in recent events. The events of al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' were 
the result of a policy adopted by Patriarch Shenouda. Egypt's president 
referred to that policy last May. The specific reference he made was to the 
fact that so far Muslims do not distinguish in their dealings between a 
Muslim and a non-Muslim. This is something that non-Muslims should be care- 
ful about because millions [of pounds] are being funneled from the pockets 
of their fellow Muslim citizens to the offices of their doctors and to 
their stores. 


We ask God that He bestow upon this country and the various Muslim 
countries peace and stability and that there be among His men "a nation 
that shall speak for righteousness, enjoin justice and forbid evil" [The 
Imrans: 104]. 
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EGYPT 


ARREST OF JOURNALIST CRITICIZED 

Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 63, Jul 81 p 5 

[Article: "Will Editors-in-Chief of Newspapers Be Deterred?"'] 

[Text] The Egyptian media are destructive. They try to spread vileness 
and corruption among people by means of what they publish, broadcast or 


show on the television screen. They show immoral material that arouses 
man's carnal instincts. 





Egyptian media have become cancerous, destroying the structure of Egyptian 
society with no one to resist and prevent them from [their efforts] to 
destroy, demolish and wreck everything that is good and deep-rooted in our 
society. It were as though the mind that operated and controlled these 
agencies were a Jewish mind that is naturally disposed to destruction and 
devastation. 


The al-Azbakiyyah Court of Misdemeanor recently sentenced the editor-in- 
chief of the newspaper, AL-JUMHURIYAH, Mr Muhsin Muhammad, to a suspended 6 
months term at labor and a fine of 20 pounds in the suit that was filed 
against him by Mr ‘Adil Sulayman, the editorial manager of AL-JUMHURIYAH 
and three attorneys representing society. The charge that was leveled 
against the editor-in-chief of AL-—JUMHURIYAH was that "He persisted in 
publishing immoral subjects and pictures that were contrary to the values 
and agreements of journalistic honor and contrary to the Press Union Law No 
76 for 1970." Sentence was pronounced by Judge Sayyid 'Uways, chairman of 
the al-Azbakiyyah Court of Misdemeanor. 


Will editors-in-chief of newspapers who persist in publishing such subjects 


as those which the editor-in-chief of AL-JUMHURIYAH has persisted in pub- 
lishing be deterred? We hope [this will be the case]. 
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EGYPT 


BIRTH CONTROL PLOT ALLEGED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 62, Jun 81 pp 40-41 


[Article by ‘Ali al-Qadi: "Is the Population Explosion Real? Birth Control 
between Islam and Christianity; the Church Forbids the Practice of Birth 
Control among Christians and Advocates Encouraging It among Muslims" ] 


[Text] Pope Pius XII declared his opinion plainly: "Christianity supports 

large families."' Clergymen in Free Ireland also announced that birth con- 

trol was sinful and that it [indicated] selfishness, godlessness and : 
heresy. According to the Cairo newspaper, AKHBAR AL-YAWM of 24 September 

1972 Nixon said that abortion was not congruent with religion and civili- 

zation. 


Along with the serious challenge of the birth control campaign, Muslims 

are facing the challenge of the emigration and the increasing number of 
Jews in Palestine. They are facing the challenge of Muslim extermination in 
Afghanistan, the Philippines, Eritrea and other countcies; and they are 
facing the challenge of the increasing number of Christians in Europe. In 
the meantime Muslims are practicing birth control in a variety of ways that 
include incentives or compulsion, as was the case in India in 1976. India 
then carried out the mandatory sterilization of males in the Islamic pro- 
vinces, and that aroused the fury of all Muslims there. 


Besides, a secret conference for Christians was convened in one of the 
Islamic countries. The following were among its resolutions: 


1. The church absolutely forbids the practice of birth control or family 
planning, and it considers anyone who engages in such practices to be vio- 
lating the instructions of the church, forfeiting the mercy of God, a 
killer of church people and a destroyer of their glory. 


2. Family planning and birth control are to be encouraged among Muslims, 
especially since 65 percent of physicians and those engaged in the delivery 
of health services are church people. 


3. Increasing the number of church people is to be encouraged, and material 
and moral incentives and aid are to be granted to poor families. 








4. People employed in the delivery of health services in government and 
non-government sectors were instructed to increase their health services to 
church people and to give them abundant care and effort. This would reduce 
the number of deaths among them. They were also instructed to do the 
opposite with Muslims. 


5. Early marriages are to be encouraged, and the costs of marriage are 

to be reduced. This can be done by setting church use fees and fees for mar- 
riage ceremonies in the churches [that are located] in the popular sections 
of the city. 


6. The church absolutely forbids Christian landlords from leasing homes, 
apartments or stores to Muslims. The church regards anyone who does that 
from now on to have forfeited God's mercy and the protection of the church. 
Everything must also be done to evict Muslim tenants from the buildings and 
homes that are owned by church people. The following comment was then made 
on these resolutions: 


"If we carry out this policy, making our effort to encourage our young 
Christian people to marry and to make it easy for them to do so propor- 
tionate to our effort to make marriage difficult for young Muslims and 
reduce marriage opportunities for them, our action will be effective in the 
attainment of [our] goal. It is no secret that the purpose of these resolu- 
tions is to bring about a decrease in the rate of growth among Muslims and 
to increase that rate among our young Christian people." 


The Opinion of Religion 


It is the opinion of Islam that Muslims should multiply so that they could 
fulfill their mission in this life, considering that they are God's suc- 
cessors on this earth. Muslims were asked to establish and thwart falsehood 
and populate the earth. They are to populate the earth by working con- 
tinuously and regularly according to the plan that was devised in the con- 
text of Islam's instructions. Muslims are to shun exploitation, usury, 
theft, bribery and anything that would hamper affection or security in 
Islamic society. God tells us, "Marry, have children and multiply so I can 
be proud of you among the nations on the Day of Resurrection." Daily bread 
is provided to those who work on this earth from God's inexhaustible 
coffers. God Almighty says, "Our gifts shall never fail" [Sad: 54]. 


Islamic advocate al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali discusses the opinions of 
those who believe in birth control. He says, "Why is it that the newborn 
child becomes a mouth to feed and not a worker? Why does he become a con- 
sumer and not a producer? Why does he become a burden on life not a helper? 
Why are future generations disparaged by humanity, and why does their 
presence become a source of worry and not a source of good news? 


It the material and moral efforts that were made by pessimists to kill 
these lives or to prevent them from being born were spent in correcting 
social errors and rectifying actual deviations, those efforts would make 
better sense. 
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A Muslim who tears God Almighty |in this regard] will find no problems 

in this life. In this regard God Almighty says, ‘He that fears Allah, Allah 
will give him a means of salvation and provide for him whence he does not 
reckon: Allah is all-sufficient for the man who puts his trust in Him" 
|al-Talaq: 3]. 


Economic Resources of the Islamic World 


Nevertheless, the economic resources of the Islamic world are tremendous, 

and they would be sufficient for any increase [in the population] regard- 

less how large that increase was. The only thing that is needed is integ- 

ration among the Islamic countries so that there would be full planning to 
guarantee that everything would proceed on a sound basis. 


Islamic countries hold the sources of the oil wealth; they produce 70 per- 
cent of the world's oil, and they make up 60 percent of international trade. 


Islamic countries also produce in Iraq and in Egypt 93 percent of the dates 
produced world-wide. They produce cotton in Egypt, Sudan and south 
Bangladesh; and they produce coffee and rice in Pakistan and so on. Unfor- 
tunately, integration is lacking even in trade. Exports of Islamic 
countries to other Islamic countries amount to no more than five percent of 
their total exports to the entire world. Their imports from each other 
amount to no more than nine percent of their imports from the whole world. 


Therefore, the matter requires that a new policy be devised by loyal people 
who are to do everything they can to carry it out. It is then that matters 
will become clear, and Muslims will find themselves sailing to the shore of 
safety. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/87 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


"UTHMAN PROPERTY SEQUESTERED--Yesterday the property of Rashad ‘Uthman, People's 
Assembly member from the District of Mina’ al-Basal, Alexandria, was sequestered 
in execution of the socialist public prosecutor's decree. This involved three 
private passenger cars, one of which was a 1981 Mercedes Benz, 13 trucks, tow 
trucks, and buses, two villas, and four buildings and open space lands ranging from 
20 to 500 feddans in area in the sections of al-‘Ajami, al-Dukhaylah, al-'Amiriyah 
and Umm Zaghiyu. A committee of the office of the socialist public prosecutor, 
under the chairmanship of the counsellor, with three heads of public prosecutor's 
offices as members, came to Alexandria yesterday and carried out the sequestration 
of the property of the People's Assembly member, which also included lumber ware- 
houses in al-Wardiyan, Mina’ al-Basal, al-Maks, al-Dukhaylah, al-‘Amiriyah and the 
Umm Zaghiyu area on the Cairo-Alexandria desert road, three offices, an import- 
export firm, and a shipping end unloading firm in the al-Bashbishi Building in al- 
Manshiyah. Letters were also sent to banks containing the text of the socialist 
public prosecutor's decree sequestering his funds which were deposited in then. 
/Text/ /Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 3 Sep 81 p 1/ 11887 


DETAINEES TO RECEIVE SALARIES--The office of the socialist public prosecutor resumed 
the political investigation into some persons detained in the recent events, includ- 
ing Muhammad Fahim, a lawyer and former member of the union board, ‘Abd-al- ‘Azim 
Isma‘il al-Mughrabi, lawyer and member of the secretariat general of the Grouping 
Party, and Dr Jalal Rajab, a lawyer. The office also resumed the investigation in- 
to the fifth group which contains 21 persons, including a number of imams in mosques 
and Christian religious figures, among them Dr Mitwalli Yusuf Shalabi, known as 
Yusuf Shalabi, dean of the Faculty of the Call to Religion of al-Mansurah, and 

Aliqs Yusuf As‘'ad, priest in the Church of Our Lady the Virgin in al-'Umraniyah and 
editor in chief of the magazine AL-HISAD which the church issues. Counsellor 
"Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali, socialist public prosecutor, ordered that the salaries of 
detainees who are working in the government or the public sector be disbursed to 
their families lest any of these families bear the consequences of the acts of 
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their heads and as a result be deprived of their source of sustenance. The under- 
lying idea in this is that these people's salaries are not to be affected by the 
detainees’ acts because they do not entail the same effects as measures of pro- 
visional imprisonment stipulated in the Law on the System of Government Employees 
and the Law on «he System of Public Sector Employees as regards wages. The 
investigayion into the journalist Samir Tadrus is to be postponed because the 
representative of the Journalists’ Union had_not appeared as of today. /Text/ 


/Cairo AL~AHRAM in Arabic 24 Sep 81 pp 1, 19/ 11887 


CSO: 4504/18 
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IRAN 


EXISTING CONDITIONS, CONTRADICTIONS, PRESENT FORCES ANALYZED 
Paris REVOLUTION in French No 82, 25 Sep 81 pp 18-21 


{Interview with Nuri Albala, Alain Gresh and Francois Ponchelet by Dominique Vidal; 
date and place not given.] 


[Text] The questions posed by developments in Iran are 
innumerable. To claim to answer them all is impossible. 
REVOLUTION has chosen two of the basic ones: What contra- 
dictions are at work in Iran, which are becoming sharper? 
What forces are present? This is what lawyer and specialist 
on Iran, Nuri Albala; member of the PCF's foreign policy 
group Alain Gresh, and journalist Francois Ponchelet, who 
"covered" the Islamic revolution for EUROPE NO 1, discuss 
below. 


Anyone who recalls the extraordinary popular movement which brought down the shah's 
regime, can only be surprised by the turn events have taken today. From the bloody 
attempts which are decimating the leadership of the republic and of the Islamic 
Party to the no less bloody repression imposed, there is a convergence of circum 
stances which is worrying and confusing even the friends of revolutionary Iran. 


Nuri Albala: What we in France have the most difficulty in understanding is that 
a person can be both revolutionary and religious as far as Islam is concerned. 
Indeed, this is the nature of the movmment which overthrew the shah, the victim 
not of an armed uprising, but of a combination of popular uprisings. 


Let us go back to the beginning. The shah's policy made all the classes and social 
levels of Iranian society in turn discontented. Its antinational character, subject 
to foreign domination, caused the reaction it aroused to express itself on a 
nationalist basis and as a form of cultural affirmation. Therefore, as Islamic, 
since in Iran any cultural affirmation passes through religion. 


To this phenomenon, the source of the major contradiction of the Islamic revolution, 
is added a circumstantial fact: the repression was such during the shah's period 
that for lack of parties, unions or authorized associations, the mosque was the 
only structure and the only place for meeting and organization. 


Thus, at the same time an in-depth movement of a country claiming its Islamic 
culture and a movement led by the mullahs themselves converged. The two. movements 
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seemed to coincide until the day when, with the triumph of the revolution, the time 
came for political changes. Then the contradictions arose among the various move- 
ments, but also among the 200,000 mullahs with diverse social origins and orienta- 
tions who did not constitute a politically homogenous group. 


Francois Ponchelet: During the entire first phase of the revolution, from Tehran's 
"black Friday" until the fall of the shah, the religious leaders are the catalysts 
for the discontent. They constitute a means of, a vehicle for, the revolution, and 
not an end: establishment of a religious power is not the objective of the millions 
of Iranians who risked their lives to descend into the streets. What they want is 
to be rid of the Pahlavis. 


In the second phase, with the shah's regime overthrown, the convergence of interests 
gives way to divergence. The religious leaders work to assure their own power, in 
other words, this type of feudal regime which--since the mullahs are the best 
organized force--ended up being imposed. The Iranian people have lost an emperor, 
the shah, and have found a guide, Ayatollah Khomeyni. 


Dominique Vidal: Isn't there a contradiction between what you each have just said: 
one of you speaks of the religious leaders as a heterogenous group, and the other 
as a type of monolithic coalition? 


Alain Gresh: History enables us to settle this question. The Iranian "clergy" 
has never been united and it has never constituted a homogenous political alternative. 


The mullahs, say some, have always been anti-establishment. This is not true. 
Shortly before the revolution, a "clergy" party was still collaborating with the 
shah. Similarly, after the October revolution when the Soviet Republic of Guilan 

was formed in Iran, it was panic stricken mullahs who helped put the Pahlavis on 

the throne. As in 1953, it was the opposition.of a certain number of religious 
leaders--and particularly the withdrawal of Ayatollah Kashani's support--to Mossadegh 
which was one of the determining factors in his fall. 


Back in 1978, two currents clashed within Iranian Shiism: for one group it was up 
to the religious leaders to define the law, which emanated from God, and to apply 
it, while the others limited the role of the "clergy" to a type of impetus, with 
the State being the business of lay people. 


These are contradictions which are expressed on the ideological level--between, for 
example some of the Mojahedin's ideas and some of Khomeyini's-- but also on the 
directly political level. 


Just as many elements remain true today and allow us to exclude the idea of a 
"mullaharchy" in the sense of a single power for all the religious groups. Even if 
it is true that some factions are trying to seize control of State. 


Dominique Vidal: But isn't this villent struggle among rival factions hiding--with 
the media's "assistance"--the attainments of the Islamic revolution? 


Francois Ponchelet: The attainments, in any case, must not be sought in the area 
of freedom. From the moment that opposition newspapers were prohibited and militants 
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pursued and forced to live in hiding with the constant threat of a speedy trial 
followed by an even speedier execution, how can we not find that Iran has returned 
to a regime which respects no liberty? 


And the economy? All that I know is that during my last visit, in August 1980, the 
situation was absolutely catastrophic, with producting running at only 20 or 30 
percent of capacity. 


Nuri Albala: The fact cannot be denied. Still, the origin of this situation must 
still be considered. 


How can we forget the desire of the countries who traded with the shah of Iran--in 
other words, basically the Unitea States and the Western world--to throttle the 
Islamic revolution? From the total halt in shipments, including spare parts for 
assembly plants, to the freezing of Iranian assets, there was a systematic sabotage. 
Also, how can we forget the burden of the war with Iraq? These two factors enable 
us to understand how the Iranian economy, which was not very bright at the end of 
the shah's reign, was able to collapse. 


Thus, here is a regime simultaneously confronted by a catastrophic economic situa- 
tion, by outside aggression and by outside and inside counter-revolutionary activity 
and, we will return to this, by the rebellion of several minority groups. How to 
face it? The desirable solution would have been to bring to the needs of the 
population the economic, social and political solutions they were expecting. The 
Islamic revolution attempted to do this, not without some success, particularly in 
eliminating illiteracy and construction of schools--five times as many as during 

the shah's period--, establishment of free medical care, nationalization of foreign 
trade, etc. But it has not been able, for reasons I have mentioned and due to the 
development of an insidious civil war, to reach the end of the road. 


To such an extent, it is through a different means, authoritarian means, that the 
regime is trying to find a way out of the difficulties assailing it. And this, I 
must say, does worry me, not only with regard to the liberties and the rights of 
man, but also for the future of the revolution itself for which democracy, in Iran 
as elsewhere, is the best defense. The best, but obviously not the most spontaneous: 
a people which has always, except for a few intervals, lived under the yoke of a 
dictatorship, does not discover democracy all at once. 


Dominique Vidal: Here a discussion could ensue on the relationship between democracy 
and revolution in the Islamic countries and perhaps, even more generally, in the 
Third World. As absurd as it seems to me to want to impose on these countries forms 
of democracy which arose from centuries of struggle and practice by the European 
people--and consequently to judge them by our standards--, the idea that development 
of democracy in these countries in their own forms would not be required by the 
revolutionary process itself also seems dangerous to me. Witness the Islamic revolu- 
tion. 


Alain Gresh: A revolution, however, which allowed the Iranian people to express 
their aspirations for the first time, braving the police and repression. This un- 
precedented popular movement was developed within a wide social, political and 
religious diversity. I mean to say by this that the source of the current 


5h 








difficulties in Iran is not to be found in some "natural incapacity" on the part 
of the Third World to conceive of democracy. 


Dominique Vidal: This is, however, an idea in vogue in the most diverse areas. 


Alain Gresh: I am hesitant in regard to any paternalistic theories of this type. 
No: it is rather in the struggles taking place in Iran and in what is at stake 
that the key to the evolution of the Islamic revolution must be sought. 


After the victory of the revolution, it was, let us say, a "liberal bourgeois” 
regime which tried to install itself. With Barzargan, in fact, it was a matter of 
taking over the basics of the shah's domestic and foreign orientations, but in a 
more "domocratic"™ form. Heavy combat ensued between this group and the others, 
dealing entirely with the goals and the future of the Islamic revolution. 


Today, the almost "racist" manner in which the media consider Iran as well as the 
actual complexity of the situation foster a certain "haziness."1 Although the 
current struggles no doubt deal with certain economic, social, political and inter- 
national stakes, it is difficult for us to grasp the ins and outs. 


Except for one, which we must keep in mind. For 30 years, Iran played a decisive 
role in imperialist strategy on the international scene: as "patrolman" of the 
area, it was simultaneously an intelligence post, military base and intervention 
force. The Islamic revolution has put an end to this too, to Washington's detri- 
ment. If any Tehran government can easily produce such accomplishments again, the 
United States and its allies will do anything to recover their bastion, if possible. 


Francois Ponchelet: Regarding democracy, it is certain that the first phase of the 
revolution was a formidable democratic movement, a formidable explosion in which 
each person finally was able to express himself. And the religious leaders acted 
to catalyze and to unify the unanimous desire to chase out the shah. 


Although the demonstrations since then have remained massive, it seems to me that 
their character has changed. As the religious leaders were seizing the apparatus 
of state, it was the mostaz'‘efin--the deprived people in the poor quarters to whom 
you give a little money so that they will go march--who took over the inside track 
in the demonstrations. This was, in particular, the case in the continuous demon- 
strations in front of the United States embassy which, once heterogenous, became 
the "property" of these "professional demonstrators." 


I was often present: this was no longer spontaneous democracy, but pure and simple 
manipulation. 


Then, what is the »nurpose of the revolution? i personally see no other explanation 
than a power struggle. Power for power's sake. Each time we pose this question 

of purpose, we come across the same phrase of Khomeyni's: "We will win because we 
are with God and God is with us." 





1. All the more reason to welcome Yan Richard's book "Chiisim, Imam et Revolution," 
[Shiism, Imam and Revolution] Paris 1981, which is an excellent introduction to 
Iran today. 
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Nuri Albala: "Power for power's sake," may be the goal of some Iranian leaders, 


but certainly not the purpose of the revolution itself. 
Francois Ponchelet: I meant the prupose of those currently in power. 


Nuri Albala: The difference is important. Why did the Iranians go down into the 
streets before the revolution and afterwards? Because they had something to say, 
to demand. And why did they identify, not with one of the important ayatollahs, 
such as Chariat Madari, with a higher standing in the hierarchy, but with Khomeyni? 
Because Khomeyni used the slogans that corresponded to what the people themselves 
wanted to express. 


Since then there has been some recouping, indeed some manipulation, no doubt. But, 
I find it difficult to believe that all of a sudden the day after 11 February 1979, 
the Iranians began to run into the streets without knowing why. The real problem 
is to find out whether the claims expressed in this fashion correspond to the 
orientations of the country's leaders. This is where the risk of side-slipping 
lies, aggravated by the poor functioning of the democracy. 


It is, in fact, not a matter of some “incapacity of the underdeveloped for democracy," 
but of actual obstacles, some inherited from a past in which democracy has never had 

a place, other linked to the present, particularly to the rejection of democracy by 
the most reactionary and demogogic factions, including those within the power 
structure. This is the gravest danger for the Islamic revolution, all the more so 
since the claims of the Iranian masses which remain cannot, under these conditions, 

be truly postponed or truly atisfied. 


Dominique Vidal: Can't this major problem, as well as others besides, be expalined 
by the absence of a great Marxist revolutionary force or a large Communist party in 
Iran? Doesn't the history of the Tudeh Party, particularly its overwhelming by the 
shah's repression, explain both the hegemonic Islamic character of the Iranian 
revolution and its difficulty in implementing a more coherent orientation and 
program? 


Alain Gresh: Actually, the Islamic thrust manifests itself throughout the Arab 
world and even beyond. 


One of the factors in this is indeed the shah's physical liquidation of the Communist 
Party, as is, more generally, the liquidation of independent democratic forces in 
most Arab countries. Concurrently, Islam became the only outlet, the only means of 
expression, even on the simple level of organization. 


The other factor is the failure, throughout the Near East, of the attempts to bring 
in "models," whether they be Western models labeled "liberal," or "socialist" models. 
Nowhere have the basic problems of the people been solved. 


At the same time, a series of contradictions is explained, beginning with the com- 
plexity of the religious world, crisscrossed by all the political currents. 


Francois Ponchelet: Any political "topology" of Iran must distinguish between the 
religious groups, themselves divided among all sorts of tendencies found within the 
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Revolutionary Party of Iran, and the lay groups, liberals such as Bazargan or revo- 
lutionaries such as Tudeh. 


Alain Gresh: While specifying that a member of the lay group such as Bani Sadr-- 
elected with close to three quarters of the vote--benefitted from wide support among 
the religious groups and had close relationships with many ayatollahs and mullahs. 
Just as the Mufahedin, moreover. This shows how difficult it is to separate lay 
groups and religious groups also. 


Dominique Vidal: As we are starting to speak about the forces present in Iran, let 
us begin with the extreme right. The removal of a star has brought the current fire 
upon the monarchist opposition. 


Nuri Albala: Im other words: the supporters of the ex-imperial family and the 
generals grouped around Oveissy, who made himself famous as the butcher of Tehran. 


Francois Ponchelet: It's the "last source." 
Dominique Vidal: Next to this group comes Shapour Bakhtiar. How do we define him? 


Nuri Albala: Before the revolution he was one of the leaders of the National Front, 
the bourgeois opposition to the shah, who had agreed to become his last prime 
minister. He was thus swept out of power with his master, in February 1979 and 
since then has been organizing a right wing resistance group which does not mean 
much in Iran. 


Dominique Vidal: Next the great interrogation, in other words Bani Sadr, and par- 
ticularly the Mujahedin with whom he is now linked. Why did these revolutionaries, 
once at the point of combat with the shah, place themselves at the head of the 
opposition to Khomeyni, even going so far in order to fight him, as to ally thenm- 
selves with forces which had every intention, it seemed, of using them as stepping 
stones? 


Nuri Albala: One word, first, on Bani Sadr's ambiguity. Yesterday he presented 
himself as the trusted man of the religious leaders, even calling himself Khomeyni's 
spiritual brother; then he wanted to be leader of the liberal current, before 

making himself the legitimate defender of the law when he was removed. 


If he remains representative, it is in fact due to the legitimacy of the vote. And 
the Mujahedin protected him, made him leave Iran and set him up in Paris in order 
to profit from his legal authority. 


Who are the Mujahedin! At the beginning they were a group stemming from the Iranian 
Liberation Movement then headed by Bazargan, who were thansformed into guerilla 
groups and were the spearhead in the struggle against the Pahlavis. In listing 

the martyrs executed by the shah, at least half of them would be the names of 
Mujahedin militants. 


Their opposition to the current leaders in Tehran is first of all ideological. As 
Musulmans and progressivists, they differ particularly with Khomeyni on the basic 
concept of Towhid: the unity which lays the fondation for the designing of a 
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homogenous society which no conflict of class or interests would divide. The 
Mujahedin feel that in order to arrive at this unity, it is first desirable to 
establish social balance which only the class struggle will enable. Without getting 
involved in the theological debate on the conformity of this concept to Islam, let 
us say that it incontestably plases the Mujahedin in the most progressive wing of 
Islan. 


For them, the current regime is more and more reactionary, and this is why they 
have decided to fight it. 


Dominique Vidal: The repression unleashed in Tehran is aimed more at the Mujahedin 
that at the reactionary counter-revolution, from the extreme right to the liberals. 


Nuri Albala: It is, in fact, from their ranks that the repression by the Islamic 
powers is taking the most victims. They were the first to directly attack the 
regime, and they attacked the base most dangerous to it, that is the name of Islam 
and the halo of its martyrs. Unquestionably, they are very popular in Iran. 


Francois Ponchelet: I can testify that in the large demonstrations in Tehran, the 
true popular heroes were the Mujahedin. There is no doubt that today, in the 
clandestine state to which they have been relegated, they constitute a considerable 
force. 


Nuri Albala: They feel it is necessary to unite all forces against Khomeyni's 

power, which they call reactionary; therefore, to ally themselves with representatives 
of the bourgeoisie, primarily Bani Sadr. In doing this are they weighing the risk 
that once these forces have used the Mujahedin to attain their ends, they will thrust 
them aside in turn? 


Francois Ponchelet: What amazes me is that the role of instigator is being played 
by the Mujahedin and not by the Tudeh Party. When the Iranian Communists are 
questioned, they reply: of course, many things are not working out in this regime, 
but its anti-imperialist orientation remains as the essential and is worth letting 
some mistakes slide. According to them, the interests of the revolution would be 
as well served ay the mullahs, from the moment they become anti-imperialist, as by 
a purely revolutionary government. 


Nuri Albala: Although I do not share this vision of the Iranian situation, it must 
be recognized that fighting against this regime--whether everything about it is 
pleasing or not--comes down to working with the enemies of the revolution. With the 
pro-imperialist forces, the survivors of Pahlavi power. I am not saying that every- 
one who is fighting the Khomeyni is reactionary--and certainly the Mujahedin are not 
--, but I find that they have been led to ally themselves with people who want to 
kill not only the Islamic power, but the Iranian revolution itself. It is this 
also--and therefore not just the support that Khomeyni's anti-imperialism merits-—- 
which lays the foundation for Tudeh's analysis. The alternatives are: either to 
support the regime, or to allow the counter-revolution to install itself. 


The other important aspect in analyzing Tudeh is that the party considers Tehran's 
leaders as a heterogenous group: beside elements which are indeed reactionary, it 
discerns progressivists determined to solve the country's problems. Anti-imperialism 











is also the satisfaction of the people's claims, the nationalization of Iran's 
wealth, its democratic control: just as many attainments to consolidate or to with- 
draw, which, for the Tudeh party, implies a constructive attitude with regard to 
power. 


Dominique Vidal: The key, therefore, is to evaluate the various currents pervading 
the religious groups, the orientation predominating in their discussions, and the 
concrete achievements of power. Tudeh, for example, distinguishes three tendencies: 
one which is frankly reactionary, another which he calls "realistic" to the extent 
to which it accepts cooperation with progressive forces, and finally one called 
"optimistic" which is militating for this. These divisions overlap other analyses 
which distinguish two major currents, based on their attitudes towards structural 
reforms. Which brings me to my question: In what way, until now, have these dis- 
cussions been settled? For example, what is the status of land reform? 


Francois Ponchelet: Answering this type of question is made difficult by our lack 
of information. It must be recognized that there are no longer any French jour- 
nalists in Iran except for the AFP correspondent and that all requests for visas 
are systematically rejected. I add that what we do know only concerns Tehran. 
Between the dominant "anti-Khomeynism" on the one hand, and the impossibility of 
obtaining information on the other, it i. admittedly modest. 


Nuri Albala: It is true that the "bad press" that the Islamic revolution has 
received is not just due to the prejudice of many in the media, but also to the 
grave mistake committed by the revolutionary leaders in keeping out reporters. 


Alain Gresh: Regarding land reform, we know only that it has been the subject of 
draft legislation. But, has the legislation been adopted? Has it been applied? 
We have no answer to these questions which, nevertheless, directly concern three- 
fourths of the Iranian population. 


More generally, specific information is rare on the disputes among religious leaders, 
but the entire history of Iranian Shiism is enough to prove that they exist. In- 
cluding within the PRI, among its leaders, and within the government. 


In fact, while Tudeh is stressing the attainments of the revolution and supporting 
the power to consolidate them, and the Mujahedin are denouncing the attacks on 
freedom and want to fight for democracy, I am almost tempted to admit that each is 
right. The problem--but it is not up to us, in Paris,.to solve it--is the balance 
between the two elements which has to be found for-an overall evaluation. 


Nothing would be worse, in fact, than to play the game of counter-revolution in the 
name of democracy. But we also know, as revolutionaries--and not, I repeat, just 
through "European" attachment to human rights--that whenever a revolution has 
restrained democracy, flouted freedom and silenced the people's movement, things 
have ended up turning against it. 


Dominique Vidal: There remains one inevitable question on the possible outcome--or 
outcomes--of the current crisis. Between the opinion on the part of most of the 
media that the Tehran regime is condemmed to death, and Khomeyni's assurance that 
his government is "the most stable in the world," here, too, a more balanced evalua- 
tion must be possible. 
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Francois Ponchelet: Khomeyin's popular support is difficult to measure when you 
are not on the spot. At the beginning, during what I call the “period of the 
revolution," Khomeyni indisputably had more than three-fourths of the population 
behind him. Even if his prestige has been maintained and the respect he elicited 
remains, I do not believe that his supply of trust is still as great. Even if 

a million Iranians have buried Radjai. Again, the .~bilization and the spontantity 
seen at the beginning are lacking. 


Alain Gresh: If the regime is still holding, it is in part due to its popular base, 
particularly to the deprived ones of whom we were speaking. Apart from this, pre- 
dicting the future based on the current supply of information seems very risky to me. 


What do we know, for example, about the attitude of this large force which the army 
constitutes? Discredited when the shah fell, it has been rehabilitated by Bani 
Sadr and is now involved on two fronts: against the Kurds and against the Iraqi 
army. 


Nuri Albala: Although it does not seem to me that the army, due to its heterogeneity 
and the splits it has endured, would play a real role in the future. 


Alain Gresh: The second question mark is the minorities. It suffices to say that 
they constitute more than half of Iran's population, as a measure of the risk, if 
their demands are not satisfied, of the country's dismantling. Since the revolution 
they have been met only with a determination to repress them. So much so that 
following the Kurd's open armed struggle, other minorities, particularly the Baluchis, 
are beginning to move. According to Tehran, the Baluchis are being manipulated by 
Washington: whether this is true or not, it will not prevent a serious threat to 

the future of the Islamic revolution, if there is not a change in attitude. 


Dominique Vidal: From listening to you, one would turd to conclude that it is above 
all on the religious leaders themselves, their debe: . and the results of these 
debates, that the outcome depends. Regaining a wider public support, activating 

the forces of the revolution would depend on the response of Tehran's leaders to a 
few key questions: democracy, economic and social program, structural reforms, 
minorities, etc. But, for lack of information, it is better to await these replies 
than to predict them? 


Francois Ponchelet: Absolutely. I add, because you did not mention it, that the 
future is linked to Khomeyni himself. As the catalyst of the revolution, his 
authority and his prestige will enable him to limit the opposition. It is afterwards, 
once the lid of the pot has been removed, that we will really see what is happening 
inside. 
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PHOTO CAPTIONS 


One million Iranians at the funeral of President Rajai and 
Prime Minister Bahonar. 


Nuri Albala - Age 38. Lawyer for the appeals court in Paris. 
Secretary of the French Association of Democratic Lawyers. Has 
completed several missions to Iran as an observer for the Inter- 
national Association of Democratic Lawyers. Has worked with Sean 
McBride on the plans for a commission of inquiry on the crimes of 
the shah. 


Alain Gresh - Age 33. Director of the Communist Youth Movement. 
Since 1978, a member of the foreign policy group of the French 
Communist Party, responsible for the Northern Africa/Mid East 
sector. Is working on a thesis on the Palestine resistance 
movement. | 


F. Ponchelet - Age 39. Graduate of the Centre de Fromation des 
Journalistes. Reporter for EUROPE NO 1. Has made a dozen visits 
to Iran since the beginning of the revolution. 


Rajavi, the leader of the Mujahedin, with Bani Sadr. 


Is Khomeyni's supply of trust still large? 


61 








IRAN 


DETERTORATION OF SOCIAL ORDER IN TEHRAN REVIEWED 
Rome RASSEGNA SINDICALE in Italian No 33 17 Sep 81 pp 29-31 
[Article by Rahmat Khosrovi: “Death Throes of a Regime" | 


[Text] On balance the Islamic administration is a disaster. The 
social, economic and institutional order is nearing final col- 
lapse as the Islamic terror slaughters its victims and the purges 
bring the essential services to a standstill. 


We are probably witnessing the death throes of the mullah regime, which is mired 
down in the most extreme variety of blind political repression but has nothing to 
offer for the future in the social, economic or cultural sectors. All efforts at 
mediation attempted by the progressive forces during 2 1/2 years of theocratic 
government have failed, and the excessive power and fanatical vehemence of a hand- 
ful of men who have put a muzzle on the revolution in the name of Allah have set 
Iran on a course leading to a disastrous civil war. Religion--as a support base 
for the political system--has evolved into a restoration of Islamic primitivism 
pure and simple. Bani Sadr and Rajavi--two of the most prestigious opposition 
leaders--are living in exile in Paris and are helping to reorganize the ranks of 
the opposition to the theocratic regime in Tehran. 


On balance the Islamic administration is a disaster, and the social, economic and 
institutional order is nearing final collapse. The war against the ethnic minori- 
ties continues to slaughter its victims and sow destruction; freedom of speech, 
freedom of association, the freedom to demonstrate are disregarded; and "transgres- 
sors" are punished--even including adolescents--with capital punishment. The 
democratic press has been totally suppressed; the universities have been closed for 
2 years; and the Islamic courts have the power of life and death over the individ- 
ual, who lives or dies at the pleasure and discretion of the mullahs. Every 
morning the macabre scene is repeateds the military trucks take to the cemetery 
the bodies of tens of Leftist activists, and democrats, who have been executed by 
firing squad. 


One can die as the result of a secret accusation, or for having shown discourtesy 
to some obscure religious personage; and a special corps of 20,000 men has now been 
created and authorized to shoot "suspects" on sight. The people of Iran are living 
in an inferno that is perhaps comparable only to German Nazism; and the only reason 
for living--according to the liturgy and dogma of the ayatollahs--is "death, either 
as a traitor for the opposition or as a martyr for the faithful.” The repressive 
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administration, however, has elicited its own murderous counterstrokes. Hundreds 
of its leaders--large and small--have already died, engulfed in the vortex of the 
violence that they themselves designed and executed. The 28 June attack on the 
headquarters of the Islamic Republican Party [PRI] took the life of Ayatollah 
Beheshti, head of the party and the Number Two man in the government, as well as 
the lives of 74 other high-ranking party members (the perpetrators of the attack 
are still unknown, but there are those who allege that it could have been the work 
of a group within the PRI). Since that date other attacks have taken the lives of 
key men of the repressive structure--men such as Hassan Ayat, PRI theoretician; 
Rajai, president of the republic; Bahonar, the head of government; and Ghoddusi, 
the head of the Islamic courts. 


We are perhaps witnessing the beginning of the end, however, and the worst is prob- 
ably yet to come. Not satisfied with the effect of the tens of daily executions, 
some of the hard-liners are asking that the figure be raised to the 4,000 of the 
times of Mohammed. The harshness of the regime is, paradoxically, the tangibie 
sign of its own disintegration. The previous regime, a few months before the end, 
had likewise carried out shocking massacres. On 8 September 1978--4 months before 
it collapsed--more than 5,000 were slain during a demonstration in Jaleh Square in 
Tehran as tens of democratic opponents were being executed at the ill-famed Evin 
Prison. Nor has anyone forgotten the massacre at the cinema in Abadan in which 700 
died. 


The orthodox Shiite alternative--which seized power following the revolution--has 
accordingly failed in every respect, and there are no antidotes to save it. Des- 
pite the fact that the spreading civil war, the repression, and the war with Iraq 
are absorbing everyone's attention, the most substantial threat to the regime comes 
from the economic situation. The annual rate of inflation is more than 60 percent, 
and the nation’s total production has declined to only 30 percent of what it was 
under the Shah. According to Bani Sadr the losses resulting from the 444-day 
kidnaping of the American hostages total $80 billion. Foodstuffs are becoming 
scarce, and more than 80 percent of the nation's essential goods are imp-rted. 
Interminable lines form in front of shops that sell the necessities of life, because 
everything is rationed and subjected to price controls while the black market is 
prospering. Gasoline now costs 400 lire per liter compared to 120 lire under the | 
Shah but each automo’vile is entitled to only 1 liter per day, while government offi- 
cials themselves have organized the black market in motor fuel and are selling 
gasoline for as much as 1,000 lire per liter. Each person is entitled to from 100 
to 120 grams of frozen meat per day and 300 grams of rice, and soap is in fact 
nowhere to be found. 


The situation with resvect to sanitation and health care is particularly desperate, 
and epidemics have afflicted the more depressed regions of the nation. In addition 
to the shortage of medicine there is a shortage of doctors, who by the thousands 
have had to leave the country because of the continuing purges and even execution 
by firing squad of those who oppose the application of Islamic norms to medicine! 
Iran's financial situation is so disastrous that the government cannot risk meeting 
its current obligations and for months has not paid broad segments of its own civil 
service. 


The unemployment rate is extremely high: 6 million, compared to 1.3 million under 
the Shah. To this must be added the 2.5 million refugees from the war zones and the 
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1.5 million Afghans who have sought shelter in Iran since the Soviet invasion. As 
a result of the incompetence, disinterest and sabotage; the clerical violence that 
has been manifested even withii the government; and the exasperating slowness of 
the bureaucracy, the apparatus of state has been shackled. The oil revenues 
currently received by the national treasury are "small change™ compared to those of 
the past, and Iranian crude often goes unsold on the world markets. The authority 
of the government is ephemeral, and everything is being entrusted to the firing 
squads. 





The government-sponsored demonstrations on the occasion of the funerals give the 
appearance of being well attended, but they are command performances enforced by 
the threat of reprisals against those who do not participate. The repression--and 
the resultant response by the revolutionary organizations--have sown confusion in 
the ranks of the regime as fear and distrust spread in high government circles, 
whose numbers have been depleted to only 20 or 30 percent of their original strength 
since tne attacks began. Mass arrests are being made within the ranks of the army. 
Since the flight of Bani Sadr and Rajavi a total of 600 personnel have been arrested 
in the air force alone. The purges in army ranks are continuing despite the fact 
that the nation is at war; and not a few clashes have taken place between army units 
and the “pasdaran,” the armed branch of integralisn. 


Cn the resistance front the opposition is growing in strength, and the leftist revo- 
lutionary organizations ranging from the Khalgh Mujahedin (the Islamic Lefi) to the 
Fedayan Khalgh and Peykar (both of the Marxist Left) have gone over to the armed 
resistance. At the same time, however, intense political debates are taking place 
(through the medium of frequent clandestine documents) concerning the creation of a 
"Democratic People's Resistance Front.” In this connection the Mujahedin and Bani 
Sadr have launched a political project--the "National Resistance Front"--which has 
already received broad support but has not yet become a unitary alternative, 
although it is the one with the best “chance.” 


Meanwhile, the response of the resistance forces to the Khomeini despotism is going 
beyond the mere elimination of individual officials of the regime; groups of mili- 
tants in increasing numbers are improvising "lightning demonstrations” under the 
protection of armed revolutionary vanguards. Other democratic organizations of the 
Left that are of an exclusively political character are acting to mobilize public 
opinion on an increasingly broad scale to prepare it for the future offensives of 
the revolutionary forces; to combat fear, the principal weapon of integralism; to 
instill trust; and to inform the public of the widespread support for the resis- 
tance throughout the country. 


Devrived of its key men, the government leadership is at the present moment suffer- 
ing a sharp decline in its power and is attempting by any means possible to involve 
foreign powers, with the dual objective of obtaining public support by playing the 
role of "victim" while simultaneously (and, it would seem, paradoxically) conclu- 
ding secret agreements with a view to reinforcing its own power. This overall 
process is going forward in an obviously very disorganized and distorted manner. 

We may point out two facts by way of example. Much ado was made over the inter- 
ference of Israel, as an enemy of Iran, and the Left was accused of collaborating 
with that country; yet it is now known that the integralists themselves had 
acquired arms from Israel. 








Another curious fact is the support that the Soviets have openly given to integral- 
ism while accusing the resistance of terrerism but remaining silent concerning the 
daily massacr’ 3 carried out by the regime. No less clamorous is the anti-American- 
ism practice. by integralism. To quote former president Bani Sadr on this subjects 
",.+eDespite the seeming anti-Americanism, the pro-American line is victorious at 
the top level of the government. it is now a well-known fact that the Americans 
knocked at everyone's door, and that there were those who accepted the invitation." 


In concluding this overview of the combatant forces mention must be made of the 
collaborationist Left, which comprises the small Tudeh group and the splinter group 
of the "Fedayan majority." Although these organizations have had their headquar- 
ters and newspapers taken away from them (just as the others have), they are con- 
tinuing their suicidal policy of participation in all the iniquities of the regime. 
This policy has had its repercussions, however, and schisms have occurred recently 
within these groups. The group that has detached itself from the Tudeh Party is 
clandestinely publishing its own newspaper, the MARDOM PROLETARIO [as published |, 
and has asked the Islamic courts to "be able to prove, through authoritative 
testimony, the involvement of the leadership group of the Tudeh FParty--headed by 
the Kianuri--in certain crimes that have harmed the party members themselves." This 
news appeared in issue No 753 of the weekly I GIOVANNI D‘OGGI [as published ]. In 
short, against the background of the decay brought about by integralism as Iran is 
caught in the midst of dramatic events, the revolutionary response to the repression 
is overwhelming. "They must go," is the urgent refrain. 
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ISRAEL 


YAMIT CITIZENS MOBILIZE AGAINST WITHDRAWAL 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 4 Sep 81 p 15 
[Article by Amnon Barzilai: "Yamit: Last Days of Pompeii"] 


[Text] "Take a bottle. Fill three-fourths of it with benzine. Then take a regular 
tampon, for the wick. Put half of the tampon into the bottle, and tape it into 
place." At this point, Yosi Selah leaves off describing how to make a Molotov cock- 
tail. He is interrupted by Yokhai Merhkav, who lives across the street in a workshop 
that is now idle in the industrial area of Yamit. Merkhav says: “If you make it 
that way, it will explode in your hand. What you should do is close the bottle with 
a cork. Then fasten the tampon to the neck of the bottle with insulation tape. 
Moisten the tampon with spirits. You light it with a lighter and it burns nicely. 
At Degania they stopped a Syrian tank this way." Rami Bavyof is Selah's partner in 
the factory for rebuilding compressors in Yamit. Like his friends, he is opposed to 
withdrawal from Sinai and the evacuation of Yamit. Listening to Yokhai's words, he 
nods his head in agreement. He likes the way Yokhai, who is from Kibbutz Merkhavya 
and who came to Yamit ) years ago to open a business, describes the method of 
making the Molotov cocktail. 


Far from the desolate industrial area of Yamit, at the southern approaches to the 
city in the desert dunes, at Yamit's delightful swinning pool, Jeffrey--the owner 

of a food stand at the sports center--labors to meet the demands of his customers. 
During one of his free moments, he gives expression to his thoughts and plans: 

"I don't know what the evacuation of Yamit is. They are not going to evacuate me 
from here. At home, I have an M-16 rifle, 5000 cartridges, and 16 grenades. And 
that's not all." Jeffrey came 6 years ago from the U.S. and went to Yamit "to realize 
Zionism." It is said that the evacuation of Yamit will be "the end of Zionism." 
Jeffrey confirms rumors heard in the city about large quantities of weapons which 
were brought in recent months to the city. Who brought it? When? How much? Where 
is it stored? Jeffrey shrugs his shoulders. More he does not know. He can only 
repeat his earlier statement: "They are not going to evacuate me from Yamit. Let 
them evacuate the IDF. I am staying." 


Seven months before the date of the official withdrawal from the city of dunes and 
its return to Egypt, there still hovers a great shadow of uncertainty over the 

2800 residents of the city. Of 339 families who own apartments in the city and who 
are entitled to reparations, only 45 families have refused to sign up for the settle- 
ment. In the opinion of the head of the team handling this project, Moshe Ninio, 
these figures prove that the evacuation will "occur peacefully." But Yosi Selah, 
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chairman of the businessmen's committee, says that these numbers are misleading. 
"If it was only a problem of 48 families, why haven't the rest left the city? Why 
are they all staying?" 


When darkness falls, the modest business district of Yamit appears abandoned. On the 
door of the largest store in the city, Home World", is a sign which says that from 

30 August the store will be closed until the government decision to evacuate the 

city is reversed. Even the coffee houses are closed relatively early in the evening. 
An announcement by the postal branch posted on the bulletin board states that the 
branch will be closed for 3 days. The management of the supermarket announces to 

the residents that fresh dairy products will be available only 3 days a week. 


Sara Feifel, owner of "Home World", says: "We closed the store because we are tired." 
Ms Feifel came to Yamit at the end of 1975, with her husband Haim and their two 
children. They were one of the first 15 families to settle in Yamit. The Feife!? 
family, from Cincinnati, ied the first American group which was formed in 1973 : rior 
to its emigration to Israel, to settle Yamit. Haim Feifel earned a living as a cantor 
in a synagogue in the U.S. When he decided to immigrate to Israel, he changed 
careers. He went back to the university and studied physical education and rehabili- 
tation counseling. Of the 15 families who formed the group in the U.S. only five 
remain at Yamit. Since the signing of the Camp David Agreement, ten of those families 
returned to the U.S. "One morning we got up and discovered that we had no home. I 
am in a crisis,'"' says Sara Feifel. "We cannot work in the store and watch the busi- 
ness go down little by little. I built a business and I thought it had a future. 

I asked nothing from thestate of Israel. When we came to Yamit, there was nothing 
but dunes. There was no water, no vegetation, no birds. I did not get a penny from 
the state. One day my husband went to Tel Aviv, and because “Home World - Yamit" 

was written on the truck, they threw stones at him. Since then, I decided: I will 
fight to get as much as I can. If they treat me like that, I will be an extortionist." 
Sara Feifel says that the families whe returned to the U.S. after the Camp David 
Agreements did not have the strength to start all over again. For them everything 
began and ended at Yamit. In discussions which government representatives held with 
all of the families in Yamit about conditions of evacuation, they proposed paying 
families from the U.S. a sum of money around $75,000. "That was not enough money 

to buy an apartment in Israel. But it was a lot of money in the U.S.," says Ms Feifel. 
For the Americans who had no other family in Israel, it was an offer they could not 
refuse. They took the money, their children, and their possessions, and they went 
back to the U.S. 


Rabbi Yisrael Ariel, Yamit's rabbi, says: "People were forced to betray their home- 
land for money." He is one of the extremists in the city against evacuation. Rabbi 
Ariel ran in the Knesset elections several years ago on the Kakh list of Rabbi Meir 
Kahana. He is also one of the three members of the Ma'oz secretariat in Yamit, to- 
gether with Avi Farkhan (Tehiya) and Na‘aman Aharon. This group, the number of 
whose members in the city is not known, has as its goal the stopping of the with- 
drawal from the city. The methods of this group, which perserves its independence 
and refuses to be merged into the Movement for Stopping Withdrawal from Sinai, are 
unknown. "Unfortunately, part of our ammunition will not be known until the last 
minute. But with the help of God and the Jews, there will be no withdrawal," says 
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Rabbi Ariel. When he is asked if the Ma'oz people intend to defend the city with 
arms, he smiles mysteriously. "That is precisely what is difficult for me to say. 
We are on a tight wire. We will want to avoid bloodshed." Are you threatening mass 
suicide? he is asked. The rabbi is evasive: "I have reported to you formulae of 
thinking." 


From the entry to the city of Yamit, which like the entry to a military camp has 

a barrier manned by a reservist, there winds an asphalt road to the sea shore. Over 
the past few years, Yamit's beach has attracted hundreds of thousands of bathers from 
all over the country. The water is blue and clean, the sand soft and white. Last 
Saturday before the end of the summer vacation, there were about 10,000 bathers on 
the beach. Alongside the road, by the parking lot near the beach, there has grown 
over recent years a beduin market. Yamit residents have preferred the market for 
green vegetables over the supermarket. A kilo of grapes from the Gaza Strip here 
costs five shekels. Even reports of a cholera epidemic in Gaza have not deterred 
buyers. A kilo of mangos from Moshav Sedot here costs 18 shekels. 


The Rawisha family, from Kfar Shaykh Zawid, about 10 kilometers west of Yamit, has 
set up a market by Yamit to sell jalabiyas and handiwork which they collect from 
villages in the Sinai and bring from Egypt. A jalabiya sold at the Shaykh Zawid 
fair costs 80 shekels, and they can sell it here at Yamit for 250 shekels. At the 
end of the summer vacation, when the crowds at the bazaar have lessened, the family 
members have time to think about their future, after the evacuation of Yamit. The 
idea that enchants the oldest brother is to buy to automobiles and work asa taxi 
driver on the Israel-Egypt border. After some thought, he says: "Perhaps I will 
get a passport and travel to Amsterdam." Ibrahim, a member of one of the beduin 
tribes,who is employed as a life saver on the beach, thought of realizing his dream 
of traveling to Hawaii and engaging in water skiing. The plans which the beduins 
are making in anticipation. of the evacuation of Yamit bring to mind part of the 
lecture by Arye, who directs the field school at Yamit, about the link of the Arabs 
here to the place. The residents of Shaykh Zawid are beduins who came from Saudi 
Arabia to northern Sinai at the end of the last century. They too are not age old 
residents of the Sinai. One of those listening to his lecture asks: "So why are the 
Israelis forced to evacuate northern Sinai?" 


One of the industrial successes of Yamit is the "Hayashtil" nursery. Vegetable seeds 
are imbedded in calcor formations. By means of special fertilizers and because of 
the good climatic conditions, vegetable seedlings grow within a month, and are sold 
to moshavim in the Salient. This method of growing tomatoes without planting them 
in soil was developed by Menahem Shmueli, one of the owners of the nursery which 
developed the method in Florida. Is it not symbolic, that here, in Yamit, tomatoes 
are raised without roots, with no link co the soil? Shmueli smiles, confused. As 

of now, there has been no agreement with him regarding evacuation to Israel, except 
that a parcel will be set aside for him in the industrial area of Ashkelon. Shmueli 
is one of the settlers who has accepted withdrawal and evacuation, although he voted 
for Tehiya in the elections. But as a 5-year resident of Yamit he is attuned to the 
feelings in the city. "Lealing with people is a sensitive problem. They have not 
handled the settlers well. The government and the media have said: You are diseased, 
prostitutes. All you are interested in is money. If someone owns a house in Tel 
Aviv and they want to widen the road, won't he struggle against all of the authorities? 
Here they want to pave the road of peace over our homes. What does a man say to 
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himself? You have slandered me. I am already blackened, so let's be bastards to the 
end."' In spite of this, Shmueli believes that the evacuation will be peaceful, "but 
if the people are aroused and the bitterness of the silent majority is increased, 
they will join the ideologists, the Ma'oz people, and the Tehiya activists." 


Many people have heard this warning before going to Yamit. They have been told: 
"Don't go to Yamit. You will be forced to change your whole world view." Seven 
months before the official evacuation, the warning is still there. Yamit, on its 
enchanting beaches with its desert landscape is a clear tourist attraction which earns 
thousands of dollars. The cool north wind blows in from the sea in the morning, and 
in the late day the winds blow from the south, from the desert, and reduce the 
humidity substantially, in comparison to the high humidity to the north, at Ashkelon. 


Now in Yamit they tell about Elon who was "broken" and agreed to sign the evacuation 
agreement. He took his money and bought an apartment in Jerusalem. Two months 
after he left, he returned to Yamit with his family, and to those who asked him said 
that he and his family could not adjust to the quality of life in a big city. This 
question also troubles Yesi Selah: "What will I do with my kids in Kfar Saba? How 
will my son get used to looking both ways when he crosses the street?" In Yamit 
there are no roads between the houses. The only highway in the city girds it like 
a belt. From this road, are spread parting lots, on the edges of the houses and 

the city. The city is crisscrossed by long malls, and the only vehicles permitted 
are bicycles. 

The city is remarkably clean, “although this was not always the case," says one of 
the residents. Some of the people have stopped tending their gardens. Next to the 
homes which were built by the Housing Ministry and which were not sold because of 

the signing of the peace treaty, there is desolation. The last neighborhood of 
cottages were an attraction for thousands of Israelis. Beds, sinks, and refrigerators 
were put into the empty houses, and they were rented for 56 shekels per bed per night. 
The vacationers prepared their own meals. 


A new wind began to blow in the city 2 months ago. Thirteen families settled in Yamit. 
The group was led by Rabbi Yesi Entman from Ma'ale Qodumim. He began the activities 
to prevent withdrawal from Yamit. Meshe Ninie, the chairman of the staff managing 
the evacuation of Yamit, claims that this act was not "settlement" but that the group 
had received official permission to reside here because of a housing shortage in 
settlements in Gush Katif in the Gaza Strip. But it was the official request of the 
group. In Yamit they say that another five families have come to the city, and they 
have taken up residence in empty houses. This is how Hanan Perat came to Yamit, and 
according to Gush Emmim people, the flow has not stopped. Ms Rivka Entman, the 
rabbi's wife, says: "There are 200 empty apartments in the city, and the answer to 
evacuation is settlement. We have all kinds of ideas on how to populate and fill 
the empty apartments , but I will not give details now." 


As time passes, new organizations are sprouting in Yamit, opposed to evacuation. 

Every group has its own methods. Every organization has its own ideas. Even though 
they have the same goal -- stopping the withdrawal -- some of the people are afraid 
of the far reaching activities of some of the groups. They say that the force which 
came from Samaria has nothing to lose. They have houses and jobs in other parts of 
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the country. On the other hand, the residents of Yamit have a long account with the 
government. The discussions do not revolve around only the financial compensation 
for evacuated homes. In contrast to the farmers who live on Meshavim in the Yamit 
district, there has been no solution or even discussion of the question of compensa- 
tion for businesses in the city. In the last two years one of the factories enjoyed 
profits of 12 million shekels. At what rate should its owners be compensated? The 
owners of one of the largest stores in Yamit, in which they had invested most of 
their money and time, hired the services of a lawyer and an economist to calculate 

a demand of 10 million shekels as compensation for their lost business in the city. 


Yosi Selah, chairman of the business men's committee in the city, says: "As of today, 
no one has discussed with us withdrawal with honor. The government has put together 
a document which is a dictation of withdrawal. If I sign it, it means that I will 
have to pay the government reparations because I was ready to be evacuated. To what 
conclusion does all of this lead? Look, in Yamit everyone has a Kalashnikov or an 
M-16. Anyone who tries to move us by force will get it." His partner, Rami Baviof, 
is convinced that the government is not interested in evacuation: "I am certain that 
they want blood. They want a confrontation which will serve as an example to those 
who will try to sign an agreement to evacuate Judea and Samaria and the Golan Heights. 
I think that Begin is going for a second Altalena, a civil war." For Simhat Torah 
celebrations the staff of the Stop the Withdrawal Movement is planning to bring in 
about 100 thousand people who identify with Yamit against evacuation. One of the 
staff members says: "This is the way it will be when they come to evacuate us. I 
would like to see an army succeed in evacuating 100,000 people." 


Moshe Ninio is head of the staff handling evacuation. As a Solel-Boneh person who 
supervised the building of the Eytam Airport. He has lived in Yamit for 6 years, and 
built himself a magnificent villa under the auspices of the "Build Your Home" program. 
A year ago he signed the evacuation agreement and was paid the sum of 1.8 million 
shekels (a basic individual grant of 300,000 shekels is guaranteed to each resident 
upon evacuation). "If Begin wants to give a gift to Sadat, he can have Yamit evacu- 
ated earlier." Ninio believes that the approach of the government is correct with 
respect to the residents, and that the payment of appropriate reparations will stop 
any outbreak. 


And what will happen to abandoned Yamit? "No, I have no sense that we are giving 
anything to Egypt," says the agronomist Memahem Shmueli. "The sand will continue to 
drift here as it has, and nothing will be here. We will dismantle the place and re- 
turn it to the dunes." 


The pleasant, restrained response of a representative of the establishment who has 
come to terms with reality and accepted it may perhaps be the response of the silent 
majority of Yamit. But it is not certain whether it will dictate the order of 

events. A factor to be considered is Gush Emunim., Rabbi Moshe Levinger, of Kiryat 
Arba, is already "involved in matters." This is what one of the new settlers at Yamit 
reported. "The most dangerous are the loners, who may do anything, the astronauts”, 
to use a word of Yokhai Merkhav. "They are the ones who will go on a hunger strike 
till death. With these people, you cannot predict what they will do tomorrow." 
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ISRAEL 


OPPOSITION TO SINAI WITHDRAWAL 
Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 3 Sep 81 p 4 
{[Article: "Registration Begins to Oppose Removal of Yamit Settlers"] 


[Text] "Do not uproot a planted tree" is the slogan of the mass registration campaign 
calling upon the government not to remove the settlements in the Yamit region. The 
campaign will last 8 weeks, with the goal of obtaining one million signatures. This 
was reported yesterday by people of the staff of the Movement for Stopping Withdrawal, 
at a press conference held at Sokolov House in Tel Aviv. 


Participating in the press conference were Members of Knesset Rabbi Haim Drukman and 
Hanan Porat, as well as staff members of the Movement for Stopping Withdrawal Yosi 
Mas, Uri Elitsur, Bentsion Weiner, and Shimon Shabas. 


The speakers noted that even before the official opening of the registration campaign, 
they had already signed up about 80,000 people, including members of Knesset from 
five factions--Likud, the Alignment, the NRP, Tehiya, and Tami. 


In response to a question, the staff chairman, Uri Elitsur, stated: "When we approach 
a million signatures, we will consider calling for a national referendum on the 
question of withdrawal." 


Later it was reported that surveys of public opinion of the Dakhaf Institute, which 
had been requested by the Movement for Stopping Withdrawal from Sinai, indicate that 
60 percent of the Israeli public are opposed to completing the withdrawal. "These 
surveys were made before we began to hear in the press and among the public about 
doubts regarding Egypt's intentions for peace. The assumption is that after April 
1982, we will find ourselves without Sinai and without peace." 


MK Rabbi Drukman said that the public's identification with the demand to stop the 
removal of settlements has great importance. "We shall not despair, because we are 
talking of a just matter; when we give Egypt the whole Sinai, with everything in it, 
we have the moral right to demand that our settlements not be removed." 


MK Hanan Porat emphasized the cost of housing in Yamit, to give expression to our 
identification with the settlers there. 








In response to questions the speakers said that presently an emissary of the movement 
is in the United States to enlist support from the Jewish communities there as well 
as to raise funds for further activities here. In the near future, a delegation of 
movement representatives will leave for the United States and Europe. 
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ISRAEL 


KNESSET OPPOSITION TO CLERICAL ASSAULT MOUNTS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 4 Sep 81 p 14 
{Article by Mati Golan: "Who Is Returning Us to the Middle Ages?"] 


[Text] Where the general elections and negotiations failed to produce a coalition, 
the chief rabbinate has succeeded. Its conduct in the affair of the archeological 
excavations of the City of David has caused the creation of a coalition which was 
thought impossible: members of the Knesset from the Likud have joined with their 
colleagues from the Alignment, and members of Shinui with representatives of Tehiya, 
in order to create a front against the Halakhic assault by the Rabbinic counsel 
against the laws of the state. 


At the moment, the importance and possible ramifications of this coalition are not 
to be exaggerated. At the moment that these lines are being written--the coalition 
is being formed from what is traditionally defined as the back benchers in the 
Knesset, with some of the middle benches. Only one from the upper echelons, the 
deputy prime minister, Simkha Ehrlich, is numbered among then. 


At the same time, it would be a mkstake to dismiss the phenomenon, for two reasons: 
the first stems from the device which began in the ninth Knesset in the term "back 
benches." After the fog of distributing honored places in the government and Knesset 
cleared, it became apparent that many in this group had received positions of deputy 
ministers. or committee chairmen. Whenone adds up all of the ministers, deputy ministers, 
and committee chairmen, it becomes clear that not many people remained in the 
-government coalition from among the forward benches who would be able to devote 
their full time and energy to Knesset work. In these circumstances, the weight and 
influence of those coming from the back benches rises to a level not known before, 


The second reason is found in past experience: one must not forget that most of the 
Israeli governments which did not complete their legal terms of office did not fall 
because of political reasons, or social and security matters. They collapsed on re- 
ligious issues, and following crises with the religious parties. 


If this is what happened in the past, in the golden age of religious parties, then 
this phenomenon takes on a much more realistic significance in the present. After 
the fiasco in the last elections, it is doubtful if the chief religious party, the 
NRP, can allow itself to take compromise positions in the issues which are most 
important in the religious world, The leaders of this party believe that their heavy 











loss of seats in the last election stemmed principally from the fact that the commun- 
ity of its potential voters has ceased viewing it as the bearer of the principal ban- 
ner, and in any case, the exclusive, of religious issues. In order to return to their 
former glory, and regain their old seats, the leaders of the NRP know that they must 
prove to that public that they are still irreplacable in protecting the interests 
which are dear to it. Im this matter, the leaders say now that there can be no com 
promises. The need to prove this is the very soul of the NRP. They do not hesitate 
to announce that if a real issue to fight for is presented to them, they will not 
hesitate and may even rejoice to bring down the coalition, and to give the voters 

the necessary proof of their fidelity. 


The City of David affair, combined with the Temple Mount affair, may serve as this 
issue. But tix vroblem is that these two issues did not come up a year or two after 
the elections and there is no doubt that then the NRP would have gone "to the end 

of the road." But two months after the elections is too early. There is the fear 
that the public, even the religious public, will not look favorably on being troubled 
to go to the polls again, such a short time after the last stormy campaign. They also 
do not overlook the achievements which they have made. The NRP and the Agudat 
Yisrael know that what they received in the coalition agreement they never succeeded 
in getting before, even when their strength was double. Even if the new elections 
return them to their former strength, there is no certainty that in a new government 
they would get what they have in their pockets today. 


All of these things are based on logic, and that is their great weakness. For we 
are talking about politics, which has rules beyond logic. There are opposing inter- 
ests, md different views of matters, and in the issue under consideration--the wills 
are also greater. These elements may easily lead to a crisis, and it may drag those 
who are involved into taking steps and positions which logically should be avoided. 


All of this can be sensed in the sharp exchanges between the main factors in the 
present affair. Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goran threatens Minister of Education and Culture 
Zevulun Hammer with the issuance of a “writ of refusal" against him. Hammer repeatedly 
recalls of the laws of the state, and hints at the chief rabbi's ignoral of those 

laws. Members of Knesset come and do great things: 


The Alignment member Yosi Sarid calls upon secular institutions and organizations to 
issue a "writ of refusal" against Rabbi Goren himself. Ge'‘ulah Kohen of Tehiya de- 
cides that the conduct of Goren constitutes "an affront to religion." Dror Seigerman 
and Dan Tikhon of the Liberal faction in Knesset decide simply that Rabbi Goren is 
acting "out of madness remniscent of the medieval Dark Ages.” 


This is precisely the sort of thing which can inflame passions and cause the whole 
affair to further deteriorate. And in all of this, Hammer and the NRP stand, between 
the hammer and the anvil. Onthe one hand Rabbi Goren strikes at them--and on the 
other they are unable to withstand attacks by the secularists upon their supreme 
spiritual authority. 


What, then will happen? I dare to guess that a formula will be worked out which 
will enable all of the parties to back off from the positions which they have taken 
or into which they were pushed. It is difficult to guess the formula, although we 
may depend upon Yosef Burg and his colleagues. 
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What is more interesting is to examine the phenomenon of the MK's of the Liberal 
Party. Against the background of the field, they sound and appear like fearless 
fighters. It is clear that in matters of religion, they are more extreme than many 
of their colleagues in the Labor Party, and no less so than Shulamit Aloni. Like 
her, they in fact want a separation of religion and state. 


Two of the people leading the "liberal revolution" in the Likud are Dror Seigerman 
and Dan Tikhon. They even go so far as to say that it would be well for the present 
government to fall, and to use the period before the next elections to pass laws 
granting equality to all currents of Judaism, and to recognize civil marriage. 


Now, it is worth attending to the various ways in which things are being said. They 
are attacking Rabbi Goren directly, without intermediaries, and in the most open form. 
but at that point, the direct assault is stopped. When they speak of dismantling 

the coalition, they adopt an indirect method. The words do not come from their 
mouths--but from "sources close" which can always be repudiated if the need arises. 


The difference in form and style is not surprising. These two young members of Knesset 
have already learned the lesson. On the day that the new cabinet was presented in 
Knesset, they threatened that if they did not receive representation on the finance, 
foreign affairs, and security affairs committees, they would not participate in the 
vote. The real meaning of the threat was that the new government would not have 

the necessary majority. Then the two were summoned before Ehrlich, who was working 
under the aegis of Begin. As experienced veterans, they capitulated, came to the 
plenary session, and cast their votes for the cabinet. 


I have the troublesome feeling that this will be the end of the courageous war 
currently being conducted by the two. They will make a lot of noise, garner some fat 
headlines, and in the end capitulate in a small quiet voice. Moreover, their arrows 
are not even aimed in the right direction. Rabbi Goren's conduct, as revolting as 

it is, is not the most relevant thing in the issue of religion anu state in Israel. 
In the final analysis, the conduct of the Chief Rabbinate in the City of David affair 
only expresses an existing situation in Israel: namely that in Israel the laws of 

the Knesset are not yet controlling. There are secular citizens of the country who are 
governed by the laws of the Knesset, and there are religious citizens who are exceptions 

to the rule. Rabbis Goren and Yosef did not create this situation. This is the 
natural result of the many deals which were made between the religious parties and 
the secular components of the coalition--including the Liberal Party itself. 


On this basis, I would like to ask Seigerman and Tikhon the following question: I 
would like to know who, in their opinion, is "working out of a madness which is 
reminiscent of the medieval Dark Ages?" Is it Rabbis Goren and Yosef who, with all 
of the reservations regarding their conduct, are working on the basis of their 
faith, or is it those who have returned us to those dark medieval days against their 


own principles and faith? 


7075 
CSO: 4323/73 


75 








ISRAEL 


MK SPEISER DISCUSSES FEUDS IN LABOR PARTY 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 21 Aug 81 Weekend Supplement p 4 


[Interview with Eliahu Speiser By Yosef Shavit: "We Cannot Leave the Work to the 
Followers of a Small Vocal Groups” date and place not specified] 


[Text] The contest for the chair of secretary general of the Labor Party is entering 
high gear. The precise time for the elections is yet to be set--but the shocks in- 
volved in the struggle for this position are already felt in the field. MK Eliahu 
Speiser (51), secretary of the Tel Aviv district, today considered one of the strong 
men of the party, is firm in his decision to run for this position; but the heads 

of the kibbutz movement will apparently do everything they can to frustrate his 
election. 


This week the MK's of the kibbutzim took a sharp demonstrative step: they condemned 
the session of the Alignment faction in Knesset, in responding to the expressions 
regarding them by activists in the Yakhdav group, which is headed by Speiser. 


Question: The energetic opposition of people in the kibbutz movement to your candi- 
dacy may endanger the integrity of the party. Isn't that too high a price? 


Speiser: The Labor Party is a pluralistic and broad party. There are many opinions 
in it, as well as various groups and people. The common denominator is the majority 
rule. Shimon Peres, for example, was elected by a majority. Anyone who is not ready 
to accept the majority rule does not belong in the party. The style of threats and 
fear mongering will boamerang on those who use it. We cannot leave the 'work' to the 
members of a small vocal group, which threatens excommunication. The time has come 
for all to understand that we are living in Israel in the 1980's, in which there is 
democracy. Anyone who wants to can run in democratic elections. Likewise, the style of 
trampling personalities must stop. If MK's who came from Morocco had condemned the 
meetirgs of the Knesset faction, just as this week members of the kibbutz movement 
did, all the world would have risen and condemmed them. What kind of special immunity 
do the representatives of the kibbutz enjoy? Is condemnation the appropriate response 
to a debate within the party? This is how they worked all last year. Whenever they 
were denied what they asked for, they drew their turning sword. 

Question: You speak of a "small vocal group which uses excommunications as a threat." 
Is that really a correct definition of the kibbutz movement? 








Speiser: Not of the movement, but of a few of its leaders. It is an ordinary power 
group, conducting itself like any other group in a party. The cloak of ideology is 
only a weapon, and it is completely transparent and empty of any content. I regret 
that a battle is going on with these people in particular, who represent a relatively 
small group within the party--about 12 percent of the members. But a battle is a 
battle. They chose it, they started it, they gave it its character--and in a battle 
spears and bombs fly. 


Question: After all of those tough matters, how will cooperation be possible between 
you as party secretary--if you are elected--and the leaders of the kibbutz movement? 


Speiser: There have been party struggles in the past, and later life returned to 
normal. It is true for people of the kibbutz movement, that the principles of 
democracy and majority rule are accepted by them. 


Question: What essentially is the basis of the dispute between you and the leaders 
of the kibbutz movement? 


Speiser: I have serious differences of opinion with them regarding their conduct 

in the party, their exclusiveness, their attempt to take control, and their haughti- 
ness. I emphasize: the dispute is with a number of people--not with the movement, 
which is an important social body. 


More than two years ago, an attempt was made by Musa Kharif and two or three other 
members of Ikhud Hakevutsot ve-Hakibbutzim to establish an elite group which was 
called the "Berl House Circle." Their explicit goal was to cut off certain persons 
from positions of power in the party, to attack its popular image and to make the 
party have only 60 to 70,000 members, with control of it in their hands. I believe 
that the basis of their approach was the element of anti-Oriental community. They 
did not want large segments of the public to be members of the Labor Party. At the 
Same time there was a delay in the establishment of the United Kibbutz Movement 
(joining Ikhud Hakeviutsot ve-Hakibbutzim with Hakibbutz Hameukhad) because Musa 
Kharif had subordinated the interests of the kibbutz movement to the interests of the 
Berl House circle. After the Berl House circle- failed and expired, the leadership 
of the kibbutz movement, headed by Musa Kharif, was harnessed to a struggle to 
alienate and divide the party anew. In that whole struggle, there was not one shred 
of ideology. 


Question: It is difficult to say that behind the counter-organization of the Yakhdav 
circle, headed by you, there was an ideological motive. 


Speiser: That is not correct. From the beginning it was an ideological dispute 

on our part regarding party structure. We wanted a popular party, composed of all 
shades and groups. We also always fought for democracy in the party, and for an end 
to "deals". Our goals were first and foremost a true integration of all ethnic ,; 
groups, the maintenance of true social equality, and the preservation of principles 
in issues of policy and security, as they appear in the party platform. Isn't that 
ideology? 


Question: All that sounds very nice. But in fact the Yakhdav group has become a 
pressure group, dictating conditions and making appointments. 
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Speiser: It is impossible for a party not to have sub-groups. An isolated man 
achieves nothing. He must attract people to his way and opinion, in a group. If in 
various struggles until now we have succeeded in :gaining the support of a majority 
of members, that is the party opinion. It is a form of legitimate influence. 


Question: What is the strength of Yakhdav today? 


Speiser: Members of the group are the majority of party activists in the cities, 

in development areas, in work places, in the Young Guard, Working Youth, and on the 
moshavim. By my estimate, we are supported by at least two thirds of the party mer 
be s. 


Question: Don't you think that the election of an acting secretary general--as you 
demand--at a time when the present secretary, Haim Bar-Lev, who has not withdrawn his 
candidacy, is confined to sickbed, is bad timing? 


Speiser: The repeated delay of the elections is an improper act. According to 

the party constitution, the term of the secretary ended on 1 February of this year-- 
seven months ago. In May, 600 out of 1000 members of the party center filed a written 
appeal to hold elections, and the party chairman asked that the elections be postponed 
and held immediately after the Knesset elections. He relayed this in an authorized 
announcement in the party bureau. In the presence of Haim Bar-Lev and with his 
knowledge, Shimon Peres said that if it came to a confrontation, he would support me 
and that he considered me his candidate. Bar-Lev was privy to all of the processes. 
To the best of my knowledge, he said that whether we were in office or in the oppo- 
sition, he would not continue to serve as party secretary. 


It is improper to use an unfortunate occurance, such as befell Bar-Lev, as a excuse 
to postpone the elections. He can of course change his position and want a confron- 
tation, but as far as I know, until today he has not announced any such change. I 
presented my candidacy 9 months ago, when many members had already sewn ministerial 
cloaks for themselves. The party chairman proposed to me many times a possible 
cabinet position--and I had to weigh that alternative against the post of secretary 
general, which was seen then in a different light, when most people thought that 

we would be returned to office. 


Question: At that same time, you said to me that you would prefer the position of 
secertary general because you did not want to be played with in a: unimportant min- 
isterial position. But now, another realiry has been created. 


Speiser: Then as now I viewed the party as a springboard for change. That, in 

my opinion is the Archimedes point from which to begin: the party table initiates, 
plans, and determines policy. Reforms and changes in the party systems, in its 
structure, and in the Histadrut--these are things which will enable us to return to 
office, to bring back to us segments of the voting public which were lost, and to 
give new content to the work of the party. 


Question: The position of secretary general had great importance when the number 
one man in the party was the prime minister. Don't you believe that now, with the 
existence of the position of party chairman, the secretary general has lost much of 
his function? 











Speiser: Today, the Labor Party needs a secretary general alongside the chairman. 

One man cannot bear the burden himself. There are things which must be removed from 
the shoulders of the chairman, so that he can work in those areas where he can produce 
the best. There is plenty for the secretary general to do: the party needs coordin- 
ation, reorganization, and the implementation of the many good resolutions which are 
still on paper, as well as the strengthening of the link with the thousands of 
activists and volunteers. The party needs rejuvenation, awakening, and an awareness 
of the new elements in it and around it. 


Question: There are those who say that the secretary of the Tel Aviv district is not 
accomplishing great things there. 


Speiser: That is a poisoned arrow in the war against me. The Tel Aviv district is 
one of the few not plagued with internal disputes--neither between camps nor between 
ethnic groups. There exists in it an internal unity and recognized leadership, which 
is respected by all currents and factors found in the district. For the first time, 
we have come out as the largest district in the Labor Party: we have 40,000 members 
amciug those living and working in the city--about one sixth of all those in the 
country. 


Question: Your opponents claim that you are basically an apparatus man who could 
easily be integrated into another framework. Off the top of your head, what are 
your principles? 


Speiser: The mark of an apparatus man is hackneyed weapons. I have never considered 
myself part of the apparatus. I have been elected to all of my positions by virtue 
of struggle and my opinions. Apparatus people are those who are supported by organ- 
izations and who have at their disposal economic and financiel power. The secretary 
of the kibbutz movement is an apparatus person, isn't he? The manager of a factory 
is an apparatus man, isn't he? If these people are apparatus people, then all 
representatives of the Labor Party are apparatus people. But there is still one 
difference: some people are elected by individual secret ballot, while others are 
appointed by committees. I belong to the first group. 


Those who oppose me do this because of my opinions, and because they know that those 
ideas will not merely remain on paper. If I speak of democracy in the party, of the 
right to challenge, of individual voting--it is a matter of principle and that is 

what they oppose. The leaders of those who oppose me are those who have positions 

in the party today, and they are afraid of losing them. If I speak of social equality, 
of eliminating the social gap, of integration of ethnic groups--that is principle. 

If I oppose the leftist image of the party and oppose the joining of Shulamit Aloni 

to the party--that is principle. If I have spoken for three years of the need to 
formulate a more positive position regarding the religious community and especially 

the link with the NRP--that it principle. 


Question: In the prior Knesset, you gained the reputation of being an apathetic 
parliamentarian. Some time before the elections, you said to me that you might 

have to become a committee member, and ascend more frequently to the speaker's podium 
to demonstrate greater presence at plenary sessions. Are you going to apply that 
conclusion in the tenth Knesset? 
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Speiser: In the ninth Knesset I devoted most of my efforts to the party arena, 
where I see the key to the future. This time I intend to be an active member in the 
plenary sessions and to be on at least one committee. 


Question: All signs indicate that we may expect another Peres-Rabin confroniation. 
Last time, you encouraged Peres to make his challenge. Will you support such a 
challenge in the future? 


Speiser: Before the confrontation, as long as it was possible to believe in the 
possibility of a settlement, 1 supported it. When it was clear that a confrontation 
was unavoidable, I worked so that Peres would not retreat from it, so that the de- 
cision would be made courageously and before the public. Last year, I did all I 
could to bring about a reapprochement of the twe men and to integrate them into the 
party system. I will continue to work to coordinate relations between Rabin and 
other party members. I view the unity of the party as an important challenge. As 
for future confrontations--no one knows what the future holds. Predictions about 
what will happen before the next Knesset elections are worth no more than onion skin. 
The present mission is to manage the Alignment in its fullness. 


Question: Perhaps the time has arrived to install a new leadership? 


Speiser: I think that it is premature to talk of a new leadership, before the next 
Knesset elections. When they will be held, it will first be necessary to refresh the 
present leadership to a certain degree, by bringing in a new forces. Each thing in 
its time... 


Question: In the new leadership, authentic representatives of the Oriental community 
will have to take their place. In your opinion, has the Labor party learned the 
bitter lesson in this area, from the voting for the tenth Knesset? 


Speiser: The lessons have not yet been applied. Such things are not done in a month 
or two. But the direction is clear: it is necessary to give the existing leaders 

of the Oriental community abase for action and to enable them to develop. We should 
give them representational challenges and missions--and not block them. In the 
development towns and the neighborhoods, we will have to advance a true local 
leadership, even if it is in dispute or competition with existing activists. The 
opening of the party gates to new and additional forces is positive. We also have 

to enable the integration of representatives of the ethnic groups in all of the 
management of Histadrut factories, and public state owned factories. This is required 
by reality and we have already almost missed the train. 


Question: In your opinion, would it have been possible to prevent what happened this 
week in the Alignment faction, when a group of MK's from Morocco openly revolted? 


Speiser: In my opinion, it is a very serious mistake not to allow the possibility 
of an MK serving on any committee th t he wishes to. The MK's revolted against a 
decision and appointment from above, This is a basic problem in the Labor Party: it 
is no longer possible to dole out sinecures. If an equal opportunity were given 

to everyone, clashes of this sort could be avoided. Among those who demanded the 
right to vote for candidates for various committees by secret ballot were many MK‘s 
who are not Orientals, including myself. 








Question: What place do you see for yourself in the "refreshed leadership" about 
which you spoke earlier? 


Speiser: I am interested in being party secretary for the next 4 years. This is 

not a momentary and passing position. It is also not a springboard in the event of 
early elections. If I am elected, I will serve, at least for one full term. Many 
years are needed to realize the plans and ideas which I have, and to do what must 

be done. This is my goal. In the very long range, everything is open. The position 
of secretary is no* the end of the road. 
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ISRAEL 


STRUGGLE OVER KIBBUTZ MOVEMENT SEEN IN ALIGNMENT 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 26 Aug 81 p 9 
[Article by Amnon Rubenstein: "They Are Also Shooting At the Kibbutzim"] 


[Text] Until a short time ago, there was at least one clear answer to the difficult, 
complex, and perplexing question: "What is the difference between the Likud and the 
Alignment?" It could be said that in one matter--relating to cooperative and kibbutz 
settlement--there was asubstantive difference between the two large blocs, a differ- 
ence which was significant and one of values. Now, with the chaos in the Lahor Party, 
they are shooting in all directions, they are also shooting at the kibbutzim. And 

as a result, that difference has been eliminated. 


It is not invalid that the kibbutz movement has come under the gun. The movement, 
which today represents an established and influential segment of the community, which 
has economic and political muscle, is not immune to criticism. The line of sacred 
cows has come to an end. I too have something to say in this matter, and like many 
others of my generation who grew up with the recognition that all other forms of 
life--except for realization through settlement--were inferior and invalid, I have 

no axe to grind in dealing with the kibbutz movement. Moreover, when I hear people 
such as the Deputy Prime Minister David Levy talk about the difficult days in which 
the members of the mass immigrations --the "human dust" in the language of those 
days--suffered degradation because of the haughtiness of the members of the working 
settlements, I cannot but feel how deep the pain is and how bitter its fruits. I 
myself am embittered and angry at the sight of the kibbutz members who once every 4 
years leave their cases in the desert to propogandize on behalf of their party in the 
city, the town and the moshav. It was difficult to see how the kibbutz members. dis- 
tributed fruit and drinks alongside the roads and in the development towns, and how 
they painted the letters aleph-mem-tav not only on every possible roadside device, 

but even on the highway itself--in a methodical, unstoppable, revolting manner. 


I have never been able to understand how the kibbutz, the most democratic body in the 
world, was not forced to lead the battle for intra-party democracy, and how its 
representatives more than once opposed attempts to expand it. Like others, 1. am 
revolted by the attempt to distinguish between "working settlement" and other 
settlement; the correct distinction is between collective settlement and other 
settlement. I also do not understand those who claim that "the kibbutz is not what 
it used to be," that industry has damaged its way of life, that the rise in the 
standard of living has spoiled the original ideas. Those who maintain this are 











essentially arguing against the secret of the libbutz's existence. The kibbutz 
remained in the community after the establishment of the state because it knew how 
to adapt its ways to changing reality, and it did not cling to a doctrinaire way of 
life within external forms and frameworks. The kibbutz succeeded precisely because 
it had the inner strength to change, and not adhere only to agriculture, by adopting 
new economic branches, by enabling greater family privacy in rooms, and presently-- 
by gradually shifting to having children live with their parents. 


Let us not minimize the ability of the kibbutz movement to preserve the original 
idea, but clothe it in new forms. This ability is not a point of weakness. 


The second connection in which to view the kibbutz relates to the social stratum 

to which it belongs. The kibbutz belongs to the upper stratum, to the veteran, 
mostly Ashkenazic, established community, which is--for better or worse--the leading 
Stratum of society. One must view this belonging for both better and worse: there 
is no reason tor comparing the data on kibbutz members--battle deaths or trips 
abroad--to the national average, but rather to the data of the established stratum 
in Israel. The kibbutzim parallel the veteran settlements--Afeka and Tsahala, Ahuza 
and Rehavia. 


When people complain about the kibbutzniks--and of course they have the right to do 
so--one must keep this connection in mind. A lot has been said about the introversion 
of the kibbutz members in the face of the new reality following the establishment of 
the state and in the face of the hardship of Jews leaving the Islamic countries; but 
that introversion was typical of the veteran community in its establishment and 
various sectors--in the city and village. I can understand and feel instinctive 
sympathy for these complaints when they are articulated by people who lived through 
the ma'abarot, the settlers of the Nogev and the Galiles, the people of the develop- 
ment towns. But it is very difficult to acquiesce to this indictment when it comes 
from that veteran and established sector of which the kibbutz members are partners. 
And it is particularly difficult to hear this criticism from people of the Likud, which 
has not done one thing--not in its political establishment, not in the towns and 
villages which it controls, not through its members, and not through the companies 
which it manages--to bring about the economic and social integration of the deprived 
class. 


It is a fact that the residents of the established urban regions have been subjected 
to the goal of integration in the framework of the state educational system--an 
integration imposed from above--but the kibbutz movement has a demand which at least 
deserves to be heard. They want to preserve their separate educational framework 
which is essential to the maintenance of their social framework. In general, if 
there is any justification for introversion, then it is because it serves some 
social and ideological goal. 


It is also worth measuring the achievements of the kibbutz in two matters which will 
determine whether the future of Israel will be degeneration or independent existence. 
[Ihe first issue relates to our power to be a society in its own right, livinggBy the 
labor of its own hands and not at the mercy of outsiders. The kibbutz economy, 
especially its industrial branch, breaks the archaic distinction between "private 
initiative" and a public economy. The kibbutz economy integrates the joint ownership 
of non-private ownership with the activity, imagination, and energy which characterize 
entrepeneurs. Thus, the achievements of this economy, so impressive in every con- 
nection, rising above the landscape of Israeli reality. Im a society in which the 
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principal pro..em is still productivity, the Kibbutz gives an outstanding lesson in 

practical Zionism--in its agriculture, its industrial plants, and its contributions 

to tourism. It is doubtful if there is another sector whose special contribution in 
this area has been so impressive and so high. 


The other issue must preoccupy anyone who wants to see in Israel a country of culture, 
in a desert of grossness and vulgarity, in circumstances in which the Knesset has 
become more and more a Jacobin meeting, where whoever shouts or curses more wins 
greater popularity, and the shouts of "Begin-Begin™ still echo inavacuum. In this 
the kibbutz remains a small island of culture, the culture of debate, the culture of 
speech, and just plain culture. 


I know that there are a lot of problems in this small island: televisions in rooms 
hurt social activities; the constant work; the increasing sense of alienation of the 
kibbutz with respect to the Oriental community; the attrition and emigration; and 
similar problems. But with all of these problems, the kibbutz still remains a crown 
without which it would be impossible to describe the face of Israel. Those who are 
taking shots at the kibbutz are taking shots at us. 
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MUSLIM SALARY INCREASE--Nazareth--For the first time since the establishment of 
the state, the Religious Affairs Ministry has equalized the payments and grants 
of Moslem religious officials with those of Jewish religious court officials in 
small townships. According to the decision, the payments given to the 200 Mos- 
lems will be linked tothe cost-of-living. They also will enjoy such benefits 

as clothing allowances, annual leave and payments for the National Insurance 
Institute. The Moslem religious officials had complained that the discrimina- 
tion in payments humiliated them, and they threatened to go on an indefinite 
strike. The ministry however, turned down their demand for status equal to 
state employees. The ministry said the Jewish religious court cfficials are not 


considered state employees. [By Yoel Dar] [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM 
POST in English 22 Sep 81 p 3] 


CSO: 4400/28 











JALLUD ON IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTIVE PARTICIPATION 


Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 3 Oct 81 p 16 


LIBYA 


‘Text] Staff Major Abdussalaam Ahmad Jalloud has stressed that the tweive 


vears of the great Al-Fateh revolutionary awareness of the Libyan Arab society. 


in a speech he delivered in 
Tripoli at the gathering of 
the engineering college 
graduates organized on the 
20th anniversary of its foun- 
dation, he said that during 
the 12 years of the revoiu- 
tion’s age, we have lived a 
transformation in the 
political social and financial 
sectors, and the educated 
youth have waged and still 
are waging this transftr- 
mation which affects man 
who will take part in building 
the overall transformation 
stage. 

The young engineers, doc- 
tors and the educated are by 
necessity total drawn to the 
cause of the revolution. We 
are not seeking the material 
transformation in one direc- 
tion but also the financial, 
cultural, and moral transfor- 
mation. The conflict is that 
of technology, between pro- 
gress and backwardness, 
which requires from US, in 
the Jamahiriya, to revolu- 
tromize the educational pro- 
cess and curriculs which con- 
firm the importance of the 
technology and science as 


should contribute to a major 
part of it. 

“It is the stage of 
manufacturing machines, 
and buiding factories, 
because up till now we still 
buy turn-key factories. Maj. 
Jalloud stressed the im- 
portance of laying down a 
sciences plan to convey 
sciences by establishing 
research centres or by 
translating books and 
develop colleges and in- 
stitutes. He said that the 
revolution is the science of 
changing the society and the 
educational curricula in 
order to secure the transfor- 
mation of our society into an 
industrialized society. Our 
revolutionary role, he added, 
will be efficient when armed 
with revolution throught, in- 
dustry and science. 

The method of commu- 
nicating technology and 
science lies on the should on 
the shoulders of engineers, 
inteilectuals and doctors.”’ 





Staff Major Jalloud called 
upon the revolution’s ge- 
smen to shoulder the tranfor- 
mation responsibility by ac- 
tually participating in dif- 
ferent fields of the transfor- 
mation activities. 

Staff Major Jalloud also 
urged the engineers to free 
themselves from the complex 
of government mentality, 
“because we are in the era of 
the masscs and we should 
think in revolutionary terms 
and to practice self supervi- 
sion concernning the future 
of the revolution and man- 
kind. Therefore he said the 
engineers should be aware of 
the transformation dimen- 
sion politically, culturally 
and socially.’’ 

He pointed out that im- 
posing political illiteracy is 
unacceptable because tech- 
nology needs a high degree 
of awareness in the revolu- 
tionary works either in the 
political, economic or educa- 
tional level. 

‘This is not an individual 
responsibility but it is a col- 
lective one’’, he added. 
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PAKISTANIS REPORTED RECEIVING GUERRILLA TRAINING IN DESERT 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 9 Oct 81 p 17 


[Text] Islamabad, October 7--Pakistan has expressed "deep concern" to Libya 

Over reports that thousands of Pakistani ex-servicemen recruited as security 

guards in Libya were being given "forced guerrilla training" to fight as mer- 
cenaries for Libyan leader Moamer Qadhdhafi. 


Press reports here said today that the Pakistanis were being trained in the 
Southern Sahara desert to take part in any “adventures Colonel Qadhdhafi might 
launch in Africa or the Middle East. 


Some 3,000 retired Pakistan Army personnel were employed by Libya through a Lon- 
don-based firm called Al-Murtaza Associates. Their contract, approved by the 
Pakistan Embassy in Berne, Switzerland, early this year specified that they 
would not be engaged in military or paramilitary duties but would be employed 

to protect Libyan vital installations only. 


Today's reports said the Libyan authorities had violated the contract and were 
training the Pakistanis to handle Soviet-supplied arms in desert conditions. 
The question was said to be affecting relations between Islamabad and Tripoli. 


Letters from the Pakistanis to their relatives said they had spent six months 

in military training and those who refused were tortured, Urdu daily NAWA I WAGT 
said. Previous reports indicated that some of them were trained for Libyan 
action in Chad. 


Other reports said that late last month more than 100 of the ex-servicemen were 
flown from Libya to Damascus. They protested the action by staging a sit-in 
at Damascus airport and demanded to see the Pakistani Ambassador to Syria. 


The reports said they feared they were being sent to fight against Israel in 
Lebanon and wanted to return to Pakistan. 


Official sources said that on President Zia-Ul Haq's direct instructions Pakis- 
tan's Foreign Secretary Riaz Piracha was in touch with Libyan and Syrian author- 
ities on the issue. Pakistan was still awaiting permission from Tripoli for a 
high-level ministerial delegation to visit the camps housing the Pakistani 
emigrants to verify their charges of maltreatment and hardship, the sources said. 
(A.F.P.) 
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GAS PROCESSING PLANT CONTRACT AWARDED 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27 


[Text ] 
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WORLEY ENGINEERING, the US 
subsidiary of Britain's William 
Press & Son, has won a $4 mil- 
lion design, engineering and 
management contract for a 100 
million cubic foot per day gas 
processing and condensate 
recovery plant to be built at 
Benghazi. The new plant will 
recover and process gas from the 
Messla field in central Libya. 
The first phase of the project, 
which includes detailed engineer- 
ing. procurement assistance and 
inspection, shoula be completed 
in one year, although no time- 
table has been fixed for phase 
two. covering supply of mater- 
ials, construction management 
and commissioning. The contract, 
awarded by the Benghazi-based 
Arabian Gulf Oil Company, also 
provides for the training of Libyan 
operating and maintenance staff 
for the plant. 

In the past. the Libyan 
Jamahiriya’s vast reserves of 
natural gas were exploited only 
for export in liquid form. In- 
creasingly, however, efforts are 
being made to make use of the 
gas either as a fuel or a raw 


~ 
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material for industries. For ex- 
ample, the furnaces at the Misrata 
steelworks will be fired by natural 
gas from the Hateiba gas field 
deep in the Sahara. 

Recent weeks have seen two 
other important developments in 
the Jamahiriya’'s oil and gas 
industry. ‘a July it was reported 
that the Brega Oil Company had 
awarded South Korea’s Semsung 
Construction Company a $70.9 
million contract to build oil stor- 
age tanks and pipelines near 
Misrata. Work was to start in 
August, with completion in 20 
months. In May it was reported 
that France's Comsip  Entre- 
prise had won a $3.5 million 
contract for two computerised 
process control systems for oil 
pipelines. The first will be 
installed for the 520 kilometre 
line from the Missia and Sarir 
oilfields to the Ran Lanouf petro- 
chemicals complex. The second is 
for the oil terminal at Tobruk. 
The supervisory control and data 
acquisition systems are expected 
to be operational by mid-1982. 
Client is the Arabian Gulf Oi 
Company. 
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BENGHAZI PORT CONTRACT AWARDED 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27 


[Text ] 
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THE YUGOSLAV concern Ivan 
Milutinovic Inland Waterways 
Construction and Engineering 
Enterprise has been awarded a 
$24 million contract for p.rt of 
the Benghazi port redevelopn.ent 
project. the Yugoslav news agency 
Tanjug reported in July. Com- 
pletion of the contract is sched- 
uled for the end of 1983. 

The programme to expand Ben- 
ghe-. port is making good pro- 
gress, the Jamahiriya news 
agency reported on 27th March, 
saying that breakwater No | was 
then 70 per cent completed, the 
second breakwater was about half 
finished and that work had begun 
on the extension of the northern 
breakwater. Excavation and 
infill work was also well on sched- 
ule, JANA added. 

Earlier this year, severe storms 
in the Mediterranean caused 
considerable damage to the 
Jamahiriya’s ports and sea walls, 
but repairs are well under way. 
In July it was disclosed that, 
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under a $500,000 contract, Brit- 
ain's Steel Scaffolding & Piling 
is to supply 1.000 tonnes of sheet 
steel piling and other steel com- 
modities to repair the storm 
damage. Delivery was due in late 
July. 


July saw other moves relating 
to the growing importance to the 
Jamahiriya of her maritime links. 
It was disclosed that Marconi 
International Marine Company, 
an affiliate of Britain's GEC- 
Marconi Electronics, is to fit 
marine communications equip- 
ment in three 9,000 dwt general 
purpose cargo vessels currently 
being built for Libya's General 
National Maritime Transport 
Company. And it was announced 
that Anglo-European Container 
Line has been appointed sole UK 
agent by Italy's Societa Inter- 
nazionale Spedizioni for a regular 
service from Britain to Tripoli. 
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SOVIET AID FOR STEEL WORKS REPORTED 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English 


[Text ] 
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PART OF the Libyan-Soviet co- 
operation agreement recently 
signed in Moscow by senior 
Libyan aide Abdel Salam Jalloud 
provides for the Soviet Union to 
participate in the second phase of 
construction of the Jamahiriya’s 
first integrated iron and steel 
works. currently being estab- 
lished at Misrata. some 150 kilo- 
metres east of Tripoli, it was dis- 
closed in July. The co-operation 
agreement also covers Soviet 
participation in the development 
of Libya's oil and gas industries. 
power stations, water desalin- 
ation plants and manufacturing 
projects. including one for 
the production of drilling equip- 
ment. 

The Misrata steelworks is a 
cornerstone of the Jamahiriya’s 
new 1981-88 development plan. 
which provides for a total expendi- 
ture of $62.5 billion. The $3,300 
million first phase of the works. 
scheduled for completion by 


No 16, Sep 81 p 27 


198S. will give Libya an annual 
steelmaking capacity of 1.2 mil- 
lion tonnes. The second phase of 
the project is expected to cost 
$1.300 million. For completion by 
1991. capacity will be raised to 5 
million tonnes. The third and final 
stage. scheduled for compiction 
by 2005. will give the Misrata 
works an annual capacity of 7 
million tonnes. 

The largest single contract so 
far awarded for the steelworks 
went to Japan's Kobe Steel, and 
was valued at $751 million. In 


June it was reported that Kobe 
had awarded South Korea's 
Samsung Construction Company 
a $130 million subcontract for work 
at Misrata. and in July came 
news that Kobe has given a second 
subcontract to Japan's Taisei 
Corporation. which will act as 
engineering and supervision 
participant between Samsung and 
Kobe. 
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IMPORTA7 ION OF DAIRY CATTLE REPORTED 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27 


[Text ] 
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ABOUT 2.000 cattle were flown 
to the Jamahiriya between Janu- 
ary and the end of March this 
year by German Cargo Services, 
a Lufthansa subsidiary. The cattle 
were carried on 20 flights to Tri- 
poli and ten to Sebha. in the south 
west. Libya's agricultural develop- 
ment programme emphasises the 
production of high protein foods, 
particularly through a major 
expansion of  agro-industries. 
Recent weeks have seen the 
conclusion of a number of major 
contracts providing for the estab- 
lishment of agro-industrial pro- 
jects which will produce milk and 
milk products. 

Perhaps the best-known of the 
Jamahiriva’s agro-industrial 
schemes is that established at 
Kufra. deep in the Sahara in the 
south cast. where underground 
water is used to irrigate cereals, 
and fodder crops for sheep. On 
iSth Julv the Jamahiriya news 
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agency JANA reported that local 
firms had been contracted to drill 
ten additional water wells at 
Kufra. which wil! take eight 
months to complete. 

In July it was reported that 
Warsaw-based Polservice Koseki 
has won a $5SS million-plus con- 
tract for surve; work and mapping 
in the Jamahiriya. with comple- 
tion in five years. The Polish 
firm has already done similar work 
in Libya. but on a smaller scale. 
The contract reflects the deter- 
mination of the Jamahiriya that 
her rural development programme 
should be based on the full range 
of essential data. Earlier this year 
Finland's Finmap company won 
a $6.5 million contract to prepare 
cartographic surveys and draw 
up a 20 year land use plan for a 
700,000 square kilometre area in 
the south of the Jamahiriya. 
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TRIPOLI, BENGHAZI REDEVELOPMENT--Britain's WS Atkins Group has won an impcrtant 
consultancy contract relating to a scheme to redevelop a 1,457 hectare area in 
the centre of Tripoli, one of 21 areas scheduled for renewal in the Libyan capi- 
tal. The UK firm's study is scheduled for completion in 15 months. Benghazi, 
the Libyan Jamahiriya's second largest city, is also the scene of major urban 
development schemes, and in August it was reported that two Japanese firms, 
Yachiyo Engineering Company and Kisho Kurokawa Architects & Associates, will 

soon complete a final design draft for the city's largest development project 

to date. The $634.5 million scheme entails the transformation of a il0 hectare 
coastal strip into a tourism and recreational area. Several hotels with recrea- 
tional facilities, are to be built, as well as new housing. Construction is due 
to start next year, and should take five years. MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST also 
reported in August that Japanese firms are preparing bids for the construction 

of a new town near Benghazi, for which tenders are to be called in the autumn. 
One of the key urban development projects in Tripoli is the $230 million Nasser 
Forest scheme for the establishment of a central park and zoo, and in July it was 
announced that Sonth Korea's Samsung Construction Company will take over as prime 
contractor for the project at the end of the year. The scheme is expected to 
take three years te complete. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English 

No 16, Sep 81 p 27] 


METHANOL PRODUCTION UP--Production at the Marsa Brega methanol plant totalled 
179,686 tonnes inthe first half of this year, the JAMAHIRIYA NEWS AGENCY JANA 
reported on llth August. This is more than half the 322,233 tonnes produced 
during the whole of last year, and indicates that the plant is working close 
to its 1,000 tonnes per day capacity. The success of the plant was underlined 
in May when JANA reported that it had started operating two shifts per day. 
The Marsa Brega methanol plant, opened in 1977, is one of the most modern in 
the world and only the second of its type to have been set up in Africa. 
Methanol is the main raw material for the manufacture of proteins for animal 
fodder. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA. REVIEW in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27] 


BIRAK AIRPORT EXPANSION--International Airports Authority of India (IAAI) and 
National Building Construction Cov7poration, both of New Delhi, have a $41.9 mil- 
lion contract for the building work involve! in the second phase of construction 
of Brak airport, about 600 kilometres south of Tripoli, it was reported in late 
July. The work wili include lengthening the 3,6°C metre runway by 1,300 metres 
and extending the parking apron. IAAI has successfully completed a $26.3 million 
contract for the first phase of the airport. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW 
in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27] 














JAPANESE VEHICLES DOMINATE MARKET--Japan's Mitsubishi Motor Corporation has 
started shipping 4,620 cars and 4,500 light trucks to Libya, MIDDLE EAST ECO- 
NOMIC DIGEST reported on 7th August. This year the firm has won orders from 

the Jamahiriya for 22,120 vehicles, valued at $83.3 million. Earlier, the 
journal reported that Japan's Sumitomo Corporation has received enquiries about 
the supply of 30,000 cars and light trucks made by Toyo Kogyo Company. If 
confirmed, the order would be worth about $131 million and would be the first 
large Libyan order for vehicles from Sumitomo or Toyo Kogyo, which markets 
vehicles under the trade name Mazda. Japanese vehicle exports to the Jamahiriya 
this year are expected to total 64,000, accounting for 60 per cent of all the 
vehicles imported by Libya. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 16, 
Sep 81 p 27] 


CARDBOARD PLANT--Amid people s celebrations marking the 12th anniversary of the 
great Al Fateh revolution, the Secretary of the General people's committee for 
Light Industry has opened a cardboard factory at Azzawiyah. On this occasion, 
people's celebration was organised where several speeches were delivered prais- 
ing the revolutionary transformation achieved by the Libyan people under the 
leadership of the great Al Fateh revolution. Small and medium size carton 

boxes used for packing industrial and agricultural goods will be manufactured 

at the new factory. The factory output is 15,000 tons of cardboard per year. 

It is operated by one shift a day. This new industrial complex is built to ful- 
fill the Jamahiriya'’s needs of carton boxes. The opening ceremony was attended 
by the secretary of Azzawiyah people's congress and its secretary of the General 
People’s Committee, the Secretaries of the Basic People's Congress and secre- 
taries of the Municipality Qualitative People's Committee. [Text] [Valetta 
JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 10 Oct 81 p 3] 


MISRATAH FISHING PORT--Misratah's new fishing post has been inaugurated. The 
ceremony was attended by the Secretary of the General People's Committee of 
Light Industries, the Secretary of the People's Committee of Misrata municipal- 
ity, the secretaries of the congresses and subcommittees in the municipality of 
Misratah, large crowds of citizens and a representative of the company which 
executed the project. The project of Misrata fishing port includes several 
piers, workshops for the repair and maintenance of boats, several freezers for 
fish and other public amenities. [Text] [Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 
10 Oct 81 p 3] 


NEW GHARYAN ROAD--The Secretary of the Central People's Committee has inaugur- 
ated the 1223 kilometres Nalot-Jado highway as part of the 12th anniversary of 
the revolution. The project was the 2nd phase of modern roads in the region 
which are planned to connect all the Gabal Gharabi area and municipalities from 
Gharian to Nalot. The communication, sea transport, housing and public service 
secretaries attended the ceremony together with the regional popular leadership 
and a huge number of citizens. [Text] [Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 

10 Oct 81 p 3] 


QASR AHMAD PORT TRAFFIC--Port traffic in Qasr Ahmad in the first half of 1981 


reached 447 boats and cargo ships of an estimated total of 655,000 tons. 
[Text] [Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 10 Oct 81 p 3] 
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MOROCCO-USSR TIES JEOPARDIZED 
PMO20901 Casablanca LE MATIN in French 27 Oct 81 p 1 


[Editorial by Ahmed Alaoui: "SAM-6 Missiles Against Moroccan-Soviet Cooperation"] 





[Text] As we wrote in a previous article, the Guelta-Zemmur attack constitutes 
both a military and a political turning point in the Sahara conflict. 


On the military plane it is a real turning point in view of the number of troops 
involved but especially the quality and quantity of sophisticated weapons used, 
of which the most noteworthy were the SAM-6 missile-launchers. 


Following this attack on Guelta-Zemmur His Majesty Hasan II sent several 
messages, especially to the Saudi, Senegalese and Mauritanian leaders, the 
leaders of the great powers and the international bodies, in order to draw their 
attention to the serious turn the conflict is taking following the use of 

this highly sophisticated weapon. 


When he received the USSR's charge d'affaires in Ilfrane yesterday the king drew 
the Soviet diplomat's attention the damaging consequences which could result 

from use of sophisticated Soviet-made weapons by the mercenaries against 
Morocco——a country which maintains friendly relations and cooperation with the 
USSR. Indeed it will be remembered that as soon as our country gained its 
independence it recognized the Soviet Union and established the bases of fruitful 
and diversified cooperation with that country-——a cooperation which was crowned 
by the conclusion of the famous contract of the century relating to the 
exploitation and sale of Moroccan phosphates to the USSR over several decades. 


Unfortunately, however, we observe that since our country completed its 
territorial integrity a veritable international brigade has been formed against 
it, using increasingly sophisticated Soviet arms and military equipment in each 
of its attacks. 


The Soviet authorities may well split hairs by saying that all this equipment 

is not supplied directly to the mercenaries by the USSR, but the fact remains 

that the sale of such sophisticated equipment is always accompanied by conditions, 
usually that of not using it against a country which maintains good relations 
with the Soviet Union. In this instance this applies to Morocco. 


9h 











It is, nonetheless, paradoxical that raw materials vital to the development 
of Soviet industry and agriculture can be bought from us on the one hand 
while on the other hand such deadly and sophisticated equipment as SAM-6 
missile launchers can be supplied to our country's enemies. 


The time has come for a frank and straight explanation, because Morocco cannot 
supply raw materials which will be transformed into weapons directed against 
it, especially since the recent attack on Guelta-Zemmur highlighted the fact 
that these are weapons requiring non-African technicians and experts which 
gives the sale and use of these weapons their full political significance. 


We maintain good relations with the USSR in the political, economic and commercial 
spheres and in that of technical cooperation. It is up to the Soviet leaders to 
preserve and strengthen those relations. They can easily do so, especially 

by refraining from supplying the enemies of our cause with sophisticated armaments 
and military equipment which they use in their attacks on Morocco for, we repeat, 
the SAM-6 are weapons directed not only against Morocco but against Moroccan- 
Soviet cooperation. 
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DLIMI CITED ON GUELTA-ZEMMUR FIGHT ING 
PM301453 Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Oct 81 p 10 
[Dispatch by Roland Delcour: "The 13 October Battle at Guelta-Zemmur"] 


[Text] Guelta-Zemmur--On Tuesday, 20 October, 1 week after the POLISARIO's 
attack, calm has been restored in Guelta-Zemmur. All round the valley, on the 
floor of which nestle several white-domed buildings dating from the days of 
Spanish rule, a few burned-out trucks and traces of fire in downtown 
Guelta-Zemmur are the only signs of the fierce fighting which took place here 
on Tuesday, 13 October. 


The journalists brought in by plane and helicopter were able to see, on the 
flight, that the defense wall which starts from the north, surrounds Bou-Craa 
and stretches as far as El-Aiun, is intact. The Moroccan defense points spaced 
at regular intervals behind the sand rampart are still held by garrisons 

which even seem to have beer reinforced recently. 


All reports agree on the events of 13 October. The soldiers in the Guelta-Zemmur 
garrison, less than 2,(00-strong deployed throughout the stony mountains which 
surround the valley, were completely overwhelmed by the POLISARIO army's 

surprise attack. It was launched at 0600 hours on Tuesday, 13 October, and was 
accompanied by the firing of SAM-8 missiles which downed a C-130 airplane carrying 
out surveillance in the sector, and two Mirage F-l aircraft (figures supplied 

to the press by General Dlimi, commander of the southern sector). The assault 

was carried out by a veritable armored column comprising around 12 Soviet T-54 
tanks weighing around 40 tons followed by around 50 armored troop transports. 


It is easy to imagine the panic among the Moroccan soldiers deployed in their 
rocky positions and having only light arms against this tide of steel. 


The POLISARIO column, which had come from the north, maneuvered impeccably, 
surprised the defenders, occupied the city and climbed to the headquarters 
building overlooking Guelta-Zemmur. The Moroccan soldiers who had not been 
killed fled into the mountains. The defenders called on the 6th RIM (expansion 
unknown, possibly mechanized infantry regiment] an elite unit always used in 
difficult battles and which hurried to the scene from Bou-Craa. It took 
several hours to oust the POLISARIO armored vehicles which were being harrassed 
by the Moroccan Air Force. 
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Since the situation had been reversed as early as Wednesday, 14 October, the 
POLISARIO left the scene. It withdrew as quickly as it had attacked and the 
Guelta-Zemmur officers were only able to show the journalists the casings of 
the 100mm American-made shells fired by the assailants" tanks and the traces 
of their tracks outside the headquarters building. On the road leading toward 
Mauritania you can also see the marks left by the tanks used by the POLISARIO 
which changed from a gang of guerrillas into a conventional army on 13 October. 


A Step in the Escalation 


General Dlimi stated categorically: "They used 12 T-54s, and 50 armored troop 
transports. Our reinforcements began to arrive between Tuesday night and 
Wednesday morning. The SAM-6 missile ramps were hit or lacked munitions. 
Hence, our air force began to attack their tanks and pursue them as they 
retreated toward Mauritania. Of course, as the king indicated, our troops 

did not cross the border but our air force pursued the tanks. We will seek 
the enemy tanks wherever they are. We must fight the enemy wherever it is. 
This action by the POLISARIO has created a dangerous situation for the states 
in the region which do not control their territory. 


"We are busy investigating the way in which the POLISARIO was able to launch 
this offensive, which marks a step in the escalation of the war. They 
maneuvered their tanks brilliantly. Some of our soldiers maintain they heard 
whites speaking a foreign language. Although the POLISARIO certainly 

suffered considerable losses, for which we cannot give a figure since it took 
care to remove its dead and wounded, we are certain that it will return, using 
Mauritania again. Mauritania is only 40 km from Guelta-Zemmur and it will 
serve them as a departure point and refuge again. The POLISARIO's wounded 

are being treated in Nouakchott. On our side the losses were less than the 
number of enemy troops used--nearly 3,000 men--might have led us to fear. 

The escalation in attack concentrated on an single point with new and ultra- 
modern equipment requires a new effort from the Moroccan Army not only at 
Guelta-Zemmur but all along the defense wall which was not attacked but may be." 
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MP COMES BACK--Rabat, October 11--One of the Moroccan opposition Social- 

ist Party MP's who said last week they had withdrawn from Parliament because 

they considered their mandates had expired has reversed his decision, the state 
radio reported here Saturday. It said the MP was Mohamed Badii, who represented 
Larache in the north. He had written to the Speaker of Parliament, Dey Ould Sidi 
Baba, to say he had changed his mind after hearing King Hassan's "brilliant 
reflections" when he opened the autumn sitting of the House on Friday, the 

radio said. (In a tough speech devoted entirely to the withdrawal by the Social- 
ists, the King accused them of being “anti-constitutional" and of violating 
Moroccan law). (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2836, 13 Oct 81 
p 16] 


STIFFER SENTENCES IMPOSED--Casablanca, October 14--Six Moroccan opposition and 
trade union leaders were today sent for trial to a higher court after the Casa- 
blanca Court of Appeal decided it was not competent to hear the case. The six, 
including Democratic Labour Confederation Secretary-General Nubir Amawi aad 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) newspaper editor Mustapha Karshawi now 
face stiffer sentences than the Court of Appeal could have imposed. The accuzed 
are on trial for their alleged part in the Casablanca food riots of June 20 
which followed a strike call by the union and were put down with severe casual- 
ties by the security forces. The Court of Appeal also today drastically increased 
the sentences against four other pecple who had been dealt with in another court. 
The Secretary-General of the Union of Small Traders, Abdellah Mustaghfir, had 
his six months’ suspended sentence changed to 18 months without suspension, and 
the Secretary-General of the Tobacco Workers’ Union had a three months’ suspended 
sentence increased to 12 months in jail. (A.F.P.) [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
No 2837, 16 Oct 81 p 16] 


CANADIAN COOPERATION--Ottawa, October 14--Morocco and Canada today signed 
three cooperation agreements aimed at increasing bilateral economic relations, 
the Canadian External Affairs Ministry said. Under the agreements, a joint 
committee on cooperation is to be set up and Ottawa is to contribute 400,000 
dollars (some 340,000 U.S. dollars) to a Moroccan agricultural project. In 
1979, Canada exported 67.7 million dollars’ worth of goods to Morocco and 
imported 6.7 million dollars' worth of Moroccan goods. (A.F.P.) [Text] 
[Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2837, 16 Oct 81 p 17] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


BANK PROFITS REPORTED--Saudi American Bank, which was formed last year to take 
over Citibank's Saudi Arabian operations, made net profits of SR109m ($32m) in 
its first five and a half months ended 30 December 1980. The bank, in which 
Citibank retains a 40 percent stake and the management contract, increased its 
loans by 69 percent to SR2.5bn ($735m) between its formation, on 12 July 1980 
and the end of the year. Deposits rose by 57 percent to SR4.4bn ($1.29bn). At 
the end of last year it had assets of SR7.1 bn ($2.lbn) and contra accounts 
(guarantees and so on) of another SR3.9bn ($1.16bn), giving total balance-sheet 
— of SRllbn ($3.2bn). [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 
p 42 


ITALIAN COMPANY AWARDED CONTRACT--Laing Wimpey Alireza has been awarded a $100m 
contract by the Saudi Arabian health ministry to build two 100-bed general 
hospitais at Al Bukayriyah and Al Midhnap. The projects will be undertaken 
concurrently and are due for com letion within 23 months. John Laing Design 
Associates will act as architeccs and structural engineers, while Total Termica 
and Reci Electric, both of Milan, have been appointed as subcontractors for the 
main services. [Text] [Londen 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 p 42] 
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SOLAR ENERGY PLANNED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 p 55 


[Text ] 


TUNISIA is carrying out an experiment ip 
harnessing solar energy in Hamman 
Biacha, a small village in the Silana district 
some 150km southwest of Tunis, which may 
set the groundwork for the improvement m 
rural living standards throughout the 
Tunisian hinterland. 

After a detailed preliminary study of the 
village's energy requirements, the state util- 
ity company — Société Tunisienne de 
r Blectricité et du Gaz (STEG) — decided 
to set up an experimental solar energy com- 
plex at Hamman Biadha, with USAID 
assistance. Photoelectric panels with a 
capacity of 1SkW — enough to satisfy 
domestic, commercial and official energy 
needs — were installed. A set of battcrics 
will store solar-generated electricity for use 
during the non-daylight hours. 

So that bad weather will not interrupt the 
supply of electricity, the batteries are cap- 
able of storing enough energy for the vil- 
lage’s needs for three days. Since the sun is 
rarely absent for more than 24 hours, the 
people of Hamman Biadha are unlikely to 
face a power shortage. 


For the countless villages like Hamman 
Biadha in Tunisia’s neglected central 
plateau region, solar energy could radically 
improve living conditions, a factor which 
could turn out to be highly influential in 
persuading young people to stay and work 
on the land instead of drifting to the urban 
areas in search of employment. 

The high cost of connecting small, often 
remote, villages to the national electricity 
grid has deprived a large part of Tunisia’s 
rural population of basic amenities. Solar- 
generated electricity will also be used to 
upgrade agricultural production, mainly by 
pumps powering local irrigation systems. 

If solar energy is shown by the experi- 
ment in Hamman Biadha to be viable, other 
villages could quickly benefit from a source 
of energy which is practically limitless. 
STEG has already selected some 400 vil- 
lages as likely candidates for future solar 
power installations. One serious drawback. 
however, is the relatively high cost of 
photoelectric cells. 
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"We hope that iu the near future, technological advances will enable the unit 
price for photoelectric cells to be significantly reduced, a Tunisian official 
told 8 DAYS. ‘It should also not be ruled out that if the solar energy 
experiment in Tunisia succeeds, we could produce much of our own equipment 

and even export to other Arab end African states," he added. 


Another aspect of Tunisia's solar energy scheme is the training of engineers 
and technicians. 
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NEW EXPORT DRIVE PLANNED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 pp 40-41 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 
[Text] 


IN THE 1982-86 development plan. 
Tunisia is looking to expand its export base. 
Some 80 per cent of Tunisia’s total exports 
involve just four products — crude oil, 
phosphates and their derivatives, olive oil 
and textiles — and this makes it vulnerable 
to even slight variations in world markets, 
or changes in trade patterns caused, for 
example, by an EEC enlarging. 


Ennifar, director of Tunisia’s Centre 
Promotion des Exportations (Cepex), told 
8 Davs recently in Tunis. Finished industrial 
goods, apart from textiles. account for only 
two per cent of Tunisian sales abroad at 
present. 

Ennifar cites two fundamental causes for 
this. Firstly. import-substitution was stres- 
sed in Tunisia’s industrialisation to cover 
domestic needs. Secondly, he says, indus- 
trial output is excessively limited, mainly to 


consumer goods. construction materials: 


and electrical appliances. and these items 


“Tunisia Geared for New Export Drive") 


emerging. “Today our top priority is to add 
a0 Gath Salil Gy-Gendiie to Gus ngs: 
says Ennifar, pointing to the country’s sys- 
tematic bid to increase the percentage of 
Likewise, the high ce veers 
price of capital goods 
imported to build new factories mus’ be 
balanced by greater foreign currency earn- 
ings from Tunisian manufacturers. 

The Cepex director feels, however, that 
Tunisia faces serious problems in market- 
ing. and that few foreign buyers realise what 
sorts of industrial goods it can provide. ‘It is 
difficult to alter the fixed stereotypes which 
have Tunisia exporting only olive oil, citrus 
fruits, tinned foods and textiles.” he regrets. 
Cepex, for its part, has launched an ambiti- 
ous marketing programme, both in 
Tunisia’s traditional Western Europe out- 
lets and im the Middle East — and. lately, to 

“To sell in new markets, Tunisian goods 
must conform to international require- 
ments, as well as the individual market's 
demands, Ennifar believes. Thus. Cepex 
marketing missions to the Middle East 
closely studied packaging regulations, so 
that agro-indusinal produce could be tail- 
ored to local requirements and tastes. 
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ihe recent wave of protectionist mcas- 

ures in the EE has impressed on Tunisian 
planners the need to widen export markets. 
particularly for textiles. Principal targets for 
the latter will be non- EEC European states. 
such as Switzerland, Austria and Sweden. 
while North America has not been ignored 
either. The booming Middle Eastern mar- 
ket for textiles would appear to be an ideal 
new outlet but, Ennifar points out, Tunisia 
Asian producers. 
The legacy of colonial rule imhitits 
Tuntsia from bettering economic tics with 
sud-Saharan 4 ica. Says Ennifar: “We 
have no direct land or air link with the coun- 
tries south of the Sahara. Even when uc 
establish a trade relationship, we must often 
go through a middleman in Europe because 
of the limited nature of our commercial 
dealings.” 

To counter this, Cepex has been sending 
deigations to trade fairs in francophone 
Africa. ‘We attended the last Lomé (Tocw) 
and Abidjan (Ivorv Coast) fairs. and our 
products made anim, = --ion on economic 
planners from these countries, comment. 
Ennifar. 

The Maghreb could perhaps be Tunis: + 
best export target. The Cepex director 
reckons that sales to Libya, for instance. 
should grow tenfold in 1981 to reach over 
$200m.*A major point in our favour in the 
Libyan market, he remarks, ‘is that our 
goods can easily and rapidly be shipped in 
overland, while Libya's ports usually tend 
to be clogged. 

There is also the possibility of a form of 
industrial cooperation, with Algeria and 
Morocco, in semi-finished products. In 
addition, joint ventures could produce basic 
capital goods both for the countries them- 
selves and export. 

Ennifar is convinced that Tunisian indus- 
trialtsation will speed up as the world reces- 
sion causes industries to relocate to zones 
with lower wage scales. Tunisia has a major 
item to sell — its manpower. Labour costs 
less in Tunisia than, say. Europe. and our 
workforce has already a technical sophisti- 
cation that cannot be casily found in other 
Third World states. says Ennifar. ‘What is 
more, most foreign industrialists who have 
opened up plants in Tunisia usually agree 
that our manpower is casily trainable 
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DEMOCRATIC PROSPECTS DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 pp 18-20 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 


[Text] 


TUNISIA’S elections on 1 November will 
open a dramatic new phase in the country’s 
post-colonial political history. Indeed, for 
the first time since Tunisia gained indepen- 
dence from France in 1956, political forma- 
tions other than the ruling Parti Socialiste 
Destourien (PSD) will be able to present 
officially a list of candidates for the new 
national assembly. 

The hegemony of the PSD over Tunisia’s 
political life is not likely to be seriously 
threatened by the still-limited electoral 
strength of the opposition. Nevertheless, 
ihe legislative elections — under a multi- 
party system, albeit a limited one — alter 
radically the groundrules of Tunisian poli- 
tics. This occurs at a crucial moment, when 
the question of 78-year-old President 
Habib Bourguiba's succession is of more 
than just academic interest. 

The elections reflect the progress 
achieved by the liberalisation endeavours of 
Prime Minister Mohammed Mzali. Since he 
replaced the ailing hardline premier, Hedi 
Nouira, during the spring of 1980, Mzali has 
spared little effort to infuse new dynamism 
into the Tunisian political scene, which, say 
observers, had been afflicted by ‘political 
hardening of the arteries . 

Mzali came to power backed by a coterie 
of tiberals within the PSD, the influential 
‘first lady’ Wassila Bourguiba, and moder- 
ates amo.g the opposition. He took over 
the reins o, government at a time when the 
country had just experienced two political 
earthquakes: the ‘Black Thursday’ workers’ 
uprising of January 1978 which left scores 
dead, hundreds imprisoned and the once- 
powerful trade union movement, Union 


“Curtain Up on Tunisia Democracy") 


Générale dés Travailleurs Tunisiens 
(UGTT), decapitated leaderiess; and the 
January 1980 attack by Tunisian dissidents 
on the southern mining town of Gafsa. 

In Mzali's view, Tunisia faced more polit- 
ical explosions. followed by intensified gov- 
ernment crackdowus unless urgent steps 
were taken to broiiden Tunisia’s democ- 
racy. The new premiier's firs. goals were to 
party, isolate 7’SD hardliners, promote 
those in favour of liberalisation — in par- 
ticular the so-called ‘Democratic Overture’ 
— and encource¢e a return to democratic 
leadership electicas in the trade union 
movement. 

By any standards Mzali’s achievements 
have been remarkable. Althoush he still 
faces stiff competition from other ambitious 
PSD political barons, Mzali has imposed his 
own stamp on Tunisian political life, as well 
as winning friends both in the Arab world 
and in France during his visits abroad. 
Moreover, the leader of the PSD's hardline 
faction, Mohammed Sayah, has gone into 
political eclipse, having lost his position as 
the party's secretary general and having 
been relegated to the rather minor Ministry 
of Equipment. 

More importantly, under the aegis of 
Nourredine Hached, son of the UGTTs 
founder, Ferhat Hached, the union move- 
ment has been revitalised. Last April's 
UGTT congress held much promise, for it 
indicated that most union members were 
looking for a new and constructive 
approach. The election of 37-year-old 
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Taicb Baccouche, a university lecturer, 
brought new blood into the UGTT. 

After months of patient persuasion by 
PSD liberals. President Bourguiba, who has 
the final say on all crucial political matters, 
gave the green hght last spring for multi- 
party legislative elections. However, the 
“Combattant Supr*me’ insisted that several 
conditions be tacked on to the pluralistic 
elections: in particular, that opposition 
groups must not have ideological ties with 
foreign states or forces, and they must agree 
with the basic precepts of the Tunssian con- 
stitution 

These provisos were meant mainly to 


curb the activities of the Islamic fundamen- 
talists. In many ways. the restrictions are 
purely arbitrary and could easily be emp- 
loyed in the future to chip the wings of the 
leftwing political movements. especially the 
Tunisian Communist Party (PCT). 

But although all parties agreeing to the 
basic pnnciples put forward by Bourguiba 
can participate in the legislative elections. 
their legal existence afterwards is still not 
assured. It seems that the government will 
require Oppusition partics to win at Icast 
five per cent of the vote in order to consider 
them as representative and then afford 
them recognition. This measure applics to 
all the parties, with the exception of the 
Communist Party, for in the government s 
eyes the PCT, which was suspended in 
1963, simply returns to legality. 

While applauding the ‘democratic over- 
ture’, Opposition groups have asked for 
further guarantces. For cxample, several 
parties asked for the elections to be delayed 
until spring 1982, to give them more time to 
organise after years of semi-clandestine 
operation. They also demanded assurances 
about access to the state-controlled media. 
freedom to publish their journals and dis- 
tribute electoral propaganda, and neutrality 
of the state administration to ensure free 
and fair elections. 

With the exception of the Communist 
Party. partics have requested the climina- 
thon of the five per cent clause. When asked 
by 8 Days if the barricr of five per cent for 
post-electoral legality was not arbitrary, the 
minister of information, Tahar Belkhodja, 
commented: “All we are asking is that they 
can muster some 80,000-90,000 votes, a 
figure that without being excessive will 
demonstrate which of the opposition partics 
have a truly national impact~ 

Ahmed Mestiri, leader of the Mouve- 
ment des Democrates Socialistes (MDS). 
told 8 Days: “We are encouraged by the 


democratic overture, but we have stressed 
in our talks with government officials that 
they must go further in this direction. not- 
ably by the announcing of a general political 
amnesty” Mestiri and other opposition 
heads also condemned the recent tnals of 
activists of the radical Islamic fundamental- 
isl Movement. 

The electoral system is based on a reg- 
ional division of the 134 seats within the 
national assembly. Each party or alliance of 
partics has the meht to present a list of can- 
didates. and parliamentary scats will be 
awarded according to the number of votes 
won in cach region. 

Given the diversity of the opposition and 
its lack of solid regional roots, only a com- 
mon front could enable it to carry off more 
than just a symbolic number of seats in the 
new parliament. However, hopes for an 
opposition electoral alliance came to 
nothing. Says Mestiri: ‘It is important that 
all the political parties can measure their 
exact impact on the Tunisian electorate. 
This attitude has been decried as ‘sectarian’ 
by several opposition groups, particularly 
the Communist Party. 

Another big battle in the electoral run-up 
was over the attitude to be adopted by the 
UGTT. At the special union congress last 
April in Gafsa, the UGTT made it clear it 
intended tu pursue autonomy from the ml- 
ing PSD and other politica! groups. Taieb 
Baccouche, the UGTT s new secretary gen- 
eral, was particularly identified with this 
approach. 

But at the UGTT Executive Commission 
conference im mid-September, it was 
decided by a majority of 53 per cent to join 
forces with the PSD in a‘ National Front’ for 
the legislative elections. Baccouche himself, 
however, campaigned for uaion activists to 
be completely free to participate on the 
electoral lists of their choice. 

Placed in a difficult position, Baccouche 
has decided personally not to appear on the 
PSD's national front electoral list. But the 
UGTTs backtracking on the intentions of 
the Gafsa congress could menace its future 
unity. If it becomes evident that the union 
movement is clearly returning to the PSD 
orbit, a number of the UGTTs most active 
regional branches. especially the Gafsa- 
Gabes mining region, could be tempted to 
set up a rival union organisation. 

When the Tunisian electorate goes to the 
polls, it will have at least five different lists 
from which to choose. Most observers do 
not expect the PSD's list to suffer exces- 
sively from the competition of the other 
parties, given the fragmentation of the 
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opposition and the PSD‘s longlasting 
entrenchment in the rural areas as well as its 
control of the state machinery. 

As things now stand, the following parties 
will be entering the electoral arena: 

@ The National Front: Sponsored by the 
PSD, it will be the only list to be present in 
all the electoral districts. Along with PSD 
activists, this list will include trade union 
representatives, members from PSD- 
controlled populist org. »sations like the 
National Union of Tunisian women. as well 
as candidates from the employers’ associa- 
tion, Utica, and some independents. 

@Errai-Democratie: This group already 
has two members in the Mzali government, 
Beju Caid Essebsi. minister of foreign 


affairs, and Sadok ben Jomaa, minister of 
transport. Errai-Democratic is mainly 
composed of former PSD members who 
moved into opposition during the Nouira 
era. Idcologically, it is not far from the rul- 
ing party, but it places more emphasis on 
respect for political pluralism and human 
rights. For a while it was allied with Ahmed 
Mestizi's MSD, but broke off relations 
when it decided to integrate last ycar with 
Mzali’s government to push for rapid 
liberalisation. Other prominent Errai 
members are Mohammed Salah Belhadj, 
Hassib ben Ammar and Radia Haddad, Mrs 
Bourguiba's cousin. 

@Le Mouvement des Democrates 
Socialistes (MDS): Headed by a former PSD 
minister, Ahmed Mestiri, the MDS is a mild 
social democratic formation. Many dip- 
lomats in Tunis reckon that the MDS is 
perhaps the only opposition party, other 
than the communists, capable of amassing 
the five per cent of the votes necessary to be 
Officially recognised — that is, if there are 
no ‘dirty tricks’ by local PSD officials. Mes- 
tiri has been seeking to encourage the Mzali 
liberalisation drive from outside, but ‘young 
Turks’ within the party are pushing for grea- 
ter radicalism. Mestiri is looked upon with 
favour in western diplomatic circles as an 
authentic liberal with good credentials who 
could shore up the Mzali liberalisation by 
rallying to the regime at a crucial moment. 
Influential MDS members include 
Mohammed Moadda (who maintains close 
ties with the activist Gafsa region and with 
traditional religious Icadcrs and intellectu- 
als), Hammouda ben Salama and Dali Jazi. 

@Le Mouvement d‘Unité Populaire 
(MUP): MUP places itsclf to the left of the 
MDS. but without deserting social democ- 
ratic political parametres. The desirability 
of participating in the elections has split the 
movement. Referred to as MUP 1, and led 
from exile by a former minister of the 
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economy, Ahmed ben Salah, one faction 
intransigently refuses to enter into PSD- 
controlled electoral bouts. Other members 
of this faction, which has supporters in the 
West German Socialist Party as well as in 
the French Socialist Party. include Hassan 
Zenati and Mohsen Toumi. In the Arab 
world, MUP 1 has support in Algeria and 
Iraq. 

MUP 2. headed by Mohammed Belhadj 
Ammor and Mohammed Da2wouad. has 
decided to encourage Mazali': iiberalisation 
by fielding candidates. MUP 2's links with 
the government are reported to be through 
Sadok ben Jomaa of the Errai group, MUP 
2 decries what it terms ben Salah’'s ‘cult of 
personality’. 

@Le Parti Communiste Tunisien (PCT): 
The Communist Party was the first opposi- 
tion movement to be officially recognised 
by the head of state. In July Bourguiba 
received the PCT's secretary gencral, 
Mohammed Harmel, on the same day he 
cracked down on leaders of the Islamic fun- 
damentalist movements. The PCT is a mod- 
erate pro-Russian party, whose influence is 
mainly limited to intellectual circles and 
student ranks. The government is counting 
on the Communist Party to act as a vital 
stabilising force, countering the extreme 

left parties and serving as unofficial dip- 

lomatic link with Moscow as well as pro- 

Russian Arab and African states. 

The biggest uncertainty in Tunisian poli- 
tics is the influence of the fundamentalist 
movement. After encouraging it in the late 
1960s and early 1970s as a counter to the 
marxist student movement, the government 
has recently started to view this current as a 
marked danger to political stability. Bour- 
guiba, with kis modernist options. is 
reported to have been upset by the activitics 
of the fundamentalists. He has recently out- 
lawed, for instance, the wearing of the 
hijab, the Islamic veil, by women. 

At the beginning of September. in the 
very midst of the democratic overture, the 
trial of fundamentalist leaders took place in 
Tunis. The two heads of the Mouvement de 
la Tendance Islamique (MTI1). Rached 
Ghanouchi and Abdel Fateh Mourou, were 
sentenced respectively to 11 and 10 vears in 
prison. ‘. ; 

The elections ‘will probably be the tirst 
Step towards shaning political life after 
Bourguiba goes. As long as the present 
head of state's health remains satisfacton. 
he is likely to continue to dominate the 
country’s political scene. Nonetheless. the 
clections wil! serve as the basis for the out- 
line of new alliances. both within the PSD 
and between members of the ruling party 
and moderate opposition forces. laying the 


foundation rthe fut ire Of Tunisia’s polite- 
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REFINERY PROJECT--Tunisia's refining industry is to be expanded, by upgrading 
the capacity of the Bizerte refinery from 1.5m tonnes to 6m tonnes a year and 
the possible building of an Arab-financed 10m tonne-a-year export refinery 

at Cap Serrat. Companies which have prequalified for the Bizerte expansion 
scheme will be notified by the government at the beginning of 1982; work could 
get underway by the end of that year and finished by 1985-1986. At present 
the refinery cannot meet local needs, currently running at 2.6m tonnes and 
growing by an average 8-10 per cent a year. Tunisia has had to buy over 

lm tonnes of refined products a year, principally from Italy, to supply the 
local market. Upgrading at Bizerte will cost an estimated $350m. An inter- 
national financial package is to be arranged, possibly with Arab backing. 
Several American companies are hoping to win this lucrative contract, including 
Bechtel, McGee and Flour, but competition from French, Italian and Japanese 
concerns is liked to be fierce. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 

24 Oct 81 p 54] 


NEWSMAN ARRESTED--Paris, October 15--Tunisian journalist Khemais Shamari, an 
opponent of the Bourguiba regime, has been arrested in Tunis, his lawyer said 
here Wednesday. Mr Shamari returned to Tunisia in August 1980 after several 
years' exile in France. He recently published an article criticising what he 
termed restrictive official measures governing next month's Tunisian legisla- 


tive elections. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 28 
16 Oct 81 p 16] ~ suas 
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BRIEFS 


TRIPOLI, BENGHAZI REDEVELOPMENT--Britain's W S Atkins Group has won an important 
consultancy contract relating to a scheme to redevelop a 1,457 hectare area in 
the centre of Tripoli, one of 21 areas scheduled for renewal in the Libyan capi- 
tal. The UK firm's study is scheduled for completion in 15 months. Benghazi, 
the Libyan Jamahiriya's second largest city, is also the scene of major urban 
development schemes, and in August it was reported that two Japanese firms, 
Yachiyo Engineering Company and Kisho Kurokawa Architects & Associates, will 
soon complete a final design draft for the city's largest development project 

to date. The $634.5 million scheme entails the transformation of a 110 hectare 
coastal strip into a tourism and recreational area. Several hotels with recrea- 
tional faci*ities, are to be built, as weil as new housing. Construction is due 
to start next year, and should take five years. MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST also 
ceported in August that Japanese firms are preparing bids for the construction 
of a new town near Benghazi, for whicn tenders are to be called in the autumn. 
One of the key urban development projects in Tripoli is the $230 million Nasser 
Forest scheme for the establishment of a central park and zoo, and in July it was 
announced that South Korea's Samsung Construction Company will take over as prime 
contractor for the project at the end of the year. The scheme is expected to 
take three years to complete. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English 

No 16, Sep 81 p 27] 


























METHANOL PRODUCTION UP--Production at the Marsa Brega methanol plant totalled 
179,686 tonnes inthe first half of this year, the JAMAHIRIYA NEWS AGENCY JANA 
reported on llth August. This is more than half the 322,233 tonnes produced 
during the whole of last year, and indicates that the plant is working close 
to its 1,000 tonnes per day capacity. The success of the plant was underlined 
in May when JANA reported that it had started operating two shifts per day. 
The Marsa Brega methanol plant, opened in 1977, is one of the most modern in 
the world and only the second of its type to have been set up in Africa. 
Methanol is the main raw material for the manufacture of proteins for animal 
fodder. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27] 











BIRAK AIRPORT EXPANSION--International Airports Authority of India (IAAI) and 
National Build'ng Construction Corporation, both of New Delhi, have a $41.9 mil- 
lion contract for tiie building work involved in the second phase of constructicn 
of Brak airport, about 600 kilometres south of Tripoli, it was reported in late 
July. The work will include lengthening she 3,690 metre runway by 1,300 metres 
and extending the parking apron. IAAI has successfully completed a $26.3 million 
contract for the first phase of the airport. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW 
in English No 16, Sep 81 p 27] 
























JAPANESE VEHICLES DOMINATE MARKET--Japan's Mitsubishi Motor Corporation has 
started shipping 4,620 cars and 4,500 light trucks to Libya, MIDDLE EAST ECO- 
NOMIC DIGEST reported on 7th August. This year the firm has won orders from 
the Jamahiriya for 22,120 vehicles, valued at $83.3 million. Earlier, the 
journal reported that Japan's Sumitomo Corporation has received enquiries about 
the supply of 30,000 cars and light trucks made by Toyo Kogyo Company. If 
confirmed, the order would be worth about $131 million and would be the first 
large Libyan order for vehicles from Sumitomo or Toyo Kogyo, which markets 
vehicles under the trade name Mazda. Japanese vehicle exports to the Jamahiriya 
this year are expected to total 64,000, accounting for 60 per cent of all the 
vehicles imported by Libya. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 16, 
Sep 81 p 27] 


CARDBOARD PLANT--Amid people's celebrations marking the 12th anniversary of the 
great Al Fateh revolution, the Secretary of the General people's committee for 
Light Industry has opened a cardboard factory at Azzawiyah. On this occasion, 
people's celebration was organised where several speeches were delivered prais- 
ing the revolutionary transformation achieved by the Libyan people under the 
leadership of the great Al Fateh revolution. Small and medium size carton 

boxes used for packing industrial and agricultural goods will be manufactured 

at the new factory. The factory output is 15,000 tons of cardboard per year. 

It is operated by one shift a day. This new industrial complex is built to ful- 
fill the Jamahiriya's needs of carton boxes. The opening ceremony was attended 
by the secretary of Azzawiyah people's congress and its secretary of the General 
People's Committee, the Secretaries of the Basic People's Congress and secre- 
taries of the Municipality Qualitative People's Committee. [Text] [Valetta 
JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 10 Oct 81 p 3] 


MISRATAH FISHING PORT--Misratah's new fishing post has been inaugurated. The 
ceremony was attended by the Secretary of the General People's Committee of 
Light Industries, the Secretary of the People's Committee of Misrata municipal- 
ity, the secretaries of the congresses and subcommittees in the municipality of 
Misratah, large crowds of citizeus and a representative of the company which 
executed the project. The project of Misrata fishing port includes several 
piers, workshops for the repair and maintenance of boats, several freezers for 
fish and other public amenities. [Text] [Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 
10 Oct 81 p 3] 


NEW GHARYAN ROAD--The Secretary of the Central People’s Committee has inaugur- 
ated the 1223 kilometres Nalot-Jado highway as part of the 12th anniversary of 
the revolution. The project was the 2nd phase of modern roads in the region 
which are planned to connect all the Gabal Gharabi area and municipalities from 
Gharian to Nalot. The communication, sea transport, housing and public service 
secretaries attended the ceremony together with the regional popular leadership 
and a huge number of citizens. [Text] [Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 

10 Oct 81 p 3] 


QASR AHMAD PORT TRAFFIC--Port traffic in Qasr Ahmad in the first half of 1981 
reached 447 boats and cargo ships of an estimated total of 655,000 tons. 
[Text] [Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 10 Oct 81 p 3] 
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MOROCCO 


MOROCCO-USSR TIES JEOPARDIZED 





PM020901 Casablanca LE MATIN in French 27 Oct 81 p 1 
[Editorial by Ahmed Alaoui: "SAM-6 Missiles Against Moroccan-Soviet Cooperation"] 


[Text] As we wrote in a previous article, the Guelta-Zemmur attack constitutes 
both a military and a political turning point in the Sahara conflict. 


On the military plane it is a real turning point in view of the number of troops 
involved but especially the quality and quantity of sophisticated weapons used, 
of which the most noteworthy were the SAM-6 missile-launchers. 


Following this attack on Guelta-Zemmur His Majesty Hasan II sent several 
messages, especially to the Saudi, Senegalese and Mauritanian leaders, the 
leaders of the great powers and the international bodies, in order to draw their 
attention to the serious turn the conflict is taking following the use of 

this highly sophisticated weapon. 


When he received the USSR's charge d'affaires in Ilfrane yesterday the king drew 
the Soviet diplomat's attention the damaging consequences which could result 

from use of sophisticated Soviet-made weapons by the mercenaries against 
Morocco-——a country which maintains friendly relations and cooperation with the 
USSR. Indeed it will be remembered that as soon as our country gained its 
independence it recognized the Soviet Union and established the bases of fruitful 
and diversified cooperaticn with that country——-a cooperation which was crowned 
by the conclusion of the famous contract of the century relating to the 
exploitation and sale of Moroccan phosphates to the USSR over several decades. 


Unfortunately, however, we observe that since our country completed its 
territorial integrity a veritable international brigade has been formed against 
it, using increasingly sophisticated Soviet arms and military equipment in each 
of its attacks. 


The Soviet authorities may well split hairs by saying that all this equipment 

is not supplied directly to the mercenaries by the USSR, but the fact remains 

that the sale of such sophisticated equipment is always accompanied by conditions, 
usually that of not using it against a country which maintains good relations 
with the Soviet Union. Im this instance this applies to Morocco. 
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It is, nonetheless, paradoxical that raw materials vital to the development 
of Soviet industry and agriculture can be bought from us on the one hand 
while on the other hand such deadly and sophisticated equipment as SAM-6 
missile launchers can be supplied to our country's enemies. 


The time has come for a frank and straight explanation, because Morocco cannot 
supply raw materials which will be transformed into weapons directed against 
it, especially since the recent attack on Guelta-Zemmur highlighted the fact 
that these are weapons requiring non-African technicians and experts which 
gives the sale and use of these weapons their full political significance. 


We maintain good relations with the USSR in the political, economic and commercial 
spheres and in that of technical cooperation. It is up to the Soviet leaders to 
preserve and strengthen those relations. They can easily do so, especially 

by refraining from supplying the eneuies of our cause with sophisticated armaments 
and military equipment which they use in their attacks on Morocco for, we repeat, 
the SAM-6 are weapons directed not only against Morocco but against Moroccan- 
Soviet cooperation. 


cso: 4519/31 
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DLIMI CITED ON GUELTA-ZEMMUR FIGHTING 
PM301453 Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Oct 81 p 19 
[Dispatch by Roland Delcour: "The 13 October Battle at Guelta-Zemmur"] 


[Text] Guelta-Zemmur--On Tuesday, 20 October, 1 week after the POLISARIO's 
attack, calm has been restored in Guelta-Zemmur. All round the valley, on the 
floor of which nestle several white-domed buildings dating from the days of 
Spanish rule, a few burned-out trucks and traces of fire in downtown 
Guelta-Zemmur are the only signs of the fierce fighting which took place here 
on Tuesday, 13 October. 


The journalists brought in by plane and helicopter were able to see, on the 
flight, that the defense wall which starts from the north, surrounds Bou-Craa 
and stretches as far as El-Aiun, is intact. The Moroccan defense points spaced 
at regular intervals behind the sand rampart are still held by garrisons 

which even seem to have been reinforced recently. 


All reports agree on the events of 13 October. The soldiers in the Guelta-Zemmur 
garrison, less than 2,000-strong deployed throughout the stony mountains which 
surround the valley, were completely overwhelmed by the POLISARIO army's 

surprise attack. It was launched at 0600 hours on Tuesday, 13 October, and was 
accompanied by the firing of SAM-8 missiles which downed a C-130 airplane carrying 
out surveillance in the sector, and two Mirage F-l aircraft (figures supplied 

to the press by General Dlimi, commander of the southern sector). The assault 
was carried out by a veritable armored column comprising around 12 Soviet T-54 
tanks weighing around 40 tons followed by around 50 armored troop transports. 


It is easy to imagine the panic among the Moroccan soldiers deployed in their 
rocky positions and having only light arms against this tide of steel. 


The POLISARIO column, which had come from the north, maneuvered impeccably, 
surprised the defenders, occupied the city and climbed to the headquarters 
building overlooking Guelta-Zemmur. The Moroccan soldiers who had not been 
killed fled into the mountains. The defenders called on the 6th RIM (expansion 
unknown, possibly mechanized infantry regiment] an elite unit always used in 
difficult battles and which hurried to the scene from Bou-Craa. It took 
several hours to oust the POLISARIO armored vehicles which were being harrassed 
by the Moroccan Air Force. 
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Since the situation had been reversed as early as Wednesday, 14 October, the 
POLISARIO left the scene. It withdrew as quickly as it had attacked and the 
Guelta-Zemmur officers were only able to show the journalists the casings of 
the 100mm American-made shells fired by the assailants" tanks and the traces 
of their tracks outside the headquarters building. On the road leading toward 
Mauritania you can alse see the marks left by the tanks used by the POLISARIO 
which changed from a gang of guerrillas into a conventional army on 13 October. 


A Step in the Escalation 


General Dlimi stated categorically: "They used 12 T-54s, and 50 armiored troop 
transports. Our reinforcements began to arrive between Tuesday night and 
Wednesday morning. The SAM-6 missile ramps were hit or lacked munitions. 
Hence, our air force began to attack their tanks and pursue them as they 
retreated toward Mauritania. Of course, as the king indicated, our troops 

did not cross the border but our air force pursued the tanks. We will seek 
the enemy tanks wherever they are. We must fight the enemy wherever it is. 
This action by the POLISARIO has created a dangerous situation for the states 
in the region which do not control their territory. 


"We are busy investigating the way in which the POLISARIO was able to launch 
this offensive, which marks a step in the escalation of the war. They 
maneuvered their tanks brilliantly. Some of our soldiers maintain they heard 
whites speaking a foreign language. Although the POLISARIO certainly 

suffered considerable iosses, for which we cannot give a figure since it took 
care to remove its dead and wounded, we are certain that it will return, using 
Mauritania again. Mauritania is only 40 km from Guelta-Zemmur and it will 
serve them as a departure point and refuge again. The POLISARIO's wounded 

are being treated in Nouakchott. On our side the losses were less than the 
number of enemy troops used---nearly 3,900 men--might have led us to fear. 

The escalation in attack concentrated on an single point with new and ultra- 
modern equipment requires a new effort from the Moroccan Army not only at 
Guelta-Zemmur but all along the defense wall which was not attacked but may be." 


cso: 4519/31 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


MP COMES BACK--Rabat, October 11--One of the Moroccan opposition Social- 

ist Party MP's who said last week they had withdrawn from Parliament because 

they considered their mandates had expired has reversed his decision, the state 
radio reported here Saturday. It said the MP was Mohamed Badii, who represented 
Larache in thenorth. He had written co the Speaker of Parliament, Dey Ould Sidi 
Baba, to say he had changed his mind after hearing King Hassan's "brilliant 
reflections" when he opened the autumn sitting of the House on Friday, the 

radio said. (In a tough speech devoted entirely to the withdrawal by the Social- 
ists, the King accused them of being “anti-constitutional" and of violating 
Moroccan law). (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2836, 13 Oct 81 
p 16) 


STIFFER SENTENCES IMPOSED--Casablanca, October 14--Six Moroccan opposition and 
trade union leaders were today sent for trial to a higher court after the Casa- 
blanca Court of Appeal decided it was not competent to hear the case. The six, 
including Democratic Labour Confederation Secretary-General Nubir Amawi aad 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) newspaper editor Mustapha Karshawi now 
face stiffer sentences than the Court of Appeal covld have imposed. The accused 
are on trial for their alleged part in the Casablanca food riots of June 20 
which followed a strike call by the union and were put down with severe casual- 
ties by the security forces. The Court of Appeal also today drastically increased 
the sentences against four other people who had been dealt with in another court. 
The Secretary-General of the Union of Small Traders, Abdellah Mustaghfir, had 

his six months’ sus:ended sentence changed to 18 months without suspension, and 
the Secretary-General of the Tobacco Workers' Union had a three months’ suspended 
sentence increased to 12 months in jail. (A.F.P.} [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
No 2837, 16 Oct 81 p 16] 


CANADIAN COOPERATION--Ottawa, October 14--Morocco and Canada today signed 
three cooperation agreements aimed at increasing bilateral economic relations, 
the Canadian External Affairs Ministry said. Under the agreements, a joint 
committee on cooperation is to be set up and Ottawa is to contribute 400,000 
dollars (some 340,000 U.S. dollars) to a Moroccan agricultural project. In 
1979, Canada exported 67.7 million dollars’ worth of goods to Morocco and 
imported 6.7 million dollars’ worth of Moroccan goods. (A.F.P.) [Text] 
[Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2837, 16 Oct 81 p 17] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


BANK PROFITS REPORTED--Saudi American Bank, which was formed last year to take 
over Citibank's Saudi Arabian operations, made net profits of SR109m ($32m) in 
its first five and a half months ended 30 December 1980. The bank, in which 
Citibank retains a 40 percent stake and the mnagement contract, increased its 
loans by 69 percent to SR2.5bn ($735m) between its formation, on 12 July 1980 
and the end of the year. Deposits rose by 57 percent to SR4.4bn ($1.29bn). At 
the end of last year it had assets of SR7.1 bn ($2.lbn) and contra accounts 
(guarantees and so on) of another SR3.9bn ($1.16bn), giving total balance-sheet 
a of SRllbn ($3.2bn). [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 
p 42 


ITALIAN COMPANY AWARDED CONTRACT--Laing Wimpey Alireza has been awarded a $100m 
contract by the Saudi Arabian health ministry to build two 100-bed general 
hospitals at Al Bukayriyah and Al Midhnap. The projects will be undertaken 
concurrently and are due for completion within 23 months. John Laing Design 
Associates will act as architects and structural engineers, while Total Termica 
and Redi Electric, both of Milan, have been appointed as subcontractors for the 
main services. [Text] [Londen 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 p 42] 
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SOLAR ENERGY PLANNED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 p 55 


[Text ] 


TUNISIA is carrying out an experiment ip 
harnessing solar energy in Hamniah 
Biacha, a small village in the Silana district 
some 150km southwest of Tunis, which may 
set the groundwork for the improvement m 
rural living standards throughout the 
Tunisian hinterland. 

After a detailed preliminary study of the 
village's energy requirements, the state util- 
ity company — Société Tunisienne de 
r Electricité et du Gaz (STEG) — decided 
to set up an experimental solar energy com- 
plex at Hamman Biadha, with USAID 
assistance. Photoelectric panels with a 
capacity of 15kW — enough to satisfy 
domestic, commercial and official energy 
needs — were installed. A set of baticrics 
will store solar-generated electricity for use 
during the non-daylight hours. 

So that bad weather will not interrupt the 
supply of electricity, the batteries are cap- 
able of storing enough energy for the vil- 
lage’s needs for three days. Since the sun is 
rarely absent for more than 24 hours, the 
people of Hamman Biadha are unlikely to 
face a power shortage. 





For the countless villages like Hamman 
Biadha in Tunisia’s neglected central 
plateau region, solar energy could radically 
improve living conditions, a factor which 
could turn out to be highly influential in 
persuading young people to stay and work 
on the land instead of drifting to the urban 
areas in search of employment. 

The high cost of connecting small, often 
remote, villages to the national electricity 
grid has deprived a large part of Tunisia’s 
rural population of basic amenities. Solar- 
generated electricity will also be used to 
upgrade agricultural production, mainly by 
pumps powering local irrigation systems. 

If solar energy is shown by the experi- 
ment in Hamman Biadha to be viable, other 
villages could quickly benefit from a source 
of energy which is practically limitless. 
STEG has already selected some 400 vil- 
lages as likely candidates for future solar 
power installations. One serious drawback. 
however, is the relatively high cost of 
photoelectric cells. 
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"We hope that in the near future, technological advances will enable the unit 
price for photoelectric cells to be significantly reduced, a Tunisian official 
told 8 DAYS. ‘It should also not be ruled out that if the solar energy 
experiment in Tunisia succeeds, we could produce much of our own equipment 
and even export to other Arab and African states," he added. 


Another aspect of Tunisia's solar energy scheme is the training of engineers 
and technicians. 
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NEW EXPORT DRIVE PLANNED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 pp 40-41 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 
[Text] 


IN THE 1982-86 development plan. 
Tunisia is looking to expand its export base. 
Some 80 per cent of Tunisia’s total exports 
involve just four products — crude oil, 
phosphates and their derivatives, olive oil 
and textiles — and this makes it vulnerable 
to even shght variations in world markets, 
or changes in trade patterns caused, for 
example, by an EEC enlarging. 

‘Manufactured goods have not yet 
reached a stage where they can play a deci- 
sive role in our overseas trade” Azouz 
Ennifar, director of Tunisia’s Centre de 
Promotion des Exportations (Cepex), told 
8 Davs recently in Tunis. Finished industrial 
goods, apart from textiles. account for only 
two per cent of Tunisian sales abroad at 
present. 

Ennifar cites two fundamental causes for 
this. Firstly. import-substitution was stres- 
sed in Tunisia’s industrialisation to cover 
domestic needs. Secondly, he says, indus- 
trial output ts excessively limited, mainly to 


consumer goods. construction materials: 


and electrical appliances. and these items 


"Tunisia Geared for New Export Drive") 


present few export opportunities. 
A new approach to industralisation is 


emerging. “Today our top priority is to add 


The Cepex director feels, however, that 
Tunisia faces serious problems in market- 
ing. and that few foreign buyers realise what 
sorts of industrial goods it can provide. ‘It is 
difficult to alter the fixed stereotypes which 
have Tunisia exporting only olive oil, citrus 
fruits, tinned foods and textiles, he regrets. 
Cepex, for its part, has launched an ambiti- 
ous marketing programme, both in 
Tunisia’s traditional Western Europe out- 
lets and im the Middle East — and. lately, to 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

“To sell in new markets, Tunisian goods 
mus! conform to international require- 
ments, as well as the individual market's 
demands, Ennifar believes. Thus. Cepex 
marketing missions to the Middle East 
closely studied packaging regulations, so 
that agro-indusinal produce could be tail- 
ored to local requirements and tastes. 


102 








TUNISIA 














ihe recent wave of protections! mcas- 
ures in the EE has impressed on Tunrsian 
planners the need to widen export markets. 
the latter will be non-EEC European states. 
such as Switzerland, Austria and Sweden. 
while North Amenica ha; not been ignored 
either. The booming Middle Eastern mar- 


new outlet but, Ennifar points out, Tunisia 
faces stiff competition there from low-cost 
Asian producers. 

The legacy of colonial rule inhibits 
Tunisia from bettering economic tics with 
sud-Saharan Africa. Says Ennifar: “We 
have no direct land or air ink with the coun- 
tries south of the Sahara. Even when we 
establish a trade relationship, we must often 
go through a middleman in Europe because 
of the limited nature of our commercial 
dealings- 

To counter this, Cepex has been sending 
deigations to trade fairs in francophors 
Africa. ‘We attended the last Lomé (Tozw) 
and Abidjan (Ivorv Coast) fairs. and our 
products made anim, ~-ion on economic 
planners from these countnes, comment. 
Ennifar. 

The Maghreb could perhaps be Tunisia + 
best export target. The Cepex director 
reckons that sales to Libya, for instance. 
should grow tenfold in 1981 to reach over 
$200m.*A major point in our favour in the 
Libyan market, he remarks, ‘is that our 
goods can easily and rapidly be shipped in 
overland, while Libya s ports usually tend 
to be clogged.” 

There is also the possibility of a form of 
industrial cooperation, with Algeria and 
Morocco, in semi-finished products. In 
addition, joint ventures could produce basic 
capital goods both for the countnes them- 
selves and export. 

Ennifar is convinced that Tunisian indus- 
trialtsation will speed up as the world reces- 
sion causes industries to relocate to zones 
with lower wage scales.‘ Tunisia has a major 
item to sell — its manpower. Labour costs 
less in Tunisia than, say. Europe. and our 
workforce has already a technical sophisti- 
cation that cannot be casily found in other 
Third World states. says Ennifar. ‘What is 
more, most foreign industrialists who have 
opened up plants in Tunisia usually agree 
that our manpower is casily trainabie~ 
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DEMOCRATIC PROSPECTS DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 24 Oct 81 pp i8-20 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 


[Text] 


TUNISIA’S elections on 1 November will 
open a dramatic new phase in the country's 
post-colonial political history. Indeed, for 
the first time since Tunisia gained indepen- 
dence from France in 1956, political forma- 
tions other than the ruling Parti Socialiste 
Destourien (PSD) will be able to present 
officially a list of candidates for the new 
national assembly. 

The hegemony of the PSD over Tunisia’s 
political life is not likely to be seriously 
threatened by the still-limited electoral 
strength of the opposition. Nevertheless, 
the legislative elections — under a multi- 
party system, albeit a limited one — alter 
radically the groundrules of Tunisian poli- 
tics. This occurs at a crucial moment, when 
the question of 78-year-old President 
Habib Bourguiba's succession is of more 
than just academic interest. 

The elections reflect the progress 
achieved by the liberalisation endeavours of 
Prime Minister Mohammed Mzali. Since he 
replaced the ailing hardline premier, Hedi 
Nouira, during the spring of 1980, Mzali has 
spared little effort to infuse new dynamism 
into the Tunisian poiitical scene, which, say 
observers, had been afflicted by ‘political 
hardening of the arteries . 

Mzali came to power backed by a coterie 
of liberals within the PSD, the influential 
‘first lady’ Wassila Bourguiba, and moder- 
ates among the opposition. He took over 
the reins of government at a time when the 
country had just experienced two political 
earthquakes: the ‘Black Thursday’ workers’ 
uprising of January 1978 which left scores 
dead, hundreds imprisoned and the once- 
powerful trade union movement, Union 


“Curtain Up on Tunisia Damocracy"™] 


Générale dés Travailleurs Tunisiens 
(UGTT), decapitated leaderless; and the 
January 1980 attack by Tunisian dissidents 
on the southern mining town of Gafsa. 

In Mzali's view, Tunisia faced more polit- 
ical explosions. followed by intensified gov- 
ernment crackdowns unless urgent steps 
were taken to broaden Tunisia’s democ- 
racy. The new premier’s firs. goals were to 
party, isolate PSD hardliners, promote 
those in favour of liberalisation — in par- 
ticular the so-called ‘Democratic Overture’ 
— and encourage a return to democratic 
leadership elections in the trade union 
movement. 

By any standards Mzali’s achievements 
have been remarkable. Although he still 
faces stiff competition from other ambitious 
PSD political barons, Mzali has imposed his 
own stamp on Tunisian political life, as well 
as winning friends both in the Arab world 
and in France during his visits abroad. 
Moreover, the leader of the PSD's hardline 
faction, Mohammed Sayah, has gone into 
political eclipse, having lost his position as 
the party's secretary general and having 
been relegated to the rather minor Ministry 
of Equipment. 

More importantly, under the aegis of 
Nourredine Hached, son of the UGTTs 
founder, Ferhat Hached, the union move- 
ment has been revitalised. Last April's 
UGTT congress held much promise, for it 
indicated that most union members were 
looking for a new and constructive 
approach. The election of 37-year-old 
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Taicb Baccouche, a umiversity lecturer, 
brought new Mood into the UGTT. 

After months of patient persuasion by 
PSD liberals. President Bourguiba, who has 
the final say on all crucial political matters, 
gave the green hght last spring for mullti- 
party legislative elections. However, the 
*Combattant Supr*me’ insisted that several 
conditions be tacked on to the pluralistic 
elections: in particular, that opposition 
groups must not have ideological ties with 
foreign states of forces, and they must agree 
with the basic precepts of the Tunts:an con- 
stntution 

These provisos were meant mainly to 


curb the activities of the Islamic fundamen- 
talists. In many ways. the restrictions are 
purely arbitrary and could easily be emp- 
loyed in the future to chip the wings of the 
leftwing political movements. especially the 
Tunisian Communist Party (PCT). 

But although all parties agreeing to the 
basic principles put forward by Bourguiba 
can participate in the legislative elections. 
their legal existence afterwards is still not 
assured. It seems that the government will 
require Opposition partics to win at least 
five per cent of the vote in order to consider 
them as representative and then afford 
them recognition. This measure applics to 
all the parties, with the exception of the 
Communist Party, for in the government s 
eyes the PCT, which was suspended in 
1963, simply returns to legality. 

While applauding the ‘democratic over- 
ture’, opposition groups have asked for 
further guarantees. For example. several 
parties asked for the elections to be delayed 
until spring 1982, to give them more time to 
organise after years of semi-clandestine 
operation. They also demanded assurances 
about access to the state-controlled media. 
freedom to publish their journals and dis- 
tribute electoral propaganda, and ncutrality 
of the state administration to ensure free 
and fair elections. 

With the exception of the Communist 
Party, partics have requested the climina- 
thon of the five per cent clause. When asked 
by & Days if the barricr of five per cent for 
post-electoral legality was not arbitrary, the 
minister of information, Tahar Belkhodja. 
commented: “All we are asking is that they 
can mustcr some 80,000-90,000 votes, a 
figure that without being excessive will 
demonstrate which of the opposition partics 
have a truly national impact” 

Ahmed Mestiri, leader of the Mouve- 
ment des Democrates Socialistes (MDS). 
told 8 Days: “We are encouraged by the 


democratic overture, but we have stressed 
im our talks with government officials that 
they must go further in this direction. not- 
ably by the announcing of a general political 
amnesty. Mestin and other opposition 
heads also condemned the recent tnals of 
activists of the radical Islamic fundamental- 
ist Movement. 

The electoral system is based on a reg- 
ional division of the 134 seats within the 
national assembly. Each party or alliance of 
partics has the nght to present a list of can- 
didates. and parliamentary scats will be 
awarded according to the number of votes 
won in cach region. 

Given the diversity of the opposition and 
its lack of solid regional roots, only a com- 
mon front could enable it to carry off more 
than just a symbolic number of seats in the 
mew parliament. However, hopes for an 
opposition electoral alliance came to 
nothing. Says Mestiri: ‘It is important that 
all the political parties can measure their 
exact impact on the Tunisian electorate.” 
This attitude has becn decried as ‘sectarian’ 
by several oppos.tion groups, particularly 
the Communist Party. 

Another big battle in the electoral run-up 
was over the attitude to be adopted by the 
UGTT. At the special union congress last 
April in Gafsa, the UGTT made it clear it 
intended to pursue autonomy from the rul- 
ing PSD and other political groups. Taieb 
Baccouche, the UGTT s new secretary gen- 
eral, was particularly identified with this 
approach. 

But at the UGTT Executive Commission 
conference in mid-September, it was 
decided by a majority of 53 per cent to join 
forces with the PSD in a‘ National Front’ for 
the legislative elections. Baccouche himself, 
however, campaigned for uaion activists to 
be completely free to participate on the 
electoral lists of their choice. 

Placed in a difficult position, Baccouche 
has decided personally not to appear on the 
PSD’s national front electoral list. But the 
UGTTs backtracking on the intentions of 
the Gafsa congress could menace its future 
unity. If it becomes evident that the union 
movement is clearly returning to the PSD 
orbit, a number of the UGTT's most active 
regional branches. especially the Gafsa- 
Gabes mining region, could be tempted to 
set up a rival union organisation. 

W ncn the Tunisian electorate goes to the 
polls, it will have at least five different lists 
from which to choose. Most observers do 
not expect the PSD’s list to suffer exces- 
sively from the competition of the other 
Parties, given the fragmentation of the 
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opposition and the PSD's longlasting 
entrenchnient in the rural areas as well as its 
control of the state machinery. 

As things now stand, the following parties 
will be entering the electoral arena: 

@ The National Front: Sponsored by the 
PSD, it will be the only list to be present in 
all the electoral districts. Along with PSD 
activists, this list will include trade union 
repre -atatives, members from PSD- 
controlled populist ozg. »isations like the 
National Union of Tunisian Women. as well 
as candidates from the employers associa- 
tion, Utica, and some independents. 

@Errai-Democratie: This group already 
has two members in the Mzali government, 
Beju Caid Essebsi. minister of foreign 


affairs, and Sadok ben Jomaa, minister of 
transport. Errai-Democratic is mainly 
composed of forner PSD members who 
moved into opposition during the Nouira 
era. Idcologically, it is not far from the rul- 
ing party, but it places more emphasis on 
respect for political pluralism and human 
rights. For a while it was allied with Ahmed 
Mestiri's MSD, but broke off relations 
when it decided to integrate last ycar with 
Mzali’s government «© push for rapid 
liberalisation. Other prominent Errai 
members are Mohammed Salah Belhadj, 
Hassib ben Ammar and Radia Haddad, Mrs 
Bourguiba's cousin. 

@Le Mouvement des Democrates 
Socialistes (MDS): Headed by a former PSD 
minister, Ahmed Mestiri, the MDS is a mild 
social democratic formation. Many dip- 
lomats in Tunis reckon that the MDS is 
perhaps the only opposition party, other 
than the communists, capable of amassing 
the five per cent of the votes necessary to be 
officially recognised — that is, if there are 
no ‘dirty tricks’ by local PSD officials. Mes- 
tiri has been seeking to encourage the Mzali 
liberalisation drive from outside, but ‘young 
Turks’ within the party are pushing for grea- 
ter radicalism. Mestiri is looked upon with 
favour in western diplomatic circles as an 
authentic liberal with good credentials who 
could shore up the Mzali liberalisation by 
rallying to the regime at a crucial moment. 
Influential MDS mw mbers include 
Mohammed Moadda (who maintains close 
ties with the activist Gafsa region and with 
traditional religious Ieadcrs and intellectu- 
als), Hammouda ben Salama and Dali Jazi. 

@Le Mouvement d‘Unité Populaire 
(MUP): MUP places itsclf to the left of the 
MDS. but without deserting social democ- 
ratic political parametres. The desirability 
of participating in the clections has split the 
movement. Referred to as MUP 1, and led 
from exile by a former minister of the 
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economy, Ahmed ben Salah, one faction 
intransigently refuses to enter into PSD- 
controlled electoral bouts. Other members 
of this faction, which has supporters in the 
West German Socialist Party as well as in 
the French Socialist Party. include Hassan 
Zenati and Mohsen Toumi. In the Arab 
world, MUP 1 has support in Algeria and 
Iraq. ; 

MUP 2. headed by Mohammed Belhadj 
Ammor and Mohammed Daouad. has 
decided to encourage Mzali's liberalisation 
by fielding candidates. MUP 2's links with 
the government are reported to be through 
Sadok ben Jomaa of the Errai group, MUP 
2 decries what it terms ben Salah's ‘cult of 
personality’. 

@Le Parti Communiste Tunisien (PCT): 
The Communist Party was the first opposi- 
tion movement to be officially recognised 
by the head of state. In July Bourguiba 
received the PCTs secretary gencral, 
Mohammed Harmel, on the same day he 
cracked down on leaders of the Islamic fun- 
damentalist movements. The PCT is a mod- 
erate pro-Russian party, whose influence is 
mainly limited to intellectual circles and 
student ranks. The government is counting 
on the Communist Party to act as a vital 
stabilising force, countering the extreme 

left parties and serving as unofficial dip- 

lomatic link with Moscow as well as pro- 

Russian Arab and African states. 

The biggest uncertainty in Tunisian poli- 
tics is the influence of the fundamentalist 
movement. After encouraging it in the late 
1960s and early 1970s as a counter to the 
marxist student movement, the government 
has recently started to view this current as a 
marked danger to political stability. Bour- 
guiba, with his modernist options. is 
reported to have been upset by the activities 
of the fundamentalists. He has recently out- 
lawed, for instance, the weaiing of the 
hijab, the Islamic veil, by women. 

At the beginning of September. in the 
very midst of the democratic overture, the 
trie! of fundamentalist leaders took place in 
Tunis. The two heads of the Mouvement de 
la Tendance Islamique (MTI1). Rached 
Ghanouchi and Abdel Fateh Mourou, vere 
sentenced respectively to 11 and 10 vears in 
prison. s. 

The elections ‘will probably be the tirst 
step towards shaning political life after 
Bourguiba goes. As long as the present 
head of state's health remains satisfacton. 
he is likely to continue to dominate the 
country’s political scene. Nonetheless. the 
elections will serve as the basis for the out- 
line of new alliances. both within the PSD 
and between members of the ruling party 
and moderate opposition forces. laying the 


f, 7. r - Paras ¢ . 
tor the future of Tunisia’s pohtt- 


106 








TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


REFINERY PROJECT--Tunisia's refining industry is to be expanded, by upgrading 
the capacity of the Bizerte refinery from 1.5m tonnes to 6m tonnes a year and 
the possible building of an Arab-financed 10m tonne-a-year export refinery 

at Cap Serrat. Companies which have prequalified for the Bizerte expansion 
scheme will be notified by the government at the beginning of 1982; work could 
get underway by the end of that year and finished by 1985-1986. At present 
the refinery cannot meet local needs, currently running at 2.6m tonnes and 
growing by an average 8-10 per cent a year. Tunisia has had to buy over 

lm tonnes of refined products a year, principally from Italy, to supply the 
local market. Upgrading at Bizerte will cost an estimated $350m. An inter- 
national financial package is to be arranged, possibly with Arab backing. 
Several American companies are hoping to win this lucrative contract, including 
Bechtel, McGee and Flour, but competition from French, Italian and Japanese 
concerns is liked to be fierce. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 42, 

24 Oct 81 p 54] 





NEWSMAN ARRESTED--Paris, October 15--Tunisian journalist Khemais Shamari, an 
opponent of the Bourguiba regime, has been arrested in Tunis, his lawyer said 
here Wednesday. Mr Shamari returned to Tunisia in August 1980 after several 
years’ exile in France. He recently published an article criticising what he 
termed restrictive official measures governing next month's Tunisian legisla- 


tive elections. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2837, 
16 Oct 81 p 16] 
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